
This document was retrieved from the Ontario Heritage Act e-Register,  
which is accessible through the website of the Ontario Heritage Trust at  

www.heritagetrust.on.ca.

Ce document est tiré du registre électronique. tenu aux fins de la Loi sur le 
patrimoine de l’Ontario, accessible à partir du site Web de la Fiducie du 

patrimoine ontarien sur www.heritagetrust.on.ca.  

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx


' 
' I 
• 

• 

" 
I 

• 
• 

I 

I 
' 

• 

I 
' .. • 
I 

1 , . 
• 

:: 

1· 

• • 
• 

CITY OF NORTH YORK 

BY-LAW NUMBER 31874 
I 

• 

I 

' I 

I TO designate the lands and buildings at 2489 Bayview Avenue of 
architectural and historical value. 

I 
• 

• 

WHEREAS The Ontario Heritage Act, R.s.o. 1990, authorizes the Council of 

a municipality to enact by-laws to designate real property, including all the 

buildings and structures thereon, to be of historic or architectural value or ,.I 

interest; and 

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the City of North York has 

caused to be served upon the owners of the lands and premises known 

municipally as ''Windf ields 11 , 2489 • Bayview Avenue, and upon the Ontario 

Heritage Foundation, notice of intention to so designate the aforesaid real 

property and has caused such notice of intention to be published in a 

newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality once for each of 

three consecutive weeks; and 

WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule ''B'' hereto; 

and 

-

WHEREAS no notice of objection to the said proposed designation has been 

served upon the Clerk of the Municipality; 

• THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF NORTH YORK 

HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

• 

1. There is designated as being of architectural and historical value or 

interest the real property more particularly described in Schedule ''A'' 

hereto, municipally known as ''Windfields'', 2489 Bayview Avenue. 

,· . 2. The city Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law 

to be registered against the property described in Schedule ''A'' hereto 

in the proper land registry office. 
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The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be 

served upon the owner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario 

Heritage Foundation and to cause notice of this by-law to be published 

in a newspaper having general circulation in the City of North York. 
• 

ENACTED and PASSED the 4th day of November A.O., 1992. 

I 

• • 
• 

/ , • 7 • 

City Clerk Mayor 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' 

Part of Lots 8 and g·, Concession 2, East of Yonge Street, being Part 3 on 
Plan 64R-11674, City of North York, Municipality of Metropolitan Torohto . 
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• SCHEDULE "B" 
• 

• 

Reasons for the designation of the ''Windfields'', 2489 Bayview Aven11e, 
City of North York. 

• 

''Windfields'' was the principal residence of Canadian entreprene11r and 

philanthropist, Edward Pl 11nket ( E. P.) Taylor. Taylor was President of 
• 

Arg11s Corporation ahd Chairn,an of the Board of n,any pron1inent Canadian 
' companies, incl11ding Canadian Breweries and Massey-Ferg11son. Taylor was 

a prin,e-mover in the creation of the planned comm11nity of Don Mills and 

of the O' Keefe Centre for the Performing Arts. Taylors's legendary 

stat11s as a giant of Canadian thoro11ghbred racing is also well-known, 

and son1e of his fan1011s horses were kept for a while at ''Windfields''. 

E.P.Taylor and his wife, Winifred, bo11ght the twenty acre site in 

1932. They commissioned the b11ilding of ''Windfields'' in 1936. The 

three Taylor children were q11ite yo11ng, and the ho11se was planned to be 

a comfortable fan1ily hon,e as well as a syn1bol of Taylor's social 
• pron11 nence. Hence the ho11se is a partic11larly personal statement of 

E. P. Tay.tor's identity. A stable for fo11r horses was incl11ded beside 

the garage. The gardener's cottage, greenho11se with potting shed, 

foreman's cottage and do11ble staff cottages t11rned the ho11se into an 

estate. A swimming pool and tennis co11rts provided recreation. The 

i gateho11se, b11ilt in 1945, provided an office. The long r11ns of freshly I 
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painted, white fences were an identifying hallmark of the estate. 
• 

Windfields is a long, two-storey ho11se in the American colonial-

revival taste. The main reference to this stylistic connection is seen 

in the elaboration of the main entranceway. The architrave is composed 

of deep mo11ld i ngs and topped with an in1n1ense broken-scroll ped in1en t. 

The Palladian window above the front door lighting the staircase and 

landing is another colonial-revival feature. Also typical is the small 

size of the front windows con1pared to the n1ass of the walls, the 

ironwork, the sh11tters, shallow eaves and the m11lti-paned windows. The 

n1assive, aln1ost totally 11nelaborated so11th wall is also evocative of the 

lean re-interpretation of colonial themes with accon1panying belief in 

original American virt11es. 
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SCHF;DULE 1'B'1 contin11ed 

Inside the ho11se, colonial-revival then1es are reiterated in the 

staircase design with n,etal work bows aro11nd the spindles, in the plaster 
' 

frieze aro11nd the 11pper wall of the entrance hall and in the selection 

of n1anteli;; for the fireplaces. The c11stom-made frieze of r1Jnning horses 

aro11nd the 11pper landing is an in1portant, personal to11c~. Basically, 

however, the Taylor's wanted a well-b11ilt b11t 11nostentatio11s interior 

with pleasant colonial references and no lavish materials. The only 

ostenta tio11s int.er ior fea t11re was the sn,a 11 , well appointed • 
lllOVle 

theatre' in the basen1ent for private showings. The paved patios or 

'' terraces'' provided a transition between interior and garden were 

fashionable feat11res of the 1930's. 

E. P. Taylor was one of the first men1bers of the Canadian Establishment 

to build north of the Bayview Bridge (1929). His property may be seen 

as the cornerstone of the prestigio11s Bayview developn1ents of the 1950's 

and 1960's. With its conservative taste, yet modern lines, Windfields 

n1ay be seen as a transitional btlilding connecting the n1anor homes to 

the so11th with modern isn1 to the north. 

The ho11se and s11rro11nd i ng gro11nds were given by the Taylors to the 

people of North York. The i ncl 11s ion of the gro11nds is in1por tant both 

beca11se it pr.eserves the an,bience of a co11ntry estate, and beca11se of 

the connection to thoro11ghbred racing. Renovations to s11i t the tenant, 

Canadian Centre for Advanced Filn1 St11dies, have not destroyed the 

integrity of the ho11se, which beca11se of its architect11re and connection 

with Taylor, sho11ld be of interest for ger1erations to con1e. 
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