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Economic Development, Culture & Tourism 
Joe Halstead, Co1n1nissioner 

January 26, 2000 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

CULTURE DMSION 
North York Civic Centre 
5100 Yonge Street, 3rd Floor 
North York, Ontario, M2N 5V7 

Barbara Holt, Heritage Assistant 
Tel: 416-395-7418 
Fax: 416-395-7886 
bholt@city.north-york.on.ca 

I a1n pleased to advise you that ~City of Toronto Council, at its mee · eld in November, 1999, 
enacted By-law No. 775-1999 to designate the Michael Shepard House, 101 Senlac Road, as being of 
architectural and historical value or interest under Part N of The Ontario Heritage Act, 1990 R.S. 0. 
Chapter 0.18. Please find a copy of By-law No. 775-1999 attached. 

If you require further infom1ation please contact the Culture Division, North York located in the North 
York Civic Centre- 395-7418. 

Yours truly, 

- -
\ 

eth Hanna, Manager of Cultural Affairs 
Economic Development, Culture & Tourism Depa1 t:Inent 

/bh 
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rlty: North York Connl)llll.!lY Council Report No. 7, Clause No. 12, 
as adopted by City of.Toronto Council on July 27, 28, 29 and 30, 1999 

by Council: Nov 25, li999 

• 

• 

1Cfl'Y OF TORONTO 
• 
• 

' • • 

BY-LAW No. 775-1999 ' . • 

' 
To designate the propen;y at 101 Senlac Road (Michael Shepard House) 

as being of architectural and historical value or interest. 
' • 

AS authority was g1anted by Council to designate the property at 
No. l O I Set1lac Road as being of arcpitectural and historical value or interest; and 

' 

REAS the Ontcuio Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a munici · to enact 
by-laws to desigilate real property, in.clt1ding all the buildings and structures thereon, to be of 
historical or architectural value or interest;· and 

• 

AS the Council ofth,~ City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of 
• 

the land and p1·ei1tlses known as No. 101 Senlac Road and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation, 
Notice of Intuition to designate the pro and has cat1sed the Notice of Intention to be published 
in a newspaper having a general circti1ation in the municipality as required by the Onta,io Heritage 
Act; and , 

REAS the reasons for d,esignation are set out in Schedule ''C'' to this by-Jaw; and 
• 
! 
• 

· AS no notice of objection to the proposed designation was served upon the Clerk 
of the municipality; ' 

I 

' 
' 

The Council of the City of Toronto HEREBY ENACTS as follows: 
' • 
• • 
• 

I. The property at No. 1'01 Senlac Road, more particularly described in Schedule ''A?> 
to this by-law and shown on the- ·map attabhed hereto as Schedule ''B'', is designated as being of 
architecttiral and historical value or interest. 

' • • 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against 
described in Schedules ·~A'' and ''B'' to this by-law in the proper I .and Registry Office. 

' 

• 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the 
ownus of the prope,ty at No. 101 S~nlac Road and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to 

' 
cause notice of this by-law to be published in a newspaper having general circuiaiion in the City of 
Toronto as required by the Ontario l{eritage Act. 

I 

ENACTED AND PASSED this 25th day of November, A.D. 1999 . 

CASEOOTES~ 
Deputy Mayor 

• 

• 

' 

NOVINA WONG, 
City Clerk 
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SCHEDULE ''A'~ 
• 

ln the City of Toronto (formerly in the City ofNorth York) and Province of Ontario being 
composed ofpa.,·t ofLot 17 in Concession l, West ofYonge Stree~ in the Geographic Township of 
North York, the boundaries of the Jan,d being described as follows: 

, 

PREMISING that the · s her · r mentioned are grid and are referred to the Central 
79 degrees and 30 1ninutes West Longitude through Zone I O of the Ontario Co-ordinate 

Syst~ NAD 27 (1966 adjtJSt•tlent), then; 

CING at a point· the lo.cation of which may be- a, 1 ived at as follows; 

BEG G at a point in the w~erly limit of Beecroft Road as confi11ned under the 
daries Act by Plan BA-632 677403, Plan 9908), said point being in the northerly limit of 

Lot 487 on Plan M-407 registered in the· Land Registry Office for the Land Titles Division of 
• 

Metro · an Toronto (No. 66) distant 3.05 metres westerly from the north-easterly angle thereof; 

11-tENCENorth 78 degrees 54 minutes 05 seconds West a distance of316.31 metres to the 
point of COJn1nence112ent; 

'l'H ENCE South 76 degrees 29 minutes 15 seconds West a distance of 11. 78 metres; 
• 

111ENCE North 13 degrees 301ninutes SO seconds West a distance of 5.58 metres; 

'l'H ENCE South 76 degrees 29 n1inutes 15 seconds West a distance of 9 .18 metres; 
• 

lHENCE North 13 degrees 3011linutes 50 seconds West a distance of8.-14 metres; 

'!'HENCE North 76 degrees 29 ininutes 15 seconds East a distance of 9 .18 metres; 
• 

'11JBNCE North 13 degrees 30 n1inutes 50 seconds West a distance of 0.62 metres; 
• • • 

'!'HENCE North 76 degrees 29 mim)tes 15 seconds East a distance of 11. 78 metres; 

'l'HRNCE South 13 degrees 30 lllinl1tes 50 seconds East a distance of 14.34 metres to the 
point of coinmencement. 

• 

Being part of PIN 10145-0433 R 
, 

'l'he hereinbefere described land being delineated by heavy outline on Plan SYE293 I dated 
October 19. 1999, as set out in Schedule''~''_ 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• • 

' 

• 
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Par-'!' of Premises IOI Senloc Road 

• 

NOTE: 

THIS SKETCI-I IS NOT A PLAN OF SURVEY 
AND HAS BEEN COMP!t.ED FRO._. SURVEY 
NOTES AND OFFICE RECORDS. IT SHALL 
NOT BE USED EXCEPT F'OR THE PURPOSE 
INDICATED IN 'THE TITLE BLOCK. 

-

WO!ll<S ANO EMERGENCY SERVICES 

SKETCH TO ILLUSTRATE 

LAND DESIGNATED AS 
BEING OF ARCHITECTURAL AND 

HISTORICAL VALUE OR INTEREST 

O I\IE 
r-Qwt'l - - - -

Chocked w.J,M, --· 
DoTe, Oot, 20, 1999 

W.Kow<Jlenko-City Surveyor-

FILE 
5200-HI 

• 

PLAN SYE2_931 
f":'\1~99\UG\CWS\ENG\W,.PS \ SYE:29~1.MAP 
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u: a • 

SCHEDULE ''C" 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

' MICHAEi, SHEP HOUSE 
101 SENLAC ROAD 

The :Michael S d House is reco1runended for Desigm:ztion under Part IV of the On'tario Heri'fa.ge 
Act (R.S.O. 1990) for archi al and historical reasons. 

The Mi Shepard House stands as one of three domestic structures that survive from the legacy 
of the Shepard fa1:nily. An enterprising family, the Shepards settled in the historic village of Lansing 
at the · · g of the 19'11 century and helped to foster its economic and industrial growth by 
establishing a number offa1111s~ mills and mercantile businesses in the area. 

Michael Shepard acqtrired the north-halfo,the fuc1n pro known as Lot 17, Concession 1 West 
ofYonge Street in 1837 from his rather Joseph Shepard. He then purchased the south-half of the lot 
in 1855. With his wife Margare~ he built a two-storey, Georgian brick dwelling in 1859 which 
originally :fuced Yonge Street. Together, they resided in the house with their four children. 
Michael Shepard Jived in the house until his death in 1876. 

In 1916, the property was purchased by the Tmstees of The Toronto General Burying Grounds for 
the purpose of developing a cemetery. The home of Michael and Margaret Shepard continued to be 
used as a private residence until 1948, when the Trustees of the Toronto General Burying Grounds 
officially o the York Cemetery and 1an its administration from the house. Today, the building 
continues to ·on as administrative offices under the organiution's new naine - The Mount 
Plea.sant Group of Cemeteries. 

The historical si · cance of this fo11ne1. residence is derived in part from Michael Shepard's 
p · · ationin theRd,eJlion ofl837 and his escape from a.Kingston penitentiary. :Michael Shepard's 
father, Joseph Shepard Sr., was a close friend and significant supporter ofWilliarn Lyon Mackenzie, 
who led the radi~ wing of the Refolrn Party. After Joseph-~s death in 1837, Michael and hls three 
brothers -Tho111as> Joseph Jr., and Jacob, supported Mackenzie and the Refo1·111 Party's endeavors 
to seize the City of Toronto. 

At the time of the lJio~ Michael along with his brother Thomas and other men were sent to 
attack Tozy troops who had been guarding the Don Bridge on King Street, Toronto. After 

ontation there, they fled to avoid capture, but were found at Silverthorne' s fa, Jll near the 
River and then incarcerated in a Toronto Jail. Without receiving any trial, Michael and 

Thoxuas were sent to Kingstc;,n to aV'tait exile to Van Dieman' s land in Australia, but managed to 
escape with other Refo1111 Radicals from the penitentiary. They eventually crossed the American 
border where they were received by anti-British Americans and then safely escorted to Lewiston. 
After spe1lding tlµ-ee years in the United States, Michael and Thomas Shepard leamed that they had 
beca1 pardoned by the Canadian government, Subsequently, they returned to Canada in 1843 to rejoin 
their fa.11,ilies. 

• 

• 
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• 

Architecu11ally, the Mlchael Shepard House is fashioned in the Georgiah Survival Style and to a 
lesser degree is inspired by the NeoC/as.~cal and picturesque architectural styles which appeared in 

· d\1ring the 19th . Its .q1assing takes the for111 of a two-storey. rectan block with 

• 

a one and-a-ha1f storey kitchen wing positioned at the west r~r. Both the house and its kitchen wing 
feab1re Cc-Jar shake, gable configured roofs of modest pitch. Incorporating a generous sense of 
proportion and a pleasing syn1111etry'> the µn-ee-ranked facade of the Michael Shepard House is 
generally considered to be less corninon a.1r1ong Georgian buildings in the region. All elevations 
inoorporate trically place<l, multi-pane, six-over-six, sash windows with thin, NeoClassically 
· ced glazing bars. 

Si · c.aitt feati11~ of the house include: the wooden roof eaves (consisting ofover-~ended boxed 
soffits/fitscia, :frieze board and mouldings) articulated by curvilinear brackets on all elevations 
inclusive of co · eave rett1111S; the paired double-stack · ey flues at the gab-I~ ends which 
feature corbelled and cha·nfc,:ed brlck detailing; the prostyle wooden portico with distyle Tuscan 
columns suppo1·t.ing a generous e1ttablature; and the paired, NeoClassically styled, quarter-round 
apertures located within the attic storey of the gable ends (concealed by wooden louvered vents). 
The use of dichromatic: brickwork on the exterior is a significant feature of the Michael Shepard 
House. On all elevations, buff coloured brick plays an important role in 1'lighlighting structural 
ele1ne.r1ts such as jack-arched lintels, belt courses, comer quoins. fiiezes, and the plinth. Cha1acteristic 
of Georgian style houses in Ontario> the front ( east) elevation features Fleinish bond brickwork with 
C n bond used on all other facades. Although concealed by contemporary building materials, 
the baseme.tlt of the Michael Shepard House is constructed from fieldstone foundations. Interior 
elements and spares are not covered 'by the ''Reasons for Designation•, . 

• • 

The Michael Shepard Ho11se is elevated on a 1 aised site and is greatly enhanced by open space on its 
east, south and north sides. The house together with its lands (now developed as open 
space/ use) provide an important understanding of the original fa1m property and 

· e insight into the rural character of the area. 

' 

• 

• 
( 
' 

' 
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