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Municipality of Chatham-Kent
Community Development

Planning Services

315 King St. West, P.O. Box 640
Chatham ON N7M 5K8

Tel: 519.360.1998 Fax: 519.436.3237
Toll Free: 1.800.714.7497

January 3, 2012

Ontario Heritage Trust
10 Adelaide Street East
Toronto ON M5C 1J3

Re: Registration of Heritage By-laws
Municipality of Chatham-Kent

At the Council Meeting held November 21, 2011, Chatham-Kent Council passed the
following By-laws designating the indicated properties under Part |V of the Ontario
Heritage Act for their cultural heritage value and interest. The By-laws have been
registered on title of the respective properties:
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BY-LAW NUMBER 194-2011
OF THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF CHATHAM-KENT

A By-law to designate the property known as 2-4 King Street West, Community
of Chatham, as being of historical and architectural value or interest.

FINALLY PASSED the 21* day of November, 2011.

WHEREAS the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.0. 1990, Chapter 0.18 as amended,
provides that the Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent may designate a
property within the boundaries of the Municipality to be of cultural heritage value
or interest;

AND WHEREAS Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent
has appointed the Heritage Chatham-Kent Advisory Committee and the said
committee has recommended that the Municipality designate the hereinafter
described property pursuant to The Ontario Heritage Act;

AND WHEREAS given Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of
Chatham-Kent has given Notice of Intention to Designate the hereinafter
described property to be of cultural heritage value and interest pursuant to the
Ontario Heritage Act;

AND WHEREAS no Notice of Objection to the proposed designation has been
received by the Corporation of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent;

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule “B” annexed
hereto;

NOW THEREFORE the Municipality of Chatham-Kent enacts as follows:

1. That the property more particularly described in the attached Schedule “A”
be designated to be of cultural heritage value and interest pursuant to The
Ontario Heritage Act.

2. The Clerk be authorized register the by-law against the property described
in Schedule “A” hereto in the proper land registry office.

3. The Clerk be directed to cause a copy of this by-law to be served on the
owner of the aforesaid property and on the Ontario Heritage Foundation
and cause notice of the passing of this by-law to be published in a
newspaper having general circulation in the municipality.

THIS By-law shall come into full force and effect upon the final passing
thereof.

READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD TIME this 24st day of November,

2011. o~ %
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Number |94 =0|(passed by Municipality of
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and the same is now in full force and effoct.
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The Corporation of the Municipality
of Chatham-Kent













Description

Statement of Significance

Description of Historic
Place:
i.e. Description of

2-4 King Street West, known historically as the Merrill Hotel, is located on tIle
southwest corner of King Street and William Street in the City of Chatham,
Municipality of Chatham-Kent. The property consists of a three-storey salmon-

[Property brick commercial building that has served as a hotel since its construction in
i the 1890s.
Heritage Value: Historic or Associative Value:

1.e. Statement of Cultural
[Heritage Value or
Interest

2-4 King Street West is associated with the commercial history of downtown
Chatham. The comer of King and William Streets, which the building now
occupies, has been a prominent comner since the Town’s founding and served
as the location of the earliest Baptist Church in the area (circa 1855). The
Merrill Hotel was opened on the site in the 1890s by Francis Towne Merrill. It |
was one of the first brick buildings to be constructed on the King and William |
block. The business was so successful that in 1903 it expanded, adding a
“hallway and staircase” on the pie-shaped lot on the corner next to 1t (what is

now 20-26 William Street South). For over a century the Merrill Hotel has
provided hospitality to the Chatham community and its visitors, a tradition that |
continues as the structure now serves as the entrance to a boutique hotel, the
Retro Suites.

Design or Physical Value:

2-4 King Street west is a good example of an [talianate commercial block.
Typical of this style are the segmentally arched windows on the first and
second storeys and the large arched display windows on the third storey. The
fagade features a cornice with dentils, brick window surrounds and three brick
[pilasters that separate the fours bays. The fagade is not symmetrical as the
[fourth bay, located on the corner of King and William Strects, is narrower than
the other three. Typical of the commercial style of architecture, the building
has a flat roof.

Contextual Value:

King Street is the historic main street of Chatham and the south side has
historically been the busier side of the street, housing some of the oldest brick
buildings in the City. This area has come to represent the centre of business
and the home to many of the area’s hostelries. Throughout the 1850s and 60s,
the comer of King and William Streets housed the first Baptist Church and
from there along the south side of King to the Market Square was a series of
wood frame shops, such as William Northwood’s grocery store, the Dublin
House and R.O. Smith’s fumiture store. The corner’s historic prominence was
enhanced by the nearby industry across McGregor’s Creek, including the T.H.
Taylor Woollen Mill at 14 William Street North, built in 1869, and the Beaver
Flour Mill, built in 1872, but which burmt down in the 1980s.

[t was not until the 1880s that these buildings at King and William Streets were
replaced with the brick structures that exist today and have come to house
many of the City’s most successful businesses. The structures from the Bates
Building at 28-34 William Street South and around the corner to 16 King Street
(West form a continuous commercial front. Most of these buildings are two or
three storeys, therefore maximizing their frontage on the main street. The
basements of all the structures on this prominent corner were connected and it
was believed that they were used in rum running during the era of prohibition. ‘

Sources:

Chatham Directory, 1876-1877, 1915, 1919.
Commutnity on Thames, 1987. I
Historic King Street, Chatham, Ontario, K. Stoney and C. Naismith, 1978.
Historic Plaque, Ontario Heritage Foundation & R.M. Classic Car Investments
Municipality of Chatham-Kent Heritage Register

Municipality of Chatham-Kent Land Registry Records

There Was a Time, Jim & Lisa Gilbert.

Windfall. 1979. = S

haracter-Defining
Elements:

i.e. Description of
Heritage Attributes

Key exterior elements of 2-4 King Street West that contribute to its value as an
[talianate Commercial Block and historic hotel include its:

- three-storey salmon-brick construction

- segmentally arched windows on the first and second storeys

- third storey large arched windows

- cornice with dentils

- brick window surrounds

- three brick pilasters that separate the four bays

- unsymmetrical fagade, with the fourth bay located on the corner of King and

William Streets being narrower than the rest

- flat roof e SR




|

Key elements of 2-4 King Street West that support its contextual value include |I

1ts:

- location on the comer of King and William Streets

- proximity to McGregor’s Creek and commercial businesses in downtown |

Chatham

- forms part of a continuous commercial store front that stretches from 28-34 |

William Street South to 16 King Street West )
Contributing Resources Type: Count:

= Building 1
Area (%) 398 = e
Dates of Significance # Type: | From: To:

n 1 | Construction (circa) o _1_ 1890 1899
BA - | # | Type: Name: ]
- 1 Architect n/a -

2 Builder n/a I

Function Category and Type

Category and Type # Function: Category: Type: -
o b 1 | Historic Commerce Hotel, Motel or Inn

12 | Curren [ Commerce | Hotel Motelorln |

Theme

_Theme Cate e ] # Category: Type:
B |1 Developimg Economies o Trade and Commerce












