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Ontario Heritage Trust i:i!l 2 .r i,jil!
10 Adelaide Street East

Toronto, oN lir$$"nt
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Re: Notice of Passing of By-law - Victoria Block
138 King Street West, Community of Chatham (City)

Municipality of Chatha m-Kent

Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent at its meeting on Monday, February 9, 2015

approved the passing of a by-law to designate the property known as the Victoria Block, located

at 138 King Street West, Community of Chatham (City), under Part lV of the Ontorio Heritoge

Act, for its cultural heritage value or interest, as defined by one or more ofthe Criteria under

Ontorio Regulotion 9/06.

Notice of Passing of By-law was published on the Chatham-Kent home webpage on February

10, 2015. The by-law was registered at the Kent - Land Registry Office #24 on February 17,

2015, as Registration No. CK103856.

A copy of By-law 24-2OI5 is enclosed for your records.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (519) 360-1998.

Sincerely,

Brrt -" T
Brian Nagata, Junior Planner

Planning Services

Attachment: By-law24-2015



BY-LAW NUMBER 24.2015

OF THE CORPOFATION OF THE MUNICIPALIry OF CHATHAII-KENT

A By-law to designate the property located at 138 King StEet West, Community ot
Chatham (City), as being of cultural heritage value or interest.

PASSED the gth day of February, 2015

WHEREAS the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter 0.'18 as amendd, provdes
that the Council of the Municipality of Chatharn-Kent may designate a pmperty within
the boundaries of the Municipality to be of cultural heritage valus or interest:

AND WHEREAS Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent has
appointed the Municipal Heritage Commiftee and the said committee has recommended

that the Municipality designate the hereinafier described property pursuant to The
Ontario Heritage Acl;

AND WHEREAS Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent has
given Notice of Intention to Designate the hereinafter described property to be of
cultural heritage value or interest pursuant to The Ontario Heritage Act;

AND WHEREAS no Notice of Obiection to the proposed designation has been received

by the Corporation of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent;

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule 'A' annexed

hereto:

NOW THEREFORE the Municipality of ChatharY! Kent enacts as iollows:

'1. That the property municipally known as 138 King Street West' Community of

Ctrattram iCity) and more particulady described. in the.attached Schedule "8" be

oeiignatd to 
'be 

of cultural heritag- value or interest pursuant to The ontario

Hsritage Act.

2.Thec|erkbeauthorizedtoregistertheby-|awagainstthepropertydescfibedin
Schedule 'B' hereto in the proper Land Registry Otrce'

3. The Clerk be direcled to cause a copy of this by-law to be served on the owner of
- 

t'tt. atoies"io property and on ttre Onitario Heritage Trust and cause notice of the

i""s"t Jtni-" u'rlaw to be posted on the Municipalitys ontario Heritage Act

Notices webpage.

THIS Bylaw shall come into full force and effect upon ths final passing thereof'

READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD TIME this gth day of February' 201s



Schedulo A

Herltage Designation R6Port
138 King StFet Wost - Chatham, Onta.io

Description of Prooertv

The Mctoria Block is located at 138 King Stre€t West, Community of Chatham (City)'

legalty descdbed as Part of Lot 90, Plan Old Survey As lN 492267 (Firsdy); Chalham-

Kent, on the southwsst comer of King Street West, and Fifth Street, in the downtown

core of Chatham. The property consists of a lhree story commercial building designed in

the Renaissance ReMval architeclural sqyle, with frontage on both King and Fifth

Streets.

Statement of Cultural Heritaoe Value or lnterest

Historical Vatue or Associativo Valus (Ontario Horitage Regulation 9/00)

What is now the Community of Chatham (City), within the Municipality of Chatham-Kent,

began on a February day in 1793 when Sir John Graves Simcoe, Upper Canada's

(Ontario) frst Lieutenant-Governor, came to the forks of the river, which he had recently

named the Thames. He stopped to look at a mill 'of curious construc{ion,' and

reconnoitred the area. He decided that this \itould be a good place for a naval

establishment, and decided to catl it Chatham. He sent Deputy-Surveyor Abraham

lredell to complete a survey of the town-site, wtlich he did in August of 1795 That

survey consisted of the streets wtlich we still know as the downtown core of Chatham'

The most prominent intersection, in lredell's survey, and still today' is that of King and

Fifrh Streets.

Despite being surveyed in 1795, the settement of Chatham was largely one in name

only until the early 1830's. Settlement was just too sparse in this pari of the country lo

wanant commercial activity of any size before that time' However, by 1839, a lhree-

story frame building called The Royal Exchange began operation under the ownership

of Joseoh Northwood on the southwest comer of King and Fifth Streets' lt was

describedasthe|argssthote|intheWestemDistric{(comprisingmostofwhatwe*|l|
Southwestem Ontario today), and had five large sitting rooms, 25 bedrooms, a bar-

room, a billiard room and extensive stables and outhouses'

This hotel maintained a prominent place

in the business and social life of
Chatham until February of 1898. A dance

was hetd there on St. Valentine's night; a

few hours later, fire was discovered. The

temperature rscorded 'l5 degrees below

zero that night, whictl made fighting the

fire even rnore difficult and by the nexl

day, the tame building was no longer

inhabitable, and a 'royal" epoch had

come to an end.

However, this was not the end for this

property occuping such a prominent

spot in the city. The following year, Mrs.

lsabella Gamer erected the Mctoria

Block. There w€s a men's clothing store

(Thomton & Douglas) at the street level,

Flguro I - Ercorpt ttom ttlarch 29, 1900 Edltbn of
tho Evoning Bann€r
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and rental offices on the second and third floors. As such, the building continued to

participate in the commercial life of the city until at least the 1950's. Ouring this p€tiod

subseouent t€nants induded fve and dim€ store S.H. Knox & Co., which latsr merged

with F.W. Wooh^orth, and later The Bank of flova Scotia' In 1957, the building got a

new, mid-century modem style faqade of aluminum and glass panels, and the weymur

Building continued to occupy tfu spot into the 2131 century.

h 2008, local businessman Dan Wanener purchas€d the building' by fiis lime vacant

and looking very lired. In his imitable way, Mr. Wanener gave it a new leasa on life' by

uncovering the Mclorian splendour of the Vic'toria Block. He r€moved the 1 950's faqade,

and restored the 1898 building, with rnodem r€novalions inside to encourage new

businesses to locate there. Today, 138 King Sbe€t West once again anchors a mai)r

interseclion in downtown Chatham and hopefully' will conlinue to do so for many years

to come.

Deslgn Value or Physlcal
Valu€ (Onterlo Herttage
Regulatlon 9/06)

The Mc-toria Block is a restored

Renaissance Revival, late
nin€toenth cantury comnrercial
block. Th€ proporty consists of
a three-story oommercial

bullding, with a store fronl on its
King Stro€1, first-level hontage,

and windotols illuminating
officey'residenlial space on the

sacond and third stories. The

building is w€ll designed for its

comer, with the norfieast comer of the buildirE angled around th€ com€r of the

inters€clion. Entrance to th€ second and thid l€vels is at the rear, Fifrh street comer of

the building.

Contextual Value (Ontado Hedtage Reguldlon 9,06)

ThoMc{oriaB|ockanchorsthesouthlwstcom€rofon€ofthepfi'naryintersedionsin
th€ dol r onn core of Chatham. lt s€rves as an unoffcial entranco to the west side of

lhe downtown, inviting p€ople to trav€l further dovn the street'

Flgu.. 2 Phoioenph of lh. Vlctorh Blod( (C|rc. tg50)

Flgur€ 3 - Photoer.Dh ol lh. Vlcbdr Bloct (Ociobr 20tif)
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Description of Heritags Attributes/Character Dotining Elements

Key exterior elements of the Mctoria Block property that contdbute to its value as a welF

restored nineteenth century commercial block indude:

*well{efined stringcourse separating the street level from upper levels of the building

"pilasters, with Corinthian capitols, plac€d at regular intervals on both the King and Fifth

Street facades, moving from the string@urse to the comice

'large, uood-framed shop windows, with diamond-shap€d, cut glass transoms, and

orominent r,rooden shop door

tgarlanded limestone lirftels above all second story windows



"limestons pilasters sepaftlling second story windows

1imestone sills on all upPer story windows

'Romanesque windows on the thid story, with bdck and lim€stone labels

'Limestone and bdck, segm€nted lab€ls on Fifih Street, sfeet-levd windows and

doorways



.decorative brick corbelling, ,ust und€r and supPorting the comic€
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*decorative brick corbelling, just under and supporting the cornice
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