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The Corporation of the City of Hamilton 

BY-LAW NO. 84-31 

To Designate: 

• 

THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS ''THE RIGHT HOUSE'' 
LOCATED AT MUNICIPAL NOS. 35-41 KING STREET EAST 

As Property of: 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE AND INTEREST 

WHEREAS the Council of the City of Hamilton did give 
notice of its intention to designate the property mentioned in 
section 1 of this by-law in accordance with subsection 29(3) 
of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, Chapter 337; 

AND WHEREAS no notice of objection was served on the 
City Clerk as required by subsection 29(5) of the said Act; 

• 

AND WHEREAS it is desired to designate the property 
mentioned in section 1 of this by-law in accordance with clause 
29(l)(a) of the said Act. 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Corporation of the 
City of Hamilton enacts as follows: 

1. The property known as. ''THE RIGHT HOUSE'', located at 
Municipal Nos. 35-41 King Street East and more particularly 
described in schedule ''A'' hereto annexed, is hereby designated 
as ~roperty of historic and architectural value and interest. 

2. Ti1e City· Solicitor is he-reby -a-uthor·i,ze.d an.d directed 
to cause a copy of this by-law, together with reasons for the 
designation set out in schedule ''B'', to be registered against 
the property affected in th.e proper registry off ice. 

3. 

• 

The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed, 

(i) to cause a copy of this by-law, together 
with reasons for the designation to be 
served on the owner and The Ontario 
Heritage Foundation by personal service 
or by registered mail; . 

(ii) to publish a notice of this by-law in a 
newspaper having general circulation in 
the Municipality of the City of Hamilton, 
for three consecutive weeks. 

PASSED this /. 14th day of Februa1y A.O. 1984. 

City Cle Mayor 

(1983) 19 R.P.R.C. 7, October 11 
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SCHEDULE II A II 

To 

By-law No. 84- 31 
-

THE RIGHT HOUSE 

35-41 King Street East, 
Hamilton, Ontario 

. - - - -- - ----- ···- --··- .. 

' 

ALL AND S!NGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate 
lying and being in the Nathaniel Hughson Survey, in the City of Hamilton i~ 
the Regional N1unicipality of Hamilton-'}/entworth (formerly the Count/ of 
\\'ent\•1orth) end Province of Ontario, ond being composed of Port of Lot ii/ 
fronting on the north side of King Street, Port of Lot 291fronting on the south 
side of King William Str.eet end Port of the olley\•!oy between the said Lots 
closed by By-Low No. 565 of the Corporation of the City of Hamilton, passed 
the ll~th day of Moy, 1906, and which may be more particulorfy described os 
follows, that is to soy: 

CO,'Y\MENCING at the southeostern angle of Lot 4 aforesaid, being the 
intersection of the northern limit of King Street v,ith the western, limit of 
Hughson Street a.s showf\ fin the Nathaniel Hughson Survey and being the 
intersection of the northern limit of l<ing Street with the v.•estern limit of 
Hughson Street as shown on plan of survey BA-784 registered by the Director 
of Tit Jes on the 23rd day of December, 1975 as Instrument No. 400465 A.B.; 

• 
• 

THENCE westerly along the northern limit of King Street 60.42 feet mor~· or 
less to o p~fnt in the prodt:1ction southerly of the line of the western foce of 
the western wa·i-,·. of the building erected· upon the 'lands 'here'in described now· 
occupied by the Right House and known as Numbers 35 to 41 King Street East; 

THEt.JCE northerly to and along the western face of the said wall I 38.2 I feet 
more or less to on angle in the said wall, the said angle being distant 61.0833 
feet measured westerly parallel with the northern limit of King Street from 
the western limit of Hughson Street; 

• 

THENCE westerly along a southern face of a southern \'tall of the aforesaid 
building .75 feet more or less to an angle in the said wall; 

• 

T}-JFNCr= northerly along a western face of a western woJJ of the said building 
.73 feet more or less to on angle in the said v,oll; 

• 

THENCE westerly along a southern face of a southern v,1oli of the said building 
.• 46 feet to on angle in the said wall; 

• 

THENCE northerly along a western face of o v1estern wall of the said building 
11. 73 feet more or less to an angle in the said wall, the said angle being 
distant. 62~21 feet meosur~d westerly _parallel v,ith the northern limit of King. 
S1reet from the \Vestern limit of Hughson Street; 

THENCE west~rly along a southern face of o southern \vall of the said building 
4.54 feet more or less to on ongle in the said wall; 

• 

THENCE northerly along a western face of o v,estern \Volf of the said building 
17 .87 feet more or Jess to on angle in the said \•tall, the said ongle being 
distant 67.12 feet measured westerly porollel w1th the northern limit of King 
Street from the western limit of Hughson Street; 

' 
• • 

THENCE westerlv alono o sotrthPrn fnrP. nf n c;n11fh,..rn v,nll nf tha cnirf n11ilninl'T 

. i i .12 feet more or iess to on angle 1n the said wall; . · . 
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Tf-lENCE northerly along o v,esfern .face of a western wall of the said building 
52. 77 feet more or less to t,,e north\vestern angle of the said building; 

THENCE easterly alo,g fhe northern face of the northern \•101[ of the said 
building erected upon ihe lands herein described, end the production easterly 
of the line thereof 79.71 feet more or less too point in the \•:estern limit of 
Hughson Street; 

THENCE southerly along 'the western limit of Hughson Street 220 feet more or 
less to the piece of ·beginning . 

• • • 

SECONDLY: 

ALL Af\10 51"1GULAR thot certain pc:r,:cl o:- trc,;t of Jc,~·:f c:-:c.l ;'.'r~~m:ses sit·Jat~, 
lying end being in the City of Ha:nil1o,,, in tl-;e i-{egion•JI ,v:ur.icipality of 
Homitton-\.\/entworth (formerly the County of \'.'entv:orth), and Province· of 

On·tario onq being composed of Ports of Lots 29 and 30 fror1ting on the south 
side of King \Villiam Street between Jomes ond H,;ghson Streets in Nathaniel 
Hugh son's Survey in the said Ci·ty of Hamilton, and v:hich may be more 
porticulorly described as follov,s, 1hat is to soy: 

CO;>A,\,ENCING at a cross cut in the concrete walk marking the intersection of 
tl,e southern limit of King 'A'illiom Street with the v,estern limit of Hughson 
Street, being the northeostern angle of said Lot 29; 

THENCE westerly along the southern limit of King V/illiam Street 84.33 feet 
to on iron bcr planted in the eastern limit of the alleyway opened by By-Lav, 
Number 565 of the Corporation of the City of Ha:i·:ilton, passed the l4th day 
O .f Moy 1·0 06·- . l ·,,., ,·--

THENCE southerly along the eastern limit of the aforesaid alleyway 67.29 feet 
more or less to a stake planted in the production \•1esterly of the line of the 
northern face of the northern v,oll of the Right House building erected upon 
the lands immediately adjoining on the south; 

THENCF easterly to and along the northern face of the aforesaid wall and the 
production easterly of the line thereof.83.37 feet more or Jess too cross cut in 
the concrete marking a point in the western limit of Hughson Street; 

THENCE northerly olong the western limit of Hughson Street 68.06 feet more 
or less to the place of beginning. 

• 

THE foregoing description being intended to describe the parcel of land upon 
v.•hich is erected the building known as the Right House, and being municipally 
known in the year I 983 os Numbers 35 to 41 King Street East, Hamilton, 
Ontario • 

• 
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SCHEDULE ''B'' 

To 

By-law No. 84- 31 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

THE RIGHT BOUSE 

35-41 King Street East, 
Hamilton, Ontario 

• 

' 

, 

- -
In 1890 t.o ]893, ton •er C. Vat.kins bailt 'the 

new pre111i ses fpr The ·1:1g111:, BDuae on Gore Park, her the U'J"iTal :in the c:l.t7 of 

a contemporary innovation mail aarketing on the grand acale. The R5glat Jb1•e 

was bigger, bolder a1,t better pped than arv- of it• hbo e stores. 

Architect. W:.iJJ:iam stewa1•t; & Son had been able to translate this new 
spi 1-it :5111:,o architectural te1·11a with considerable .uccesa and a . measure of 

• 

Viet.orian flamboyance. 

In the int.erest of promating :its "modem" upect, ·'rhe Big11I. lbuae design 
• 

ea1q,l07ed maJiy or the fashionable teat.urea of the d.q: 

atone arches busiq artic11Jated the street. tacade; conte:giorar;y pressed aetalvol'k 
• 

provided the c1°ow1,ing decoration to eaves am parapet. (now gone); window ope s 

contained so 1a•1ch plate glass that the b11ilding we ni d the Cr,ystal Palace; 

and modern ce>nve~e:nc;:es auch as the tor offered an added degree or comfort and 

class to shopping excursions. In te1 2111s ot aubseque11t architectural developnenta, • 

Watkins' buil but :it :is now also the last ot the 

large nineteenth cetit..111') dep nt stores to :Ye · int,act, in the cit7. J.s such, 

The Right ff:>use is a 11ni que fl7HJlple or it• kind. in :t.on. 

That m1Lrepreneur Watkins chose to locate on the Gore was in keeping with 

a city tradition, tor the Gore was the cos111erc1&1 focus ot 
and wholesale businesses. Furt.hex2wre, Gore Park was a aajor cit;r attraet.ion tor 

Ham1J:t.onians at the t 111-n of the ce1diU17; its luah mature treea, flower beds 

and gracerul fo11t1Lain provided a setting not onq- pleasant. tor people but al.so 

highly co11g,]ime,1t..&17 to :the •1>1'l'Ol1nding architecture. Then, u todq, Watkins• 
• 

store related well to the site, tor :its design wu both nious and 

distinet.ive, and its size was scaled appropriate~ tor people and open aqua.re. 

"l!hile the Gore streetscape has cont.:Stmed to nol ew bt1:ildinga have replaced. old 

and facadea have c ed accoz·d1ng to 1'uhion-the Right House has 
' 

its place or pram1'nence. 'ibl!r -· . ·- ·• 

the Gore, and, except tor Iii.nor c 

Titalit7. 

· ·l&t:1-1:-l~ iSa,·•1as ,o .a .a•joJ:" !!ncho~ !,~ck. on 
-

ea, ret.•:Sns its or appearmce arJd 

•• • 

•• 

•• 

or partic11J ar significance are the eouth and easL facades on the exterior 

and tlie cast :.i ,-on col,11111·,a on the first noor of the 1111.erior. 
' 
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