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Bill No •. B-2 

The Corporation of the City of Hamilton 
BY-LAW NO. 84- 68 

To Designate: 

THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS "THE PIGOTT BUILDING" 
LOCATED AT MUNICIPAL NOS. 36-40 JAMES STREET SOUTH 

As Property of: 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE AND INTEREST 

WHEREAS the Council of the City of Hamilton did 

tioned in section l of this by-law in accordance with sub­
section 29(3) of The Ontario Heritage Acti R.s.o. 1980, 
Chapter 337i 

AND WHEREAS the Conservation Review Board made 
a report as required by the said Act~ 

AND WBRREAS it is desired to designate the prop­
erty mentioned in section l of this by-law in accordance with 
clause 29(14){a) of the said Act. 

NOW THEREFORE the Council 
City of Hamilton enacts as follows: 

of The Corporation of the 
• • 
' 

l. The property known as "THE PIGOTT BUILDING", located 
at Municipal Nos. 36-40 James Street South and more particu­
larly described in schedule "A" hereto annexed, is hereby 
designated as property of historic and architectural value 
and interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authorized and directed 
to cause a copy of this by-law, together with reasons for the 
designation set out in schedule "B", to be registered against 
the property affected in the proper registry office. 

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed, 

(i) to cause a copy of this by-law, together 
with reasons for the designation to be 
served on the owners and The Ontario 
Heritage Foundation by personal service 
or by registered mail: 

{ii} to publish a notice of this by-law in a 
newspaper having general circulation in 
the Municipality of the City of Hamilton, 
for three consecutive weeks • 

PASSED this 27th ay of March A.D. 1984. 

• 
( 

City Clerk Mayor 
• 

(1983) 14 R.P.R.C. 5, June 28 
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SCHEDULE •A• 
To 

By-law No. 84- 68 

PI BU i i,DIRG 

36-40 James Street Soutb, 
Hamilton, OJ:ltario 

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and 
premises, situate lying and being in the City of Ba,uilton 

• 

• 

' 
in the Regional Municipality 0£ Ha•uilton-Wentworth, (fox,,,erly 
in.the City o~ ~amilton, in the County of ~entworth) iil t:he 
PRovince 0£ Ontario .. ··and being composed .of parts of Lots N1111aber 
forty-two and forty-three (42 and 43) according to Peter Bunter 
Ha11iilton Survey filed in the ~egis Office for -the· ~egisti·y · 
Di vision of Wentworth in Miscellaneous Drawer No. 2 and being 
in block bounded by Main, McNab, Xing and Ja,,,es Streets, in 
the City of Ba111ilton, and which may be more particularly 
described as follows, that is to say: 

• 

CO:MM,ENCING at a point in the northex1, limit of Main Street West 
distant ninety-six feet and two inches (96'2•) measured 
westerly thereon· from a point in t:he weste11, li1,,i t of Ja111es 

• 
Street; -

THENCE northerly and parallel with the said li 111i t of Ja11,es 
Street seventy-one feet ana three inches (71' JM) more or less 
to a point in .the southern li11,i t 0£ the lands of the Pigott 
Realty Company Limited; · : 

THENCE westerly along the southern bounaary of the lands of 
the Pigott Realty Company.Lirnited,.eighteer. £eet {lB') ffll'>re 
or less to the southwestern angle thereof ·111arked by a cross 
cut in a con~rete driveway and being distant seventy~one feet 
and four and one-half inches (71' 4~•) measured northerly 
parallel with the aforesaid limit 0£ ~ames ·street from.a point 
in the aforesaid limit of Main Street; 

• 

• 

THEN.CE nort'herly parallel with the aforesaid limit of Ja•1,es 
Street and being along the westexx, limit of the aforesaid lands 
of the Pigott Realty Company Li111ited, fifty-eight fee'h and seven 
inches (58' 7") to a point; . 

• 

THENCE westerly parallel with the 
seventy-two feet and.seven inches 

aforesaid limit of Main Street 
(72' 7•) to a ~~int; -

THENCE southerly paralle 1 with the 
Street one hundre~ and twenty-nine 
half inches (129' 11~") to a point 
Main Str:eet; 

• 

aforesaid limit of James 
feet and eleven and one­
in the aforesaid li11ij t of 

• 

THENCE easterly along the aforesaid limit of Main Street, 
ninety feet and seven inches (90' 7") to t:he place 0£ beginning. 

TOGETHER WITH THE R~GBT in common with all others entitled 
thereto to pass over, along and upon and use as a right-of-way 
a strip of l.and being part of the Lot N1111iber forty-three (43) 
hereinbefore mentioned and which said ~ight-of-way may be 11ore 
particularly described as fo1lows, that is to say: 

• 

COMMENCING at a point in the nort:he111 limit of Main Street at 
the southeaste:z:1, ang1e- of the 1ands herei.nbefore described, the 
said point being distant ninety-six feet end two inches (96' 2•) 
measured westerly along the north ex,, li1ni t of Main Street from 
a point in the western li,rait of Ja1r1es Street; 

• 
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~'HENCE northerly parallel with the said li 11,; t of James Street 
and beiilg along the most eastex11 li11,;t of the he.reinbefore. 
described parcel of land, seventy-one £eet ana 1:hree inches 
(71' 3 '.) more or less to a point Jn the ·souther11 l ;i 11,j t of 'the 
said lands 0£ the Pigott Realty Co11,pany t,i11,i1:ea; · 

• • • •• • •• • 

9l'HENCE easterly along the said 1;,,,it: of the 1anas of t:he Pigott 
Realty Company Limited, six £eet ~6') t:o a-point; 

THENCE southerly parallel with the aforesaid li11,it of James 

toe point in the aforesaid limit of Main Street: 
• 

THENCE westerly along the aforesaid liJni t 
• 

of Main Street, s1X 
. ' 

feet (6·') to tJie- place of beginning • 
• 

• 

ALSO roGETHER WITH THE RIGHT in COliUllOn with all others entitled 
'tl!ereto to pass over, along and upon and use as- a right-of-way 
part of the Lot Nu,riber forty-three (.C3) hereinbefore mentioned 
and which said ri~ht-of-way may be more particularly described 
as follows, that is to say: 

• 

co CING at the southweste11i angle of the lands of the Pigott 
Realty Company Limited marked by a cross-cut in the concrete 
priveway the said cross being distant one hundred and fourteen 
feet and two inches (114' 2") measured westerly .from·.a point in 
the western limit of James Street distant seventy-one feet and 
one inch (71' l") 11ieasured northerly thereo11 from a point in 
the northex11 limit o~ t4ain Street, the said cross be_ing also 
distant seventy-one feet a.no four and one-half inches (7lr 4~") 
measured northerly parallel with the said limit 0£ James Street 
from a point in the northe.t1, li111it of Main Street; 

'l'HENC.E northerly parallel witl: 'L~e aforesaid limit of Ja11ies 
Street and being along the western limit of the lands of the 
aforesaid Pigott ~ealty Company Limited, seventy-one feet and 
ten inches (71' 10") to the northwestern angle thereof; 

• 

THENCE easterly along the no:a:tl"ern limit of the aforesaid 
lands of the Pigott ~ealty Company Limited, twelve feet 
to a point;· 

• 

(12') 

· 'l'HENCE southerly parallel with the· wes tex2, li,11; t of the 
aforesaid lands of the Pigott Realty Co111pany Li1aited, seventy­
one feet and ten inches (71' 10") more or less to a point in 
the souther11 1:i ,1,i t thereof; 

THENCE westerly along the last mentioned .li111it, twelve £eet 
(l2')to the place of beginning. 

SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT of all others entitled thereto to pass 
over, along and upon and use as a right-of-way, a strip of 
land being part of the Lot Number forty-three (43) hereinbefore 
mentioned which s~ia right-of-way may he more particularly 
described as follows, that is to say: 

COMMENCING at a point in the northez1:, li ,,,; t o.f Main Street 
at the southeaste111 angle of the lands hereinbefore described 
the said point being .distant ninety-six :feet and.two.inches 
(96' 2") 1neasured westerly along the said 1imit of Main Street 
£rom a point in the western 1iJ11it o.f Ja11,es Street; 

9l'HENCE northerly_ para1le1 with the saia li11iit of Ja11,es Street 
and being along the most eastern limit of the hereinbefore 
described parcel of land, seventy-one £eet ana three inches 
(71' 3") more or less to. a point in the southex1, li1oit of the 
lands of the Pigott Realty Company Li1r1ited; 
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' ~HENCE westerly along the southe111 li111i t of the aforesaid 
l.ands, of the Pigott Realty Company Li,r,ited, eighteen feet 
(18') to the southwestez,1 angle thereof, the said angle being 
marked by a cross cut in the concrete driveway and being 
distant seventy-one £eet and £ou1· and one-half inches (71 • 41:&") 
measured northe;-1y paral.lel with the aforesaid. li•11it of Ja,c,es 
Street from a. point in the northexn li:ao;t of Main Street and 
being also distant one hundred and fo11rteen feet and two inches . 
(114' 2") measured westerly fr a point in the aforesaid 
limit of Ja111es Street distant .seventy one feet and one .inch 
(71' l ") measured northerly therer,11 fr a point .in the norther1,, 
li 21,i t of Main Street • 

• 
• 

THENCE southeaaterly in a straight line t:wenty-three feet and 
four inches (23' 4") more or less to an intersection with a 
line drawn parallel with and distant one hundred and two £eet 
and two inches (102' 2") measured westerly parallel with the 
northern limit o:f Main Street from the western limit of .Ja11,es 

street, the said point being distant nineteen feet and ten 
inches (19' 10") measured southerly along the said line so 
drawn from the aforesaid southern limit of the lands of the 
Pigott Realty cor,,pany Li•t1itea. 

"· . • 

THENCE southerly parallel with the weste.1.11 1; 1,1; t of Jaa11es Street 
fifty-one feet and £ive and three-quarters inches (51' S-3/4•) 
more or less to a point in t:he aforesaid northern li111i t of Main 
Street; 

• 

THENCE easterly along the norther,, li,11it of Main Street, six 
.feet (6') to the place of beginning. 

• 
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SCHEDULE •a• 
To 

By-law No. 84- 68 
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

36-40 James Street South, 
Hamilton, Ontario 

, 

, 

' 

' 

)6-40 ·James Street South was bull t in 1928-29 in the 
Hamilton downtown core by J.M. Pigott'• construction company 
for his realty company. Architects tor the building were 
Prack and Prack, a local ~i1u that specialized in industrial 
buildin~s. 

As the city's first and only pre-modern atyscraper, the 
Pigott building records the arrival in Hamilton or this 
revolutionary new buildin1 type and, as such, serves as an 
important milestone in the city's arohitectural development. 

Towering over its contemporaries, the eighteen-storey 
structure d1"amatically altered the traditional building scale 
or the downtown. The Pigott•s lofty, set-back silhouette bec~e 
the focal point or the Central Business District and the 
crownin~ element of the James atreetscape. Lighted at night tor 
special effect, -the Pigott tower immediately became a popular . 
landmark. It gave greater status to the downtown and a progre&sive 
image to the city. · 

It is significant that a building noted tor its modex-11 
innovations, could also rel.ate successfully to its older. 
established setting. 'l'radi tional, Gothic Revival cietail. c;nd -the 
standard building aligr,ment provided a continuity at street 
level; set-backs, unbroken vertical piers and scul tured finials 
gave free expression above to the skyscraper's exh lerating 
new height. This was a theatrical interpret·ation rather than a 
structural one and belonged to a short-lived movement centred in 
New York City. In Hamilton, the Pigott is the only one of its 
kind and. because the Depression followed halt a year after 
construction, the movement is not widely represented in Canada. 

The success ~r the Pigott building must be credited to 
archi teets PI·ack and Prack, who excelled in the only skyscraper 
they ever designed, and to owner J.M.Pigott,who undertook the 
construction of the city's first skyscra?er with the best material 
and workmanship available.This partnership produced a building 
which combined the traditional building arts with the new 
technology. On the exterior, dall·1ime~tone sheathing and 
decoration covered the new steel skeleton construction and, on 
the interior, the entrance lobby. containing the most up-to-date 
elevators, was richly decorated in the traditional manner with 
marble, brass. gothic arches, and coffered ceiling. 

While ·no longel." the h!g..)iest p_«;tint in 'the ~1 ty, 'the Pigott 
tower today •till functions as II dramatic and diatin -·1abe~ 
component of the Hamilton downtown, providing,as wel , a welcome 
stylistic variety.and a valuable historical dimension. As the 
headquarters of an important Hamil ton ti1·m and the work of local 
architects and builder, the Pigott building always had considerable 
meaning for the citya as an outstanding example of its e, 
Hamilton's first akyscraper i• considered to be of provincial 
significance. 

• 
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