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In the Matter of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.s.o. 1980, Chapter 
337; 

-and- • 

In the Matter of The Lands and Premises 
Address in the Province of Ontario. 

at the Following Municipal 

To: Ontario Heritage Foundation-- ... REGISTERED MA:tL 
77 Bloor street West 
2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 2R9 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of 
Vaughan has passed the following by-law designating the property, 
including lands and buildings, at the following municipal address, 
as property of architectural and historical value or interest 
under Part IV of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, Chapter 
337. 

Isaac Baker Homestead 
1350 Langstaff Road 

Part Lot 11, Concession 2 
concord 

The Isaac Baker Homestead which includes: the Isaac Baker 
House, Harness Shop and Blacksmith Shop, 1350 Langstaff Road, 
part of lot 11 in concession 2, is designated under the 
ontar,io --He:i:-itaqe Act r·or arclri·tec:tural and historicai reasons. - -

The Isaac Baker House built in 1929, 
Foursquare house with a rock-faced, 
The two-and-one-half-storey house has 
rear tail addition. The cement blocks 
were hand-made by Isaac Baker. 

is a fine example of a 
cement block exterior. 

a square plan with a 
cladding the structure 

The Isaac Baker Harness Shop 
1930, are both balloon framed 
siding. Plank sheathing can be 
the structures. 

and Blacksmith Shop built in 
structures with narrow shiplap 
found on the interior walls of 

The Baker family emigrated from Somerset County, Pennsylvania 
in 1802 and was one of the early families to settle in 
Vaughan. The Isaac Baker Harness Shop has provided the 
community with hand-crafted horse harnesses and other leather 
goods for the past 60 years. 

DATED at the Town of Vaughan 
this 20th day of November 1990. 
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IN THE Of.FfCE 

DEC 10 1990 

ARCHITECTURE A'HD 
PLANNING 

BRANCH 

A By-law to cSasignate tm Isaac , 1350 Ia•~sl:atf Road, Part 
in the ToWn of Vau;Jlian, RegioMJ · IDt 11, on 2, 0:-1.c•>.rd, 

Ml••·icipality of York as mid historical value or 
in • 

of the 011tario Heritage Act, R.s.o. 1980, 

authorizes the CU.ir.11.:il ot a 1111r1icipality to enact by-laws to desi911a.te 

prt!;et'LY, i1)::Ju:lirg all b1iJdi1Y.,1s a,n sl-1ucti.1r1JS thereon, to be of 

a1·,.~1itec::t111·aJ a11J/or historical vaJ1ie or i111.:e:r,:" :L; a,u, 

the 0:llJJ).:il of 'Jbe COrp,ration of the Town of Va: has 

as the 

Isaac Baker Hc:11estead, 1350 Ia1)JSlaff Road, Part Ic,t 11, COnc.>?SSion 2, in 

the of Va1:agJ1an, in I the Regio,,aJ MJ111icipality of York, more 

in · Sc.!1t'dt1J e ''A'' attached he:r-et o; a1):l tip·in the 

011lario 
• 

J)Jlice of i 111. ei1tion to desi911ate the 

pn:ifeJ Ly a1ll has ca11sed sUc:~1 1 .. ·,1 .. ic:e of i11tei·1tion to be 

in a nc::,,mpaper havirg gen:1 al ci n:,11 ation in the 111,1ni cipality 

once for each of 

I 

SC,: ved ai the Clerk of the ?il111i cipality: • 

1™ 'lftF:RF:FORF: the 0:111).:il of the C011w:,ration of the Town of Va: 

ENACIS AS R>IlaE: 

1. 'There is desigtated as beirg of arc~1i.tec::l 111-aJ atrl historical value 

or i11l.erest the p · 
I , 

Iatl:JSI aff Rt:Xld, Pax t :tDt 11, OJJ):essior1 2, Col')._,.,rd, in the Town of 
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for 
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'!he Town solicitor 

' • 

l 

are S<!t cut in SChed111 e ''B'' attached 

authorized to ca1.1se a c.~:~y of this 

By-law to be registeroo against the Jm pe?·ty desc::t•ib.d in Schedt1Je 

''A'', ' 

in the prc:pe:r la11l :regist1y office. 

4. '!he Town Clerk is 

to be Setved the'. o..mer of the afort:!Sa.i d pn:pe:r Ly and on the 

0111 ario tia-i a1l.l to ca11se notice of the passi1g of 

this by-law to be 

of i11tei-,1_.ia-i to s6 desig1-.ate was pmlished 011C.:e for each of 
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RE:AD a F' 11<:.i'l' a11:J sex:x:iNo ti 11e this 2oth day of Nove11a,er, 1990 • 
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I Mayor 
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eh, Town Clerk 
' 

RE:AD a 'IHI RD ti,te atrl finally P.,SSEd this 2oth day of Noveniber 1990. 
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''A'' '10 BY-IAW 374-90 

ATl, AND s that I eJ lain pan_,e] or tract of 
sil_1.1ate, lyi1l:1 ai'd beirg in the Town of Va1))1,an in the 0:•111ty of York, 
bei1'XJ ,::i::ri(,•.E!Ed of pat t of Ic:,t 11 in the Sec::z:>11i:l Con:::.:,zsi, n1 of the said 
Town, which said larxls ai-e 11,.>re pat'l.i, ,,,Jarly descriJ:,,·d as follows: 

' c·x:meN<,:I rj; at an irc11 pipe pla11tei in the so1therly limit of the said 
Ic:,t 11 which said pipe is dist_ar1L 1249 f,;.:,t 10 inc.i1es nw:ms,,red on a 
,::z:1.1:n;e north 74 do·g:cees east fn.111 the S<:1..1UM:-:·:t a1-.g-le of the said lot; 

fet'it_:e 247 

• 

'!HEN< :e north 74 deg:roit:s 15 mi1'1Ut:es east alol'X} a wire feilC::e 278 feet 3 
i ,x:iies to an i1,:11 pipe plai1l.aJ; 

' 
16 d:~D ; 39 mi riul es east alol'X} a wire fenc:e 245 feet 10 

in·a1 pipe pla11t:e:l in the ly limit of said Ic,t 11; 
• 

1iftENCE So.1lh 74 di:grec-:: trest al•.t')'.J the last n1e1-,ti0111·d limit 287 feet 
to the place of c::z.11mei1C.:ti1E1'1L, which said lai'rls are n-ore pa::t tiaiJarly 

forth a1 a si11 vey pr,:pare:l by Ri:ss o. Sl,1.Jrdy beari1~ date April 
2rd, 1953. 
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Angela Pacchiarotti 
June 1990 
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Iaaao Bater Hoaeatea4 
1350 Langatatf Roa4 

Lot 11, conceaaion 2 
,concord 
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The Iaaac , Balcer Hoaeatead which ' 

,,inc;ludea: the Iaaac Balcer Houae, Harness 
Shop and Blacksaith Shop, 1'350 Langstaff 
Road, part of ·lot 11 in'concession 2, 
are recornrnend~d for designation under 
the Ontario Herit•ge Act for 
architectural and historical reasons • • • 

The Isaac Balcer House built in 1929, is 
a fine exaaple of a Foursquare house 
with a · rock-faced, cement block 
exterior. The two-and-one-half-storey 
house haa a aquare,plan with a rear tail 
addition. T4e cement blocka cladding 
the atructure were hand-made by Isaac 
Baker. 

The Isaac Baker Harn••• Shop and 
Blacksmith Shop built in 1930, are both 
balloon fraaed atruct11rea with narrow 
shiplap aiding. Plank abeathing can be 
found on the interior wall• of the 
atruct11rea. 

• • 

The Balcer family emigrated from Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania in 1802 and was one 
of the early families to settle in 
Vaughan. The Isaac Baker Harness Shop 
has provided the community with 
hand-crafted horae harneaaea and other 
leather 9ooda for the paat 60 yeara • 
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Zaaac Baker Hoaestea4 
1350 Langstaff Road 
Lot 11, conceaaion 2 · 
~o~ -
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Jacob and Mary Baker (nee Breck) emigrated from Somerset 
county, PennsylvAnia to Upper Canada in 1800 with eight 
children and sixteen grandchildren. During their trip, the 
Baker family stopped near Niagara Fall• where Jacob Baker 
is believed to have been abducted by Indiana. In 1802, 
Mary Baker with six of her ~ildran and a n11mber of 
grandchildren, continued their · journey to Upper Canada to 
finally settle in the County of Y~rk. 

I 

In 1816, Jonathan Baker, a·grandchild of Mary Baker, bought 
Lot 11 in concession 2 and occupied tne property with his 
family. In 1801, the 200-acre property waa granted by the 
Crown· to Captain Daniel cozen,, a Britiah officer in the 
American Revolutionary War. Shortly thereafter, in 
November of 1801, Daniel cozen• sold the property to 
William Rymel. In June of 1815, the 200-acre lot passed 
from William Rymel to Nichol•• Johnson. In January of 
1816, Nicholas Johnson aold the same property to Christian 
Troyer for 175 pounds sterling. In May of 1816, Christian 
Troyer sold the 200-acre prope~y for 225 pound• aterling 
to Jonathan Baker. 

• 

Jonathan ·married Elizabeth Cober, daughter of Nicholas 
Cober. Jonathan and Elizabeth had no children of their 
own. In 1847, Jonathan'• brother Michael Baker aent his 
aon Jonathan Jr., to live with hi• uncle .to aaaiat him on 
the fazm. Jonathan Jr. received title to lot 11 in 
concession 2 in 1860 after hia uncle'• death. Elizabeth 
lived with her nephew and hi• faaily until her death • 

• 
Jonathan Jr. married Mary Heiae of Marlchaa •. Jesae Baker 
their son, received title to the land froa hia father in 

· 1912.· Jesse married Sophia Saith of Edgeley, in 1896 and 
had four children. 

Isaac Baker, Jesse'• eldeat aon married Annie Reesor in 
1928 and lived for a few year• in a the adjoining 
"grandfather" section of the Jonathan Baker House on the 
east side of Lot 11, Conceaaion 2. Iaaac Baker kept a 
harness shop in the lower atorey of the •plank on plank• on 
the Jonathan Baker Homestead • 

• 

In 1929, Isaac Ba~er began building a cement block house on 
the west-half of Lot 11 in conceaaion 2. The buildings on 
the property include a harness ahop and a former blacksmith 
sh~. . 
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Iaaac Baker Bo•••t•a4 
1350 Langatatt Road 
Lot 11, conceaaion 2 

• 

' 

• 

• 

. - • • 

In 1954, Sophia Baker •• the executrix ot Jesse Baker's 
will granted Isaac Baker the weat-halt ot lot 11 in 
concession 2, the parcel of land on which Isaac Baker began 
building his home on in 19·29. The remainder of lot 11 was 
granted to Amos Baker that aame year. The parcel of land 
inherited by Amos Baker was incorporated in 1964 .to become 
Baker Farms Limited. . .. 

' The blacksmith 
. built and used 

shoeing horses. 
storage. 

shop located on the property was.originally 
as a blacksmith shop, although not tor 

Excesa apace in the shop was used for 
• 

The Isaac Baker Harness Shop has 
community with hand-crafted horae 
leather goods for the paat 60 years. 

I 

• 

, 
• 
• • 

provided the Vaughan 
harnesses& and other 

• 

The enclave of the buildings on the Isaac Baker homestead 
includes, the Isaac Baker House, a harness shop and a 
former blacksmith shop. All atruct11res were built between 
1929-1931. 

The :rsaac Baker House ia a tine example of a Fo11rsquare 
house with a rock-faced C8lllent block exterior. 1 The 
two-and-one-half-storey house has a square plan with a one­
storey rear addition. The tail addition, ~sed as a s11mmer 
kitchen and atorage facility, ia clad in ~ongue-and-groove 
cedar. 2 The personal diaries ot Isaac Baker reveal 
that the cement blocks were hand-made by him with the help 
of Amos, hi• brother and Peter Cober a cousin and 

• neighbo11r. 
• 

The .cement blocks are bound in a very unique pattern; the 
blocks are moulded to resemble a horizontal atretcher laid 
above two r.olock blocks. Thi• block as a whole, is laid 
between single rolock blocks. 

I . 

The struct,,re · has a low ... pitched pyramidal roof with a 
similar pyramidal dormer projecting from the top storey of 
the facade (south elevation). The roofline has an eaves 
projection of approximately 12 inches. The facade holds a 
raised verandah with fo,,r squared col11mns acting as 
supports. Thewest elevation holds an enclosed porch with 
a pyramidal roof. These teat11res reiterate the 
Foursquare's emphasis on .horizontal lines and a heavy 
building mass. : 
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I•••c Baker Ko•••t•a4 
1350 Langataff Roa4 
Lot 11, conceaaion 2 

' 
I 

goncol'.4~~~~~--~~------------~----· 

I 

The upper storey windows on the facade bave a two-over-two 
pane arrangement. Two windows with a similar pane 
arrangement are found on either side of the centrally 
located main entrance. Two upper storey and two lower 
storey windows, all having a fo11r pane aash are found on 
the north elevations • 

• 

The interior of the hous• has a small elevator shaft, known 
as a d1Jmb-waiter, that was used as a portable serving 
table •. An interesting compartment is found in a kitchen 
cabinet between the dining room and the kitchen. · A 
section inside the east-wall cabinets, slides open creating: 
an aperture to pass objects from one room to the other • 

' Isaac Baker's harness shop and blacksmith shop are balloon 
framed structures with narrow shiplap siding. Plank 
sheathing can be found on the interior walls of the 
structures. A shed roof addition was built on the west 
elevaton circa 1970. The quality construction of the 
buildings suggest an earlier construction date, in 
actuality both atruct11rea were built between 1929-1931. 3 

1. Between 1890-1930 the Po1irsquara 
the complete mail-order house. 
and construction material• were 
package by the Aladdin Company 
Company. 

house became known as 
Ar~hitectural plans • sold as a complete 

and Seara, Roebuck, 

2. A second tail additibn was constructed in.the 1970s as 
a private entrance for the upstairs tenants. A door 
that opened onto a balcony was situated on the upper 
storey of the north elevation. 

• 
I 

3. Isaac Baker's harness shop survived a fire in 1983 that 
damaged the north side of the atruct11ra • 
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Iaaac Baker Boaestea4 
1350 Langstaff Road 
Lot 11, conceaaion 2 
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Abstract Index of.Dee~•, Regia Office, York (Newmarket). 
,aker, Isaac. Personal Diariea, J9a9-1934. • • 

Cober-Baker Cemetery Grounda, Dufterin Street • 
• • 

Decennial Censuses of Canada, 185J, 1861, 1891~ 
I 

Gowans, Alan. 
Press, 1986. Cnmbridge: The MIT 

• 

Horne, Henry. "A Brief HiatofY of the Early Settlera on 
Thil!l Line ". unpubliahed. . 
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Iaaac Baker Hoaeatea4 
1350 Langataff Road 
Lot 11, conceaaion 2 
concorj~~-----------
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south Elevation (facade) I 
' ' 

1. Pyramidal roof and dormer. 
2 • Square-shaped col11mna • 

cement Block Pattern 
1. Rolock block. 
2. Streacher. 
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I•aac Baker Bo•••t•a4 
1350 Langstaff Road 
Lot 11, concession a I 
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