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CITY OF VAUGHAN 

" 

In the Matter of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, Chapter 337; 

- and -
• 

In the Matter 
address in the 
in the Province 

of The Lands and Premises at the following Municipal 
City of Vaughan, in the Regional Municipality of York, 
of Ontario. ' 

To: Ontario Heritage Foundation 
77 Bloor Street West 

REGISTERED MAIL 

2nd floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 2R9 

• 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the city of 
Vaughan has passed a by-law designating the property at the followihg 
municipal. address, as property of historical value or interest under 
Part IV of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, Chapter 337. 

The Jacob 
Woodbridge, 
Heritage Act 

• 

Jacob Fisher Oak Tree 
Part Lots, concession 6 

Woodbridge • 

Fisher Oak Tree located on Part Lot 5, Concession 6, 
has been designated under Part IV of the Ontario 
for its historical significance. 

Named after the original owner of the crown grant property where 
it stands, this 200+ year old Bur Oak dates back to the first 
settlers of Vaughan Township. Early pioneers were required by 
the government to clear the land for planting. Those trees that 
remained served as property markers and wind breaks. The Jacob 
Fisher Oak Tree is a reminder of that first act by the early 

• pioneers. 

DATED at the City of Vaughan, this llth day of September 1991. 
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J . ach, city Clerk 
Corporation of the city of Vaughan 
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive 
Maple, Ontario, L6A 1T1 

' • • 
' 

I 

• 

6EP 24 1991 

~RCl~ITEC1"llRE ANO 
PL1\i-i~ll~IG 

HERITAGE OflA~tCH 

ONTARIO HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION 

• 

SEP 24 1991 
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A By-law to designate the Jacob Fisher oak Tree, lc:M:a:ted c:111 prc.:ie1·ty kllOWll 
. ,t·l>••icipally as Part I.Dt s, 6 1 W.:•:-n»·ict;e, in the City of 

Va:tl'Jl01an, in tbe «:1J1!!l Ml.11,i cipality of Yqrk, in the of onta1i.o 
as bei cw; of bist·orical. value or interest. 

• 

29 R.S.O. 1980, 

authorizes the 0·~11'Cil of a 1cu1,icipality to enact by-laws to desig11ate 
• 

real p:tq)C"< 0Ly, iool1.ldix~ all bJildiJl-JS ar"rl st.1uctiJ1:1·,s 

au:~ite.:l.t,:raJ arx:ljor hi st. oric.aJ value or inter-.:., ;t; a1xl, 

WHE:REJ\S the ColJJ)"'!il of '!be Co1.1):iration of the City of Va1J')l,an has 

as the 

in the City 

of va,.)JJ·,an, in the Regional M1nicipality of York, 100:re p,31 Lic,1Jarly 

• 

Fou"rlation, notic :e of 

am. has ca1Jscd s~:i1 :ootioe of ir1te1·1tion to be plblish:d in a ~JSpaper 

havi1-g ci 1:,_,11 ation in the n11ni cipality c:s).:e for each of 

no :ootic :e of ooje<:Lion to the pr<.p:w i€d desig11ation has been 

001 ved on the Clerk of the Mt1nicipality: 

NCM 'l'HE:Re:FORE the eo.,ooil of '!he Co1.p:,ration of the City of Va1)Jl1an 
• 

ENACIS AS FOT J' Cw.:>: 

1. • 
1S as beir-g of historic.al 

prcpe1 Ly as the Jac.:i.~, Fisher oak Tr,:e, Part T,:,t 5, eorx::ession 6, 

Woodbridge, in the City of Va1>3J>an, in the RegioraJ Mt.1ni cipality of 

• 

• 

• 
' • 
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2. for desi<J11ation are set o.1L in & iiec:11.11 e ''B'' a:Lta, iied 

• 

3. 

to be regisle:ra:i against the prc·t:ie1·Ly 

in the prcper laJ):l :regi sl :1 y offic.e. 
' 

4 • authorizei to ca1.1se a c:cpy of this By-law to 
• 

Fo.11):lation ar:J::i to ca11se nc:,Lic·e of the passir-g of this By-law 

• to be 

so desigrlate was ?Jbli shed ct"J:.e for eadl of 

' 

sex ooo axl:l 'lH I RD tine a111l finally pa~c::-cl this llth day of 
• 

• 

L. Mayor 

J. D . 
• 

• •• 

..,...,,._.,,,..._~.~. r •a•t>ta.t.:o 

CITY OF V.4lJGHAN 

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY • • 

DATE Jg q -
I 

NORM.t\t~ SMYTH 
' J DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

Eli! & CIW.T• 
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' 
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'Ihe lams sil 11atei in the City of Val)Jhan in the Regional Mt1nicipality of 
York, in the Pl.OV'in.:e of or1t·ario, beii-g c.) ll{.•:) .,·,] of Part r,:,t 5, eon.~·,ssion 
6, desigrlated as Part Tc:it 4, on Regisl.en?d Plan No. 65M-2309, City of 
Vaug}1an, Regional Mu21icipality of York • 
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CITY OF VAUGHAN 

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY 

DATE___, 

NORMAN SMYTH 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

a,•nrt"a J.a:Caid1!1,tnt1r:'ilNM11.cL.•,•·• ,,. 
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• SCHEDULE ''B'' TO BY-LAW 
• 

' 

• 
• 
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JACOB FISHER OAK'I'RF:E 
' • 

Part Lot 5, Concession 6 
\Voodbridg~e~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• 

SHORT R F:ASONS FOR DESIGNATION • 
• 

The Jacob Fisher Oak Tree located on Part 5, 
Concession 6, Woodbridge, is recommended for 
designation under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage 
Act for its historical significance. 

• 

Named after the original owner of the crown grant 
property where it stands, this 200 + year old Bur 

HISTORICAL SIGN·1 f'ICANCE 

(Above) Jacob Fisher Oak Tree in 1990. 

(Abo.ve) Jacob Fisher Oak Tree in 1983 before 
development to property . 

• 

JACOB FISHER OAK TREE, Part Lot 5, Concession 6 

• 

• 
• 
' 
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Oak dates back to the first settlers of Vaughan 
Township. Early pioneers were req11ired'by the 
government to clear the land for planting. Those 
trees that remained served as property markers 
and wind breaks. The Jacob Fisher Oak Tree is a 
reminder of that frrst act by the early pioneers. 

Although most of the frrst settlers in Vaughan 
· Township were experienced farmers, they settled 

land covered with trees. Their first task, a require­
ment of government, was to clear the land to begin 
planting. Jacob Fisher came for Gainsbury (per­
haps England, not stated) and was granted this lot 
in 1801 at the age of 21. Jacob's arrival here would 
have seen the absence of all signs of civili:zation 
and nothing but vast and apparently endless 
wilderness. 

The trees on the lot would be cut in rows and 
hauled by oxen to be piled for burning. This 
served the purpose of not only getting rid of the 
trees but produced pot ash which could be sold to 
the British Government for use in gunpowder. In 
this way the trees were the farmers first cash crop. 
Those that remained were kept as property 
markers and treelines to break the winds blowing 
the top soil. 

These trees were also a symbol 9f the pioneers 
themselves. Sturdy and versatile, the oak tree 
shared both seasons and homes with the pioneer. 
Used in a variety of commercial and domestic 
ways, such as furniture, interior finishes, flooring, 
tools and housing, trees were part of every 
Canadian Settlement. 
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DESCR IPl'ION 
A Bur Oak tree (Ouercus Macroca1·pa) seldom 
reaches more than 50 feet in height and 2 feet in 
diameter. The Jacob Fisher Oak measures ap­
proximately 48-50 inches in diameter with a mini­
m11m of deadwood in wide, open-grown crown. 
The tree appears in good health with only minor 
leaf spot (fungal) visible. All wood appears sound 

• 

SOURCES 

• 

• 

• 
• 

and healthy. Little affected by air pollution, 
automobile exhaust and the surrounding develop· 
ment, this 200 + year old Bur Oak will remain for 
centuries as a remnant of an earlier agricultural 
society's landscape. 
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T .and Registry Records, Newmarket 
Report from William Granger 
A History of Toronto and the County of York published by Blackett Robinson, 1885 
A History of Vaughan Township, G.E. Reaman, 1971 
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JACOB FISHER OAK TREE, Part Lot 5, Concenlon S 2 
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