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RECFMD IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.18 AND
497 RICHMOND STREET WEST

(WATERWORKS BUILDING)
CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW

Greg Moorby, Manager Ontario Heritage Trust
Design Construction and Asset 10 Adelaide Street East

Preservation, Facilities and Real Toronto, Ontario
Estate, City of Toronto M5C lJ3
Metro Hall, 2nd Floor

Take notice that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law No. 1350-2013 to designate

the property at497 Richmond Street West (Waterworks Building) as being of cultural heritage

value or interest.

Dated at Toronto this 28th day of October, 2013.

KQn.,
City Clerk



Authority: Toronto and East York Comrnunity Council ltern 16.8,

as adopted by City of Toronto Council on June 6,7 and 8,2012

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW No. 1350-2013

To designate the property at 497 Richmond Street West (Waterworks Building) as being of
cultural heritage value or interest.

Whereas the Ontario Heritoge Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage

value or interest; and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 497 Richmond Street

West (Waterworks Building) as being of culturalheritage value or interest; and

Whereas the Courrcil of the City of Toronto caused to be served upon the owners of the land and

premises known as 497 Richmond Street West and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of
Intention to designate the property and caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's
web site for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public,

Article ll, $ 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Acl; and

Whereas no notice of objection has been served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and

Whereas the reasons fbr designation are set out in Schedule "A" to this by-law;

T'he Councilof the City of Toronto enacts:

1. The properly at497 Richmorrd Street West, more particularly described in Schcdule "B"
and shown on Schedule "C" attached to this by-law, is designated as being of cultural
heritage value or interest.

2. 'fhe City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the

propefty described in Schedule "8" to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office.

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners

of tlre propefty at497 Richmond Street West and upon the Orrtario Heritage Trust and to

cause notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's web site f,or a period of 30 days in

accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II,

$ 162-4.1. Notice requirements under tlte Ontario Heriluge Act.

Enacted and passed on October I I , 20 I 3.

Frances Nunziata.
Speaker

(Seal of the City)

Ulli S. Watkiss,
City Clerk
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SCHBDULE IIAII

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION
STATEMDNT OF SICNIFICANCE

Description

.l'lre 
plopcrty at197 Richmond Street West (including the portions identified as 505 and

5l l Richmond Street West) is rvorthy of designation urrder Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontetrio
Ilerilttgc.Tct,and meets the critcria fbr rnunicipal designation prescribcd by the Provirrce of
Ontario under thc three categories of design. associative and contcxtual values. 'fhe Watcrworks
Iluilding (1932) is a public r,vorks complcx rising onc and two storics around arr interior
courtvard and containing an administrative building, rvorkshops and rvarehousc that is located on
the south sidc of Richrnorrd Street Wcst between Brant ancl Maucl Strcets and includes
St. Artclrclv's Plavgrouncl on Adclaicle Strcet Wcst. 'fhe sitc was listecl on the City of''fonrnto
lnvcntory of l'leritage Properties in 1983.

Statcrnerrt of CultLrral I-lcritage Value

'fhe Waterw'orks Building has dcsign value as a rcpresentativc example o{'a public r.vorl<s

complex that is distirrguished by its highly cralted Art Dcco detailirrg rvith decorative stoncrvurl<.
'l'hc intcrior of the south rvorhshops clisplays a rare arrd original rvood floor rvith picccs of rvood
inlaid to rescmblc rrasorlry.

'l'he propcrty is associatcd with the architcctural careerof .f ..1. Woolnough. who hcld the position
ol'Citi'ArchitcctdLrringtlre l930swhentheWalerworksBuildingrvasdcsignedandconstructed.
[)uring his extended carecr with the City of 'l'oronto, Woolnough ovcrsaw tlre plarrs fbr an
itnportant collection of public buildings. irrclLrcling the I-iorse l)alacc at the Carradian National
l:xlribition and the Watcrr.vorl<s lluilding, which cnrbraccd Art Dcco designs.

('ontcxtuallv. r,vith tltc sizc of tlic propcrty lhat incorporates St. Arrdrcw's Playground, the scale,
placcmcnt and appearattce ol'the buildirrg on Richmorrd Strect, and tlte position ol'the cornplcx
to tcfnliltate the vista south on Augusta Avcnue fi'om Qr-rcen Street West. the Watcrworks
Iluilding is a local larrdmark in thc King-Spadina neighbourltood.

llcritase Attributes

l'lre Ircritage attriblrtcs o1'the propcrty tt497 (with 505 and 5l l) I{ichmond Strcct Wcst arc:

'[-he scale. fbrm and tnassing of the structure that rises fi'om one to t\,vo extenclcd storics
around an interior courtyard that is entered flom both Richrnoncl Strcet Wcst and Maud
Street
-l-he brick cladding, rvith brick. stor-rc, wood, metal and _qlass dctailing
'l'he llat roof's covering the complex, r.vith wood monitors wilh metal detailing above tlre
rvoll<shops and gabled skylights r,vith metal trllsses over the warehousc
On tltc admittistrative bLrilding ort Richmond Street West. the stone base, the stonu,r,orl<
Itrouncl thc entrances to the olllccs and thc coLrrlyard. the barrd courscs dividing tlre
stttt'ics. the stylized comer quoins. the tripartite stone banding above the piers. the coping
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and decoration along the roofs and, on the frontispiece at the west end of the north

facade, the chevrons and date stone
o The fenestration, with piers organizing the flat-headed window openings that are aligned

vertically and horizontally on the administrative building, workshops and warehouse,

some of which retain the original metal sash windows
o The surviving wood exterior doors
o On the interior of the workshops and warehouse, the unique and original wood floor, the

metal trusses along the ceiling and in the skylights, and the brick piers with stylized
geometric detailing

o The setting of the complex to terminate the vista south along Augusta Avenue from

Queen Street West overlooking St. Andrew's Playground and Adelaide Street West
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SCHEDULE IIBII

LI]GAL DESCRIPTION

PrN 2r239-0207 (LT)

LT SEC WEST MARI(ET PL N4ILITARY RESERVE TORONTO: PT BRANT ST.
i\DELAIDE ST. RICFIN,IOND ST. MAUD ST PL MII-ITARY RESERVE TORON.I.O
C]LOSED BY WIT17729

City of Tororrto and Province of Ontario
Land "fitlcs Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66)

Tlre lrereinbelbre described land beirrg delirreated by heavy outline otr Sketch No. PS-2013-072
ciatcci .lulv 19. 2013. as sct out in Schcdule "C".
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SCHEDULE "C'
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