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February 3,2014

REGISTERED MAIL

Ms. Beth Hanna
Executive Director
Ontario Heritage Trust
10 Adelaide Street, East
Toronto, ON MsC 1J3

Dear Ms. Hanna:

Re: Notice of Passing of By-law - McMurray House
5257 River Road, Niagara Falls, Ontario

The Council of the Corporation of the City of Niagara Falls has passed a by-law which
designates the above-noted land and building as property of cultural heritage value and
interest under the terms of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990.

Enclosed is a copy of By-law 2014 - 03 which includes the reasons for the designation. A
public notice advising of the passing of this by-law is being published in the local
newspaper in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Should you have any questions or require further information, please contact me.

PB:mb
Attach.

c. Dean lorfida
S:\HISTORY\lN\ARive15257\Notice of Designation OHT.wpd

Yours truly,

nn/ll/ ,u. h/n,/*'llT+ vuilw
vv, u

Peggy Boyle
Assistant Planner

Planning, Building &
Development Department
Ext 4334 Fax 905-356-2354
pboyle@niagarafalls.caWorking Together to Serve Our Community



CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS

By-law No. 2014 - 03

AbyJawtodesignatethepropertyknown.as525TRiverRoad,beingP|N64342.0131
(LTf and beinq flrther ais'crid,eA is Lot 39, Plan 294, Town of Niagara.Falls, Niagara

F;t'", C;fi;;i ffi;[''patit of Niagara to be of cultural heritage value and interest-

WHEREAS the ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Part lV, section 29-, authorizes the

Councif of a municipality to Enact by-laws to designate re.al .prop9tty, including all

buildings and/or structures thereon, uiitnin tne municipality, to be of cultural heritage

value or interest

AND WHEREAS The Corporation of the City of Niagara Falls has caused to be served

6; G;Ger(s) of the iroperty, as described in Schedule ?' hereto, and upon the

dnt"ri" Heritagd frust, nStiil of intentign to designate. the property on December 2,

iAt+ 
^rA 

haicaused sucn notice of intention to- designate to be published in The

Ni"S"o Falls Review, j ne*sp"p"r having general circ'r.rlation in the municipality' on

November 30, 2013;

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out as schedule "8" hereto;

AND WHEREAS no objections to Council's Notice of Intention to Designate were

received by the City Clerk;

THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS

ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

,1. The property, more particularly described-in schedute'A" hercto, knovrrn as 5257

Rivei R6ad,'ls neredy designa:ted to be of cultural heritage value and interest'

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy- 9f this by-law to be

i"gistereO against the propirty described in Schedule '.4" hereto in the proper

Land Registry Ofiice.

3" The city clerk is hereby authorized to.cause a copy of.this by-law to be served

,prn-U.." ownertsi oitti. property and,upon the Oirtario Heritage Trust, and to

ciuse notice ot fiis by-liw'to 6e published in a newspaPer having general

circulation in the City of Niagara Falls.

Passed this fourteenth day of January,2014.

&k
OA. CITYCLERK

First Reading: January 14,2O14
Second Reading: January 14,241,4.
Third Reading: January 14,2014

\ ,/_-7__\.-<--< -"'a+
ji{ftfs M. Dlod ii;M;t6i' :'



SCHEDULE "A" TO BY-LAW NO.201443

Lot 39, New Plan 291, CW of Niagara Fatls, Regional tunicipality of Niagara-



SCHEDULE "B" to By'law No' 2014 - 03

Description of Property - McMunay House, 5257 River Road

TheMcMurrayHouseis|ocatedonthew€stsideofRiverRoadmidwaybetweenotter
Street and Eastwood Ct".".ni.liii prominently located on a rise of land and features a

large oak tree on the ftont lawn.

Statement of Cuttural Heritage Value or Interest

H i sto i cal/Associ ative V al ue

TheMcMurrayHousewasbui|tforWi||iamMcMunay,snewbrideinlS93,Grace
Menzie. Mr. McMunay i"lit"Jln CttV records.as the City's treasurer from 1898 to 1925'

Unfortunatety, rvrr. rurcrvruria!-oiJ ih 1925,..but his wife, three sons and later, other

r"tnO"tt of 
-nis 

famity, lived in the house until 1 985'

Design/PhYsical Value

The McMunay House features several elements associated wrlh the Queen Anne

architectural styte such'".'tn" "iv..etrical 
fagade *.,tlt " ".q11 

tower' the overall

large mass, 2 storeys, a sGpff pitched root' tatt chimney and 
^verandah 

Other

features less promine"i,;nfi;f; stitt associated with the Queen Anne style are the

windows on the south ;ide ttai feature smaller panes of glass set above one single

large pane bekrw; tne evidence of fish scale iningtes on 
-tne .verandah 

walls and

pediment, and the decorative eave brackets and dentG all adding to its overall sense of

grandeur.ThelowerlevelWindowsfeafureanentablaturewithdentl|sandbrackets
incorporated into the sunound with a small pediment above the window'

Fromacopyofthelg32Fire|nsuranceAt|asitshowsthebuitdingismadeofwoodwith
a tar and gravel or composite roof covering with a rough cast exterior'

The building foundation is coursed quarry faced stone'

Theroofismultigab|edwithonegabledormerfacingoutfromj|reftontofthehouse
towards the river and one towards the rear of the iroperty' There is also a gable

running parallel to the street.

futanyofthewinclowsaredoub|ehungandpairedonthefirstandsecondfloors,The
shape of he windows i"-toi" ,ettiol-than horizontat. There are two windonrs that are

single large pane and n"" 
^i"*figni 

*inOo*" located on the rear endosed porch' There

are rwo targe singte fi;;i';;;;"- ;; ih" front of the house facing the river with the

balance of he windows on the front oerng vertical. on tn" north and south elevations of

the house there are 
" 
i"lt ottri"i"-bandwindows that are hinged at the bottom located

in the gabte enas. rtJrJ'i"ir." """ 
t iptr *inoo* tocated on the rear of the house that

has storm winctows ou"i 
"""n 

section bf tre window. The storms have 3 vertical lights

on either end of th" i;;s;;;ntr"r *inoo* storm grat has six lights- The trim around

most of the windows is plain with the excepuon of the large single tight windows which

trlm inctuOes srnall dentiis located beneath a pediment'



The front door is located within the verandah and features a large single light that is

divided in nine and has three vertical panels beneath. The trim around the ftont door is

also plain.

The back door leading off the enclosed porch is also nine lights and sits above 2

horizontat panels. Th6 interior door leading into the house has two lights above the

cross creaied by four inset panels, two smaller over two larger'

The house features a large verandah which wraps around the base.of the tower set in

the comer of "L". The aciess to the verandah is by a staircase that leads to front door'

The verandah has eight iosb and there is in-situ evidence that il was originally clad in

fish scale shingles uotir'on the walls and in the pediment, but has.been covered in

stucco at somJ time. Like the rest of the house, eave brackets and dentils are also

present on the verandah.

There is a large red brick chimney on the north side of the house which extends up

through the roof of the house and is very prominent'

The entire house has been covered in stucco at some point in time, but it may not be

the original cladding on the house as clapboard siding can be found inside ihe rear

enclosed Porch.

Thepropertyalsocontainsagarageattherearofthepropertythatjsaccessedfrom
Rivei Lane. The lane rung beh-ind itt ttre propertles on this seclion of River Road as not

all properties have a driveway entrance from River Road'

The house features several interior elements that are very unusual .and speak to the

character of the Queen nnne stvre" In the front entrance or foyer, there is decorative

ginl;rbru"O fretwork 
"rpportind 

the_. stahcase. to the second storey- The detailed

woodwork seen in tn" 
"iJii"asE, 

ceiling medallions, fireplace mantel, cove moulding,

baseboard are all part of the overall d6corative elements associated with the Queen

Anne stvre of archiiectuie. In addition to this wood detailing' there are two large ionic

"orurn" 
separating tre-tiving room or front parlour from the dining room' These

columns extent from tn. Aooiio the ceiling and irave fluted channels, typicat of the lonic

order columns. some other feafures are the embossed doorknobs and hinges found on

all the main floor doors and the parquet flooring in the tiving and dining room^

Contextual Value

The McMunay house, as is the case with most Queen Anne style houses, was a large

house and built for a prominent member of the community who was relatively well-t+do'

As the ci$ treasurer, tutr. tvtctvtunay would have been considered to be a prominent

member of the communiiy. ift" house sits prominently on a-rise of land on River Road

and when first buitt *ouiit"u" had scenic views down into the gorge and up and down

the river, but now visiuiritv is-reaucea aue to the growth of the trees in the gorge' The

other houses atong nis section of River Road arE of similar size and scale and would

flf."fy n"u" Oeen biitt for other prominent citizens of the day'



The poperty also features a Red Oak tree prominently o.n th? l:nl laurn' The tee has

been estimated to oe oetween zs-zso years old and is in relatively good health at the

time of the writing of this bY{aw.

Descdption of Heritage Attibutes

Key elements that embody the heritage value and are important to the preservation of

szsz River Road include the following interior and exterior heritage attributes:

lnterion

e Decorative wood spindle work undar the staircase in main entrance

r 2 ionic older columns in between living room and dining room

Exterior:

r Two storey asymmetrical structure

r Steep roof and large chimneY

r Large verandah wtth fish scale shingles

o Large Prominent centel totv€r

r Eave brackets
o Prominent location on rise above River Road

o Large red oak tree on ftont lawn estimated tobe22$250 years old

. Association with Wlliam McMunay, former City Treasurer


