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IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT
R.S,O. I99O CHAPTER O.I8 AND

CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
{97 AND 499 ADELAIDE STREET WEST

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

Ontario I'leritage Trust
l0 Adelaide Street East
'l'oronto. Ontario
M5C lJ3

Tel:416-392-7033
Far:416-397{111
e-mail: teycc@toronto.ca
Web: ,,!ww.toronto.ca

Take irotice that'lbronto City Council intends to designate thc lands and buildings known
nrunicipally as 497 and 499 Adelaide Strcet Wcst undcr Part IV. Section 29 of the Ontario
I leritage Act.

Reasons for Dcsignation
'l'he properties at 497 and 499 Adclaide Strect West are worthy of dcsignation under I'art IV.
Scction 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act 1br their cultural herilage value, and mcct Ontario
I{egulation 9i06. the provincial criteria prescribed tbr municipal designation undcr the thrce
catcgories ofdcsign, associalive and contextual values.

Description
Located on the south side olAdelaide Street Wcst. west of Portland Strect in the King-Spadina
ncighbourhood, thc Marvyn Houses (1890) are a pair of 27r-storey semi-detached house lbrm
buildings.

Statcment of Significance
'fhe Marvyn lJouses have cultural heritage value as a pair ofsurviving semi-detached houses on

Adelaide Strcct West, which display f'eatures of the Cothic Revival style popular fbr residential
buildings in the late l9'r'century. Dcsigned as rnirror images, the houses are distinguished by the
wood detailing in the gables and the decorative brickwork on the bay windows.

Thc value of the Marvyn Houses is also associated with their role in providing information about
thc historical evolution ofthc community, which began as a residential neighbourhood on land

fbrmcrly allocated fbr the Military Reserve. 1'he pair of semi-detached houses was among the

scries of dwellings constructed along King, Portland and Adelaide Strcets by John Marvyn and



members of his f'arnily. who remained land owncrs in the area until the World War II era. The
Marvyn Houses at 497 and 499 Adelaide Street West survived aller the community was

transtbrmed as the King-Spadina industrial district tbllowing the Great Fire of '1904, which
resulted in the removal of most ofthe other residential buildinus.

Contextually, the Marvyn Houses contribute to the historical character ofthe King-Spadina
neighbourhood as surviving house fbrm buildings that represent the initial development ofthe
Military Reserve as a residential neighbourhood in the mid to late 19"'century where they remain
historically and visually linked to their settings on Adelaide Street Wcst.

Heritage Attributes
The heritage attributes of the Marvyn Ilouses on the properties at 497 and 499 Adelaide Street
West are:

o The placement, sctback and oricntation of the buildings on the south side of Adclaide
Street West, west of Po(land Street. where the principal elcvations f'acc north toward
Adelaide Street West

o The scale. fbrm and massing of the pair of 2%-storey house fbrm buildings with
rcctangular-shaped plans under cross-gable roof's with wood bargeboard in the north
gablcs

o l'he rnatcrials, with brick cladding and brick, stone and wood trim, including the brick
detailing on the bay windows

o 'l'he arrangement ofthe principal (north) elevations oithe houses as mirror images. where
the main entrances are raised and placcd side-by-sidc in the ccntre ofthe flrst (ground)
tloor. and include segmental-archcd transoms with brick llat arches (the transom has been

altered on 497 Adelaide)
o l'hc 2%-slorey bay window in thc outcr bay ofeach house. with segmental-arched

openings in the flrst (ground) storcy, ilat-headed openings in thc second l'loor, and thc
round-arched opening in the attic lcvel

. I'he side elevations (east and west) of the houses. which are viewed tiom Adelaide Street
West

Notice ofan objection to the proposed dcsignations nray be scrved on the City Clerk. Attention:
Rosalind Dyers, Adminislrator. Toronto and East York Community Council, 'foronto City I'lall.
100 Queen Street West.2"o Floor West, Toronto. Ontario, M5H 2N2, within thirty days of July
10.2015. which is August 10.2015. l'he notice must set out the reason(s) fbr the objection, and
all relevant I'acts.

Dated at Toronto this 1011'davofJulv.20l5.
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