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Take notice that Toronto City Council intends to designate the lands and buildings known
municipally as 301 (303) King Strcet West (Gardner Boyd-Buildings) under pafi IV, Section 29 of
the Ontario Heritage Act.

Description
The property at 301 King Street West (with an entrance adclress of 303 King Street west) is worthy
of designation under Paft IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value,
and meets the provincial criteria for Inunicipal designation under the categories of design and
contextual values- The Gardner Boyd Buildings (lS36) consists of a pair-of three-storey
commercial buildings that are located on the south side of King StreeiWest in the block west of
John Street. The property was listed on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage properties in
2009.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value
The Gardner Boyd Buildings at 30.1 (303) King Street West have design significance as
representative exarnples of late lgtr' century buildings that display or.liit..tlurul features derived
fiom the ltalianate and Rcnaissance Revival designs popular fo. 

"o,r',,n.rcial 
cdifices during this

period and other fashionable styles of the era. The Uuitiings are distinguished by red brick cladding
with decorative stonework and Classical detailing. With tlieir brickwork, scale and setback, the
Gardner Boyd Buildings complement their neighbours, including the williarn Barber Building at



2

#287 King' which is recognized on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage properlies. The
Gardner Boyd Builclings were originally parl of a trio of identicalbuilcling{b.fo.. the westemmost
unit was demolished fbllowing a fire in the rnid 20tl century.

Contextually, the property at 301 (303) King Strcet West is historically linked to the King-Spadina
neighbourhood as it evolved fiorn its origins as an institutional and resideptial enclave to a
cotnlnercial and industrial sector in the late lgtl'century. Follorving the relocation of the first
Toronto Gelteral Hospital, the original Upper Canada College and the Provincial Legislature frorn
the district, which had attracted upscale housing, in the late 1800s King Street West reverted to
commercial uses. par:ticrrlarllr multi-storey buildings 'rvith rcsidcntial uiits aboi-e tlie si.rcfiorris.
The block on King Street West, rvest of John Street, including the Gardner Boyd Buildings, is of
special interest fbr its collection of surviving comnlercial buiidings ancl is knorn,n locallyis
"Restaurant Row" with its proximity to the theatres in the city's Enter-tainrnent District.

Heritage Attributcs
The heritage attributes are:

o The pair of near-identical three-storey commcrcial buildings
. The scale, fbnn and massing

' The materials, rvith red brick cladding anclbrick and stone detaililgo The unified front fagade, with the two units appearing as one buildingo The principal (norrh) two-bay f-agades under flat roof'lines (the comices have been altered)o Thc first-floor storefi'onts, which have bcen rcmodelled as part of tlie evolution of the
builclings, u'here entrances are cun'ently fbund in the left (east) and right (west) bayso Thc f-enestration, rvith scgmcntal-arched rvindow openings in thc seco,rd storey and flat-
headed window openings in the third

o The decorative dctailing, with brick piers rvith capitals dividing the bays in the third storey,
string courses above ancl bclclrv tlie rvindorv openings in the upp". floor-s, and voussoirs rvith
keystrrrcs applicd to the seco'd-storey rvinclori, clpeiings

Noticc of an objcction to tlte proposed clesignation nray be sen,ed on the City Clerk, Attention:
Rosalind Dyers, Adrninistrator, Toronto ancl East York Comrnunity Council, Toronto City Hall, 100
Queen Street West, 2"'l Floor, West, Toronto, Ontario, M5H 2N2, rvithin thirty days of January 9,2012,rvhicliisFcbruary8,20l2. Thenoticcnrustsetoutthereason(s)fbrtlrcobjcction,andall
rclcvant fiicts.

Datcd at ftrorrto this 9'l' duy of Jarruarv. 2012

/ln
fr- !',9,',?/ffi,,,
I City Clerk




