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Niagara

NOTICE OF
AMENDING BY-LAW NO. 2014.99

PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF
THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT R.S.O. 1990, SECTION 30.1,

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE LANDS AND PREMISES KNOWN MUNICIPALLY AS

Chippawa Town Hall
8196 Cummington Square West

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Gorporation of the Caty of Niagara Falls passed a by-

law amending Designating By-law 83-280 on the 12th day of August, 2014.

PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF THE AMENDMENT

The amendment to the designating by-law has updated the legal description contained in
Schedule A and the Reasons for Designation contained in Schedule B.

EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENT

The 1983 by-law described the heritage attributes of the property in general terms.
Schedule B, Reasons for Designation has been revised to describe the associative and
architectural value of the property including the setting and also updated to reflect a more
detailed description of the property and the heritage attributes contained within.

Dated at the City of Niagara Falls this 11th day of November, 2014.

M- tl"l^..uz

Alex Herlovitch
Director of Planning, Building & Development

City of Niagara Falls
4310 Queen Street, P.O. Box'1023

Niagara Falls, ON L2E 6X5
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CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS

By-law No. 2014 - 99

A by-law to amend By-law No. 83-280, being a by-law to designare
Cummington Square West, known as the Chippawa Town Hall, to be of cultural
heritage value and signilicance.

WHEREAS By{aw No. 83-280 designated the Chippawa Town Halt located at
8198 Cummington Square to b€ of cultural heritage valua and significance;

AND WHEREAS pursuant lo Section 30.1 (2) (a) , the council of a municipality
may by by-law amend a by-law designating property under Seclion 29 of the
Ontado Heritage Acf to clarify or corect ths statement explaining the property's
cultural heritage valua or interest or the description of the property's heritage
attributes;

AND WHEREAS ihe requirement for Council to consult with its Municipal
Heritage Committee pursuant to Section 30.1 (5) has been fulfilled;

ANO WHEREAS The Corporation of the Ci9 of Niagara Falls has caus€d to be
servod on the owner and lhe Ontario Heritage Trust, a Notice of the proposed
Amendment;

AND WHEREAS no objections have been filed with the Clerk of the Municipality;

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CIry OF
NIAGARA FALLS ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

1. That Bylaw 83-280 be amended by deleting Schedule 'B'thereto and
substituting Schedule "8" attached hereto.

2. Th€ City Solicitor is h€reby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to bs
registered against the properly described in Schedule 'A' hereto in the
proper Land Registry Office.

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorizod to cause a copy of this by-law to be
served upon the owner of the property and upon the Onlario Hsritage
Trust.

'( I r-.-'-'
.\:L'- -',/ -"-" "

JAMES M. DtoDATt, rrrAYoR

FiBt Reading:
Second Reading:
Third Reading:

August'12,2014
Augusi 12, 2014
August 12, 2014



SCHEDULE "A" to BY'LAW NO.20{'t49
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SCHEDULE "B" to BY-LAW NO. 2014'99

Descriptlon of Property - Chippawa Town Hall, Il96 Cummingilon Square West

The chippawa Town Hall is located at the intersection of Main street and

Cumminlion Square in the form€r village of Chlppawa. lts solid,, r€ctangular form

exhibits Ltassical revival style elements, and ]€mains as ona of lhe only original

fagades of the designated Cummington Square.

Statement of Cultural Hetltage Value or Intsrest

The setttement of Chippawa had originalty functionod as the soulhern annex of
the Niagara peninsula, and was thE oligin of boat navigation-routes abova the

falls and rapids. With the opening of the Welland Canal in 1829, Chippawa had

become a thriving town, with a wide variety of business establishments thai
framed the Cummington Square. Initially, the land for ths Chippawa Tolvn Hall

had been owned by James Cummings. lt was purchased by Fraser and

Stephenson in 1841 ior the operation of a general stor€. The structure was built a
year tater, and after the dissolution of the Fraser-Stephenson partnership, was

iold to the Chappawa Council sometime between 185'l and 1865. The council'

intending to use the struclure as a town hall, had their offices moved into the

upper floor of the building. During this time, the lower floor was rented oul to
tenants who continued to use it for grocery and dry goods trad6.

Over the years, part of the space upstairs was rented out for dances, church

benefit shows, religious plays, and local civic association meetings. The

remaining area was used to conduct politicat business for the town' €stablishing

the building as a civic landmark. Afier the amalgamation of the Village of

Chippawa with ttre City of Niagara Falls in 1970' the building became a

community centre and continues to offer a variety of craft classes and goods to

nea6y residents.

Wth a symmetrical threo bay fagade, and el6gant ashlar lim€stone finish' the

Chippawi Town Hall is an excellsnt exampl6 of the commercial,vernacular of lhe
Classical revival style. The two storey bullding is rectangular in form and features
a shingted mansard roof. Though the northeast (front) fagade is composed of
ashlar 

-limestone 
blocks, tho foundation and side fagades of the building are

composed of course rubble, a prevalent building material of the area at that lime.

The lowor storey of the northeast (front) fagade is evenly divided by four plain

pilasters with Doric capitals. The central entrance is recessed and contains a 12-

iight, wooden door with a transom. The entrance is f,anked by two large Plate
glass windows that have pilasters on either sids. An unomamented frieze

ieparates the first storey from the second storey and is caPped by a simple

cornice. The transition from the limestone malerial of the front fa9ade to the
rough stone foundation seen on the south side is achieved through massive
quoins at come6 of the building.

The front lagade's balanced appearance is achieved by three windows with plain

sills located above the frieze. These windows ar€ all 2 over 2. Five more

windows of the sam€ design can be found on tho southeast fagade, but have

much more decorativo sunounds. These windows have large limestone

sunounds, sills and lintals. A central clock tohrer is clearly visible above lhe other



buildings in the a.Ba, and is shaped not unlike a domer. The tower has a row of
wooden eaves brackets, and is topped by a mansard roof and a simple, grey
weathervane.

Records show that the curent mansard roof was a later addition to the structure,
buili sometime in th€ late 19h cenlury. This would explain the contrast between
the Classical revival elements of the struclure and the Mansard roof of the
Second Empire slyl6. Photos from the early 20D century show a row of wooden
eave brackets, similar to those below the current clock tower, placed along the
soffits of th6 roof. Also shown in the early pholos are s€ts of two, rounded
dormers with attached finials, located on the northeast, northwest and southeast
sides of the rooi

As one of the only remaining original fagades left fronting on th6 cummington
Square, the Chippawa Town Hall is a visual reminder of the history and characier
in what is slill an active meeting ground for residents. Contributing to the
community's social, political, and economic development, the building's
characterbtlc Classical architecture and engaged social history establishes
Chippawa Town Hall as a local landmark.

Do3crlption ot Herltage Atttibutos

Key oxterior features that embody the heritago value and are imporiant to lhe
preseNation of 8190 Cummington Square West includes th€ following heritage
attributas:

. 2 storey Classical Rovival building

. 6ymmetricel three{ay ashlar stone facade

. four-sided mansard roof with a clock to$rer was a lal6r addition

. two over two sash wlndows found along th€ front and side fa9ades

. heavy limestono quoins, sills and lintel surrounds on the south fa9€de

. four limestone pilasters with Dodc caPitals

. two large single pane windows found between pilasters on front

. unornamented frieze wlth a simple comice separating the first and
second stor€ys. quoins found along the building's north€asl and northwest comers

. foundation and skie fagades of the buildlng composod of course
rubblo, a pr€valsnt building material of the area

. central ralsed, rec€ssed entrance with a 12-llght wood door

. ribbon-pointing on the southeast (side)faqade

. one of lhe remaining original fagadss fronling on the designaled
Cummington Squarer a common meeting cenfo for social ac'tivity in the in community

. significant to the economic, social and political development of the
Chippawa area


