
This document was retrieved from the Ontario Heritage Act e-Register,  
which is accessible through the website of the Ontario Heritage Trust at  

www.heritagetrust.on.ca.

Ce document est tiré du registre électronique. tenu aux fins de la Loi sur le 
patrimoine de l’Ontario, accessible à partir du site Web de la Fiducie du 

patrimoine ontarien sur www.heritagetrust.on.ca.  

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx


nilmnoilm Ulli S. Watkiss
Citv Clerk

City Clerk's 0ffice

1623037 Ontario Limited
1384 Yonge Street
Toronto. Ontario
M4T I Y5

Secretariat
Rosalind 0yers
T0r0nt0 and East York Communitv Council
City Hall, 2'd Floor, Wesl

t 00 0ueen Street West

Toronto, 0ntario M5H 2N2

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER O.18 AND

79 KING STREET EAST (JAMES McDONELL BUILDING)
CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE
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Ontario Heritage Trust
l0 Adelaide Street East
Toronto. Ontario
M5C IJ3

Take notice that Toronto City Council intends to designate the lands and buildings known
ntr-uticipally as 79 King Stect East (James McDonell Building) under Part [V, Section 29 of the
Ontario Heritage Act.

Description
The property aL79 King Street East (which includes the property with a convenience address of 8l
King Street East) is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act fbr
its cultural heritage value. and meets the criteria for municipal designation prescribed by the
Provincc of Ontario undcr the categories of design, associative and contextual values. Located on
the south side of King Street East between Leader Lane (west) and Church Street (east), the
McDonell Building ( 1843) is a four-storey commercial building.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value
The James McDonell Building is an important representative example of a commercial building
from the early 1840s (with subsequent updates) that contributes through its vintage and scale to the
group of extant structures that remain on the south side of King Street East between Church Street
and Leader Lane. Predating the Great Fire of 1849, the James McDonell Building is one of the
oldest extant structures in the city.

The property at79 King Street East contributes to an understanding of the developrnent and
significance of the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood as it evolved from its origins as "Old Town,"
survived the Great Fire of | 849 as the commercial and institutional heart of Toronto. and withstood
the ecortomic clownturn of the area in the 20'h century before it was revitalizecl in the 1960s. The
James McDonell Building pre-dates the Great Fire and, through its updating in the late 19"'century
and afterward, contributes to the continuing vitality of the city's oldest neighbourhood.
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Thc Jalucs McDoncll Building is associated with the carcer ol thc notable carly Toronto architect
Johrt Howarcl. who uttdcrtook thc project as a private cornmission while scrving as the City oi
Torottto's off icial survcyor ancl engineer. This structure (althou-eh altercd) stancls wrth the
Ircighbor.rrins comn'tercial buildings at 83 and 85 King Street East as inrportant survir,,ing exanrples
ol'Hoivard's work.

Contcxtually. the property at 79 King Street East is significant in defining. maintaining and
sllpporting the historic chal'acter of King Street in thc St. Lawrcnce Nei-shbourliood. whicli is
idcntif icd by the lorv scale artd appearance of the sr,rrviving stores. banks. hotels, warehouses and
institutionalbuildings. As acomrnercial building dating to the mid 1800s that was upclatc-d over
titnc. tltc James McDoncll Building lernains an integral compoltcnt of a gror"rp of surviving
cott.ttnerciitl and institutional edifices that illustratcs the cvolution of Kine Strcct East as the Torvn
ol' York's ori-einal "mairl strcct".

Tltc Jittttcs McDortell Building is also physically. visually and historically linkcd to its surrounclin_{s
ort King Strect East lrctween Leadcr Lane and Church Street wherc it stands as part of a collcction
of'cott'ttttcrcial and irtstitutional huildings fronr thc latc lgtl'and carly 20'l'centuiics that incluclcs
sourc ol'thc oldest rcrnainins structurcs iu Toronto.

Heritage Attributes
Thc hcritagc attributcs ol'the propcrty at 79 King Strcct East arc:

The lbur-storcy corrlnercial builcling, which sharcs its scale. rnassing and
sctback with thc ncighbouring buildings to thc wcst ancl east
Thc rnaterials, with brick cladding and stonc trim on the principal (norrh)
lircadc
Thc rool-dctailing with dccorative corbclling along the cornicc that datcs to
the latc 19"'cctrtury when thc structLlrc was remoclellcd with Scconcl Empire
tlctailin-u
Thc principal (north) faqadc, which is symmetrically organizcd into threc bays
abovc thc I'irst-floor store front (which has becn altcred)
Thc f'cnestration in the sccond through the fourth storics, wherc flat-hcadcd
window opcnings havc stone lintels and sills

Noticc ol'an objection to tlte proposed designatiolts may be served on the City Clcrk, Attcrrlion:
Rosalind Dycrs, Adntirtistrator. Toronto and East York Community Council, Toronto City Ftall, 100

Qucett Strcct Wcst, 2"'l Floor. West. Toronto. Ontario, M5H 2N2, within thirty tlays of Novcnrber 7.
2012. which is DecetttberT,2Ol2. Thc notice nlust set out the reason(s) lbr the objection. ancl all
rclcvaut facts.

Datccl 'foronto this 7"' clav of Novcrnber. 2012.
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