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August 4, 2015

Mr. Calvin Ostner
Ontario Heritage Trust
10 Adelaide Street East,
Toronto, ON MsC 1J3

Dear Mr. Ostner:

Re: Updated Designating By-law for Old St. John's the Evangelist Church

Please find enclosed a copy of the updated designating By-law No. 2015-049, for Old
St. John's the Evangelist Church at 3428 Portage Rd, Niagara Falls, Ontario.

The by-law was updated as part of a complete review and update of all designating by-
laws in the City, as most were written pre 2005.

lf you have any questions, please contact me.

Yours trulv,

IJ AIWWv'| v I
Peggy Boyle, CAHP
Assistant Planner
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By-l.w No. 2015 -/O Or/?1J'-* 
-

A by-fa$, to am6nd Bylaw No. 2014144 b€ing a by-law to amend Bylarv No. 78-24, tt],e
d$ignating by-law ior the Old St. John the Evang6lbt Church, locat€d 8t 3428 Portags
Road as a building of culturel heritage value or intersst.

WHEREAS Bylaw No. 78-24 dasignated the pop€rty locabd at 3428 Portage Road to
be cultural heritiage value or intarB8t;

AND UIHEREAS Bylaw No. 2014-144 am€nded lhe by-law to clatiry the statamert
exptaining tha prop€rvs cultural hstitiage value or intetast and th€ description of
horitagE 8ttributgs;

ANO WHEREAS the Statament ol Cultural Heritags Valu6 contained in by]aw No.
201+l44 nes incon€ct,

rHE COUI{CIL OF THE CORPORANON OF THE CITY OF I{IAGARA FALLS
ENACTS AS FOLLOTYS:

1. By-faw No. 201+144 ie amendod by deleting Schedule "B'and Schedule'8"
attrachod hsr€to shsll b€ ins€rted in li6u thergof.

Pass€d this twelfrh day of May, 201 5.

First Reading: MaY 12,2015
Sscond Reading: MaY 12,2015
Third Reading: MaY 12,2015



SCHEDULE "8" TO BY.LAW NO. 2015.49

Ds8cription of Prop€rty - Old Saint John the Evangelist Anglican Church, 3394-3428
Portage Road

Old St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church is located on the north side of Portage
Road, opposite the d€signated Stamford Green. The church was built in the Gothic
Revivalstyle, and teatures pointed window archea, buttresses, and a slout b€ll to\,ver'

Ststoment ot Cultural Heritago Valus or Intol€at

Built in what was odginally knor/n as Stamford Township, the Old St. John's Anglican
Church is situated along the histo.ic portage road that connec{ed Oueenston and

Chippawa. The area was colonized by English loyalists, and consisted pdmarily of
orchards and businesses related to lhe carrying trade. Prior to 1825, the community's

Anglican congregation had no place of vrorship and servicas were often held in the
Sta-mtord Pre;byt€rian Church. Howsver, with the atrival of Lieutenant-Governor Sir
Peregrine Maiuand in 1822, there was greatar incsnti\r6 fo. the erection oJ an Anglican

church. The land on which the church was built was donated by Captain R. H Dee'

Esq., and through Maitland's patronage, the building was erected in 1825. St. John's
first oastor was Reverend Wlliam L€eming, who was a promin€nt figure within the
Anglican church, and was instrumental in the building of this and two other churches in

lhe City.

Serving ihe Anglican community for a span of five genetations' the church congregation

moved in 1957 io a newer St. John's Anglican Church The old building was leasad to
thE Lundy's Lane Historical Society for sEveral years, and as it b€gan to deteriorate. a

separate heritage group with the express purpose of testo.ing the old church was

formed. The Old St. John's Stamford Horitage Association Incorporated was established

in'1977 as a non4enominational, charitable organization' and completed restoration of
the building in 1988. Restoration was completed in accordance with a plan prepared by

Baird Sampson Architecls. Since 1990, the building is used as a columberium and

muggum.

The Old St. John's Anglican Church is an early example of the vernacular Gothic

Revival styl€. The one-itorey building f€atures a symmettical, three-bay taqade' An

entryway tiat ptojects iorwa.d from the building is likely a later addition-and is enclos€d

ov isixianeled double door lvith a plain ttim The entryway is made ot local limestone,

'rittt stutco finish. The roof is cedar shake and featurss a simpl€ gable with eave

relums. The gable's fascia boards and eaves exhibit highly dacorated molding Above

the ftont enilance is a shorter pointed arch opening with a giight window, also

containing interlacing glazjng bars. A square date stone is located above the entr!'way'

A trilaleral apse is situated at the east end (back) of the church. Three triangular

buttresses on the south side were later additions to the building, most likely erected to

conecl structural problems on the side of the building



Centered over the roofs ridge is relatively short, square tower that is set back slightly
from the front fagade. Finished with clapboard siding, the tower originally included
comer buttressss which have since been replaced with comer boards. lt has a plain
entablature, four pinnacles, and a short bell cast metal spire. Situaled on each side of
the tower is a pair of lancet openings, covered by louvers, and containing a small
quatrefoil and four colonettes.

The building's windows are primarily restored, pointed arch openings with plain sills and
simple moulded trim. Each opening contains an 18 over 24 sash window with interlacing
glazing bars.

As one of the earliest Anglican churches in the province, the Old St. John's Anglican
Church is an architectural and culturally significanl sii€ with deep rooted conneclion to
seveIal prominent figures in the atea. lt is iniimately connected to the history of the
historic Portage Road and to that of Stamlord Green. Giv€n the buildings place in the
history of the province and the Anglican Church, it is also the subjecl of an easament

held by the Ontario Hetitage Trust, only one of two such properties in the City The
building was deconsecrated by the Angtican Church in '1962, designated in 1978 and in
1989. afler suitable restoration, the building bec€me a columbarium, which is its present
use. The building is now known as the Stamford Green Hedtage Columbarium'
operated by the City of Niagara Falls, but managed by the Old St. John's Slamford

Heritage Association.

Description of Ho.itage AttributeE

Key exterior features thal embody the heritage value and are importanl to the
preservation of 3394-328 Portage Road includes the following hetitage attributes:

. symmetrical one-storey building with a balanced threebay fagade

. made of local limestone, with an exlerior stucco tinish

. cedar shak€ gable roof with a simple entablature and eave retums

. 3 tall Dointed arch window op€nings located on each side of building with plain

silfs and simole moulded trim, containing an 18 oYet 24 sash window with
intedacing glazing bars

. short, square tower that is placed in the c€ntre of the weEt (tront) fa9ade and

finished with claPboard siding
. tower includes a plain enlablature, four pinnacles, and a short bell cast metal

spire, four pointed arch openings, containing a pair of lancet louver€d openings,

a small quatrefoil and four colonettes
. g-light window with interlacing gtazing bars located above tront entrance
. Two 16 over 16 sash on either side of front entrance
. six Daneled double door with a plain trim used tor the main entrance

. souare date stone located above the entryway

. one of the earliest Anglican churches in the province of Ontario



. connection to several prominent figures in the area including: Sir Peregdne
Maitland, Lieutenant-Governor from '1818-1828, Reverend William Leeming, and
Captain R. H. Dee, Esq.

. connection to the history of the Siamford Township, the designated Stamford
Green, and the historic Portage Road.




