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THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF LONDON 

' 

DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY CLERK 
KW SADLER CITY CLERK 

REGISTERED 

December 8, 1992 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Re: Designation of 329 St. George Street 
The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18 

Please find enclosed, a certified copy of By-law No. L.S.P.-3149-194, entitled 
''A by-law to designate the property at 329 St. George Street to be of 
historical and architectural value'', passed by the Municipal Council of The 
Corporation of the City of London on July 6, 1992 and registered as 
Instrument No. 289312 on December 4, 1992. 

{JR. J. Tolmie 
Assistant City Clerk 
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Enc. 

300 DUFFER IN AVENUE, P.O. BOX 5035, LONDON. ONTARIO N6A 4L9 
TELEPHONE (519) 661 ·4530 FAX 661 ·4892 
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Bill No. 309 
1992 

By-law No. L.S.P.-3149-194 

< 
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A by-law to designate tl1e property at 329 St. 
George Street (Tl1ornwood) to be of historical 
and arcl1itectural value. 

WliEREAS pursuant to tl1e Ontario 1-Ieritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18, tl1e 
Council of a municipality may by by-law desig11ate a property including buildings and 
structures thereon to be of historic or arcl1itectural value or i11terest; 

The Municipal Council of Tl1e Cor1Joratio11 of tl1e City of London enacts as 

follows: 

1. There is designated as being of historical a11d architectural value or interest, 
tl1e real property at 329 St. George Street, more particularly described in Scl1edule ''A'' 
11ereto, for tl1e reasons set out in. Scl1e<lule ''B'' l1creto. 

2. Tl1e City Clerk is autl1orized to cat1se a copy of tl1is by-law to oe registered 
t1pon tl1e title to tl1e property described in Scl1edule ''A'' hereto i11 tl1e proper Land Registry 
Office . 

3. Tl1e City Clerk is autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is l>y-Iaw to be served upon 
tl1e owner of tl1e aforesaid property and upo11 tl1e 011tario l·Ieritage Foundatio11 and to cause 
notice of tl1is by-law to be published in tl1e London Free Press, and to enter tl1e description 
of the aforesaid property, tl1e name and address of its registered owner, and short reasons 
for its designation in tl1e Register of all properties designated under Tl1e Ontario I-Ieritage 
Act, R.S.O. 1990. 

4. Tl1is by-law comes i11to force on tl1c day it is passed. 
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PASSED in Open Council on July 6, 1992 . 
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. W. Sadler 
City Clc1'k 
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First re,tding - July 6, 1992 
Second reading - July 6, 1992 
Tl1ird reading - July 6, 1992 

~ -:r ,• ......... ~ •• 

1, K. w. Sadler :.;p;- City Cl~_rk .:.).:,.;..:?_~--___ _ 
.: ... ,; .,,,.. 

of the Corporation of the City of London,.h!reby certify. tii1:1t-the ~f:!y-law heretinc;l~r is a true - ~ . . ... ~ . • • 
. ... 

copy of By-law No. L. S. P. -3149'->'l:.g4 ·. . .. ,;: - . 

~ -,,. . 
DATED at London, Ontario this Bth dayof~!)e0ce 
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SCIIEDULE "A" 

To By-law No. L.S.l'.-3149-194 

Descri1Jtion for ''envelope of area to IJe preserve~( around tl1e lJt1ilding~: 

All of Lot 31 and Part of Lots 30 and 32 west of Sai11t George Street and part of Great 
Talbot Street (closed by by-law cited in Instrument 14845) on Crown Plan 30 in the City of 
London and County of Middlesex designated as Part 6 on Reference Plan 33R-10720. 

Description for ''vista''.: 

Part of Lots 29 and 30 west of Saint George Street and part of Great Talbot Street ( closed. 
by by-law cited in Instrument 14845) on Crown Plan 30 i11 tl1e City of London and County 
of Middlesex designated as Parts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 on Reference Plan 33R-10720 . 
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329 ST. GEORGE STREET 
(Thornwood) 

I·Iistorical Reasons 

• 

SCHEDULE 118 11 

To By-law No. L.S.P.-3149-194 

• -
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Tl1e Tl1ornwood property has been associated witlt tl1e Becl1er family for over 140 years and 
particularly the family's most prominent member - Henry Corry Rowley Becl1er (1817-1885). 
Becher was born in England and was fron1 a well connected fa1nily. He moved to Canada 
in 1835 and became good friends witl1 tl1e 1-Iarris fan1ily. Becl1er received a letter of tl1anks 
from Queen Victoria for bis report of tl1e Rebellion of 1837, wJ1ich was the first the Britisl1 
Government received. Becher was a lawyer and an active political campaigner. 

Becher knew many of tl1e major political and literary figures of l1is tin1e, a11d 1'hornwood 
was a focal point for London's busy social life. Some of tl1e important people who l1ave 
visited Tl1ornwood in the course of its l1istory include Sir Jol1n A. Macdonald, Sir Robert 
Borden, The Prince of Wales (later Edward VII), Winston Cl1urcl1ill, Sir Casimir Gzowski, 
and several Fathers of Confederation and Gover11ors-General. 

Architectural Reasons 

Becher built a house on tl1e site of Thornwood i11 1845. Tl1e m~in portion of tl1e present 
l1ouse, tl1e southwestern block dates from 1852, after tl1e first buildi11g l1ad been destroyed 
lJy fire. It is a very significant building in arcl1itectur~1l terms, not only because it is the last 
of tl1e nineteenth century estate l1ouses remaini11g i11 nortl1 London, but also because its 
treatment of tl1e contemporary Gotl1ic Reviv,11 style is unusually sopl1isticated and 
i11teresti11g. It combines such late Gotl1ic details as Tudor labels ~nd decorated bargeboards 
witl1 tl1e functionalism of an asymmetrical plan. 

Tl1ornwood is a two and a l1alf story, 28 room, ,vl1ite br.ick house. Tl1e principal f~1~ade 
f~tces sot1tl1 and is distinguisl1ed by a full l1eigl1t gal>led entrance lJay surmounted witl1 a drop 
JJi11nacle lJracketed to the eaves. Tl1e entra11ce bay i11cludes a scco11d story window witl1 an 
inset woc>d carving incorporated into tl1e wi11dow surrc>t1nd. Tl1e front entrance includes a 
carved wooden door witl1 Gotl1ic detailing, two si1.lelights witl1 carved wooden panels at tl1e 
lJotton1, tl1ree lights above in a lancet pattern, and a recta11gular transom witl1 carved wood 
~1nd glazing inset in a gotl1ic arcl1 witl1 carved 1n0t1lded surround. 
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Tl1ornwood has several interesting arcl1itectural attributes. One of Tl1ornwood's most 
attractive architectural elements is tl1e verandah. It was constru_cted in 1856 and wraps 
around the south and west sides of tl1e house. It is composed of chamfered porcl1 supports 
cc>nnected witf1 Tudor arches witl1 pendant att~1cl1ments. All windows <>f the original 
l>uilding l1ave wide moulded wood labels, segme11tal arcl1 upper ligf1ts and moulded sills. 
T11e original house also has ornamental brick coursing above the roof of the verandah. Tl1e 
l1ouse is also characterized by five cl1imneys, an irregular roofline and a fieldstone 
foundation. 

Two major additions to Thornwood, to the east and nortl1 of tl1e original block, date in part 
from tl1e late nineteenth century. An effort was made to render the additions 
complementary by repeating certain details, sucl1 as the drop pinnacles and tl1e decorative 
bargeboards of the gables. The east end of tl1e l1ouse has two additions. The larger 
itddition is a three sided two storey bay facing soutl1, with gable with drop pinnacle and 
l>rick ornamented roundel. Windows in bay l1ave wooden sills, segmental arch shape with 
brick voussoirs. This addition is furtl1er cl1aracterized by an asy1nmetrical gable end witl1 
drop pinnacle and gingerbread trim. Also tl1ere is a small one storey addition furtl1er east 
with a door to the right side witl1 classical n1oulding and a tl1ree ligl1t transom. Tl1e north 
addition l1as a projecting rectangular two and a half storey bay witl1 gable and second storey 
wi11dow witl1 brick voussoirs and seg1nental arcl1 upper Iigl1ts. Tl1e west side of tl1e l1ouse 
is a tl1ree sided bay which forms tl1e corner of tl1e building. Tl1e bay is gabl~d witl1 drop 
pinnacle. First storey double glazed windows reach to tl1e floor. k 

Coacl1 I-louse 

•• •• 

Tl1e coach l1ouse also complements tl1e origi11al J1ouse by i1nitati11g its Gotl1ic Revival style, 
and by using similar details to create a particularly picturesque arcl1itectural composition. 
Tl1e Coacl1 I-louse has a steeply pitcl1ed central gal>le witl1 wooden fretwork trim projecting 
over a rectangular bay. Gothic arcl1 wi11dows are on l>otl1 storeys of bay witl1 brick voussoirs 
and wood sills. Right side of front fa~ade l1as a large Tudor windo,v, probably tl1e original 
coach entrance, with brick voussoirs. Tl1e entrance door to the left of tl1e bay l1as a Tudor 
arcl1 witl1 brick voussoirs. Both east a11d west fa~ade gables have fretwork. 

Contextual Reasons 

Tl1e grounds surrounding Thornwood are of contextual importance. The arcl1itecture and 
siting of structures on tl1e site largely provide tl1e rationale for tl1e property's significance. 

Tl1ornwood's arcl1itecture emerged fro1n several i<leas tl1at were important in 19tl1 century 
Gotl1ic Revival architecture. Tl1e first is tl1e significa11ce of tl1e picturesque. Tl1e second 
relates to tl1e importance of functionalism. An olJjective of tl1e picturesque is to place 
l>t1ildings into a landscape composition as in a picture. In tl1e picturesque approacl1 
buildi11gs are deliberately placed in a 11atural and organic relationsl1ip witl1 tl1e unta1ned 
terrain. Thornwood is almost unique i11 Ontario in tl1e exte11t to wl1icl1 its site and design 
i1nplen1ent the concepts of the picturesque. Tl1e land around tl1e building assumes, in this 
context, a significance as do the views and vistas to and from the building, particularly those 
to tl1e west and soutl1west. Thornwoo<l is carefully situated looking down towards London 
~1nd cl<>se to tl1e edge of tl1e bank, lc>oki11g <>ver wl1at was tl1cn tl1e river a11d Becl1er's Island. 
'I'l1e big bay window in the drawing roo111 overlo<>ked tl1e landscape to tl1e west and tl1e 
otl1er rooms were designed deliberately with tl1e principal views in 1nind. Tl1ornwood, in 
its plan and siting, demonstrates tl1e principles of picturesciueness and functionalism and 
puts tl1en1 into effect. Tl1e house design is site specific . 
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T11e envelope of area to be preserved around the building includes the tableland, the area 
beyond the tableland within at least 75 feet of the house and such land as necessary to 
provide a vista from the south and west of the house to the south and southwest down to 
the park and up to the house from the park whicl1 was tl1e old approacl1 from tl1e river and 
Becher's Island. (See Appendix 1 - attacl1ed) 

Tl1e site includes many l1ealthy mature trees of various species as well as garden remnants. 
A birch tree is reputed to have been planted by Sir Winston Churchill. Tl1e trees are 
perhaps the most impressive feature of the site for passersby on St. George Street. 
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