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I CERTIFY t .at this in~trumrnt is rcgi£tered as c; 

Registry Oftice 
at London, 
Ontario. 
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BY-LAW NO. L.S.P.-2329-578 

-----------------------------------------------

A by-law to designate Eldon House, 
481 Ridout Street North of historic 
and archi tectiJral value. 

• 

Municipal Number 481 Ridout Street, North 
London, Ontario 

- --------------------------------------------

PASSED - November 21, 1977 

City Clerk's Office 
City Hall 
London, Ontario 

---- -- -- --- - - --
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• 
• 



----------------,,,..-----~-~- - - --
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W.S. ROSS. B.A., City Clerk 

-,, .. 

THE CITY OF LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA 

300 Dufferin Avenue 
P.O. Box 5035 

P.C. Mc NORGAN, A.M.C:r., Deputy City Clerk London, Ontario N6A 4L9 
Telephone 679 - 4530 

' 

• 

• 

DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY CLERK 

December 16, 1977 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation 
77 Greenville Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 2R9 

our file: 35.2.1.77 

Re: Eldon House, 481 Ridout Street, North, London. 
The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974 

Please find enclosed a copy of By-Law No. L.S.P.-2329-578, being a by-law 
to designate E.l;~QA , gp,:µ~_g t-. 48l ,,Jg,~o¥t, _Si;:re,et, ~9rth of historic and architect-

• 1 

ural value, pursuant to Section 14(a) of The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974. 

City Clerk 
/db 
Encl. (1) 

_____ .. 
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Bill tJo. 576 
1977 

• 
• 

By- l a\>I No. L. S, P. - ,2. 3 ;2 1-"-. 5'7 ? 
• 

• 

A by-law to desigr.1,ate Etcl,on ~o~se, 
1181 RidoLr.t Street 'f~orth of historic • 

and architectural value • 

• 

• , . 

' 
• 

• 

• 

WHEREAS pursuant to The Ontario •ieritage Act, 1974, the Council of a 
municipality may by by-law designate a property including buildings and structure 

· thereon to be of historic or architectural value or interest; ... ' 
AND \~HEREAS notice of intention to so designate the property knoi<1n as · 

· Eldon House at 481 Ridout Street North having been duly published and served, no 
notice of objection was received to such designation; • 

• 

• • BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the Municipal Council of The Corporation of 
the c·i ty 

1. • 

• interest 
kno\·Jn as 
Schedule 

• 

of London as fo 11 c·,,s: 

There is designated as being of historic and architectural value or 
the real property, more particuiar·ly described in Schedule 11A11 hereto, 
Eldon House at 481 Ridout Street North, fer the reaso11s set out in 

• • i:a•• hereto. • 
• 

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a 
to be registered upon the title to tt1e property described in 
in the proper Land Registry Office • 

copy of this 
Sc!1edule 1'f;11 

• 

• 

by- l a\<1 

hereto 

• 

3. The City Clerk is hereby·authorized to cause a CQPY of this by-la,·1 to 
be served upon the ov,ner of the afore.said property arid upon the Ontar ic Heri tas,~ 
Foundation and to cause notice of this by-law to be published in the Londcn Free 
Presst and to enter the description of the aforesaid property, the name and addre 
of its registered owner, and short reasons for Its designation in the Register of 
all properties designated under Par·t IV of The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974 . 

• 

4. This by-law comes into force on the day on which it is passed . 
• 

-
. 

PASSED in open Council this t\'lent·1-first day of t~o 11er~,ber, A.O., !977, · 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

First reading•, - November 
Second reading - t{ovembe r 

• 
Third reading - November 

... .,. 
• • • 
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21 , 
21, 
21 , 

1977 
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1977 
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SCHEDULE '' A II 

to 
' • • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• -All that porti·on of Lo-ts 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13, 
• 

Registered· Plan 61, in.the City of London, in the County of 
• • 

Middlesex, in the Province of Ontario and being that portion of 
' • 

• 

-· 

the said Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 lying easterly of the · 1· 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' • 

• 
• 

easterly limit of part l as shc\m on a plan deposited in the 
• • 

• 

Land Registry Office of Middlesex East (No. 33) as plan 33Rl514. 
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• SCHEDULE 11 B 11 
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' to By-law • 
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Archi·tectural Reasons: • • • • • • 
• 

• • 

· Eldon House is a fine frame house designed. in the 
Regency style and subsequently enlarged and adapted to suit 
climatic conditions.. Eldon House and its grounds ·linking t.1.d. t11 

• 

Harris Park form an excellent north-west closure i11 the area 
' of the Forks of the Thames • 

• • 

• • 
• 

Historical Reasons: • 
• 

• • 

. ' . 
Eldon !-louse is prob·ably the .. most important historical 

home in London and t.,ias a ·centre of ·social and political events 
• 

• 

from its construction in 1834 un·til it became the property of the 
City in 1960. The first O\mer, John Harris, RN, was the Treasurer 
of the London District, that is the central part of the south
western peninsul·a of Ontario, and was a leading political figure 
in the local Family Compact. In 1837, he participated in the 
raid on the 11 Caroline 11 in the l'Jiagara River and .may l1ave set 

-

fire to the ship. After his death, his wife, Amelia Ryerse of 
Port Ryerse, v1ho came from the sante prominent Ontario family 
as the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, continued to live in the house, 
°\·1hich -.;·1as greatly expanded in 1877. Later., occupants of the 
house inclt1dcd George Becher Harr:is, a prominent London lawyer 
ar1d his daugr1ter .. Atnelia ~rchange ~Iar.·rilE? (186$-).959), who \•1as the 
last member of the family to live at Eldon Ifouse. She \olas 

, 

prominent in many sportir1g and charitable inst.;i,.tutions in Lonc1on • 

· The· house, with its original furnishings, provides an 
excellent e=<arr.ple· of tl1e life of the gent1:y of _the region for 
o-..1er· a centttry. The variety 0£ the contents, brought bacl( from 
aL'llost all corners of tl1e worl(1, -shov1 their wide interests and 
the broader cor1nections and outlook· of the region, which can be 
so easily forgotten. 
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