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Notice of Passing of a By-law to Designate Property under Section 29 of 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kenora adopted By-law 
No. 84-2007 being a by-law to designate the property being the Kenricla Hotel, on the 
corner of Main Street and Second Street South, legal description PLAN 3 BLK 2 PARTS LOT 
6, 7, 9 and all lot 8, as a property of historical value or Interest under Part IV of The Ontario 
Heritage Act (RSO 1990. Ch. 0, 18). The By-law to designate the property was adopted 
by Kenora City Council on Monday, July 16, 2007; and further 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kenora hereby withdraws 
the notice of intention to designate the property described above, as advertised on 
May 30, 2007. 

July 23, 2007 
Jeffrey C. Port, MCIP, RPP, City Planner Ot~TAFi10 Ht:F,ITAGE TF,1JST 
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THIS PHOTOCOPY 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF KENOR..\ CONFORMS TO THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT AND HAS f BEEN RED IN ANY WAY. 

BY-LAW ~lThIBER 84-2007 
I 

A BY·L • .\W TO DESIGNATE A CERTAIN PROPERTY UNDER THE ONTARIO HERIT 

WHEREAS Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act states that the council of a municipality may, 
by by-la\v, designate a propert'J \vithin the municipality to be of cultural heritage value or 

interest if, 
(a) ,vhere criteria for determining \•;hether property is of cultural heritage value 

or interest hav·e been prescribed by regulation, the property meets the prescribed 

criteria; and 
(b) the designation is made in accordance \vith the process set out in this 

section. 2005, c. 6, s .. 17 (1)., a.11.d 

WHEREAS the property at 204 Second Street South, kno\v"!l as the Kenricia Hotel, meets the 
criteria presc:ribed by the Pro,ince for designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; a.rid 

\VHERE.:\.S Heritage Kenora considered a staff report recommending designation of this 
property at its meeting of ~!arch 29, 2007 and recommended the property be desig11ated under 

the Ontario Heritage Act; a.."l.d 
2006;and 

WHEREAS these actions of the City of Kenora Council fullill the requirement of the Ontario 
Heritage Act that Council consult \vith the Board before giving notice of its intention to 

designate a property; a.TJ.d 

WHERE..\$ the staff report ad•,ises that the building meets t.11.e criteria for historical 
designation under the Act; a.."l.d 

WHEREAS extensive communit;,· consultation has made v·ery clear the significance of the 
building as a historical, cultural a.rid architectural anchor, helpi.."lg to defme the historical 
character of the neighbourhocd; a.."1.d 

WHEREAS a notice of intention to designate t.vas issued on l'/Iay 30, 2007, \vith the end of the 
appeal period being Jut}· 13, 2007, \vith co appeals ha•,ing been receiv·ed; az.'1.d 

WHEREAS acting nos.v to desig11ate the prope1·c.:,· t:.nder the Onta..-io Heritage Act •,vill protect the 
heritage of the do•.v-nto\v"!l area a."1.d Cit;i of Kenora sk-yline; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOL,,"ED TH..\T the Council of the Citv of Ker..ora herebv enacts • • 

as follo•,vs:-

1. That. the properv; lccated at 204 Second St.eet So1.1th, l<n·:i·~n as the Kenricia Hotel ce 
and is hereby designated under Pa..--t IV of the Onta ,·io Heritage t\ct for its cultural 
heritage value or interest, as indicated in Sched1.1le .\ to this By-la,v; 

2. That this by-la,v shall ta.'!..::e effect a."ld come into force upon third and final reading of the 

b-.·-la•.v . 
• 

BY~LAW RE • .\D A FIRST • .\..'ID SECOND TP.tlE THIS 16 DAY Q}' .Jt1.ly; 2007 
BY-LAW RE • .\D • .\ THIRD A..'JD FIN • .\L 'I'Il!E THIS 16 D/1"-f O!i' July, 2007 

THE CORPOR..\TION OF TEE CITY OF E.El'iOR..\ 
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SCHEDULE A TO BY-LAW 84-2007 

Statement of Cultural Value or Interest - Kenricia Hotel 

Design or Physical Value 

The Kenricia Hotel is Northern Ontario's best example of a Beaux-Arts infl1.tenced 
hotel. The architectural features of the Kenricia represent the reaction to Victoria.ri 
fri\·olitj· (high societ:y· and intellect1.lalism) t..1.-irough a return to classical traditions. This 
era ( 1900 to 1930) is referred to as Ed\v·ardia..."1 Classicism. 

The United States, in particttlar, embraced the classical tradition of the Ecole des 
Bea1.1x-.i.\rts to\1,,·ard the end of the nineteenth century·. The 1876 America..."1 Centennial 
sparked an interest in t\merica..."l history \'l(},Jch led to a surge in nationalism and 
interest in the colonial period. As a res1.1lt, this inclined .l\.mericans to\\·ards classical 
architecture as reflected b:y· a "back to the roots'' mo,rement \Vhose focus \Vas. on 
redisco1,,·ering the origL.i.al ,l\.merican ideals. This mov·ement to'\vards the Beau:,-,i.\rts 
style \Vas further bolstered by the 1893 Chicago \v"orld Fair \vhich celebrated tJ:1e 4001.li 
anniversa.I)· of the disco1,,·ery of America by Col1.1mbus. The fair, referred to as the 
Columbian Exposition, \Vas themed to celebrate the classical \Vorld. The classically·
inspired pavilions prov·ided an opth-nistic vision that had a resounding impact on 
1\ ... -nericans. The sa 111e sty·le \v·as used in 1901 for the Buffalo Pa..."1 fu-nerican Fair. 

The Beaux-:\rts classicism of t...11.e Kenricia Hotel is reflected through: 
• The original mon1.1mental ionic portico (n:issing), deep eno1.1gh to house a spacious 

upper balcony 
• The Greek rev·ival ior...ic colum.'1.s (r:1issing) 
• The original balustrades (missi..."'lg} 
• The pronounced limestone auoi.:."'ls 

• • 
• Sy·IT'..metrical \vindo'\v hoods 
• The cor.PJce entablature \vith recta..-:.g,...lla= blocks (called modillions or 111u:1.tins) 

linL."1g 1;...11.e eav·es 
S 

. • .;:, . • j·r1u11eu.,cru 1enestrat1on 
, The central projection of t:ie to,,v·e.:- (a.."'lot.':.er ha !l.:..:..:.ark of the syrnm.etrical Ed1-va,.dia"'l 

st:rle). 

71:e Ker.ricia is also reEecti'l,·e of other architectttral traditions in.clttding: 
• The ma..1.sard or Second Emoir.e architectural stvle that ,;,,;as born out of t...~e • • . 

optiz:1istic a:."'1d heady· early da~;s of :-t"a?oleon !II's reign. 
• T,he Tttsca..."1 tO\•:er {sir11ilar to. a belv·edere) that is closel,;1· associated \vith t.1-:le 

Italia..."'late tradition \v·hich cot":.nter-bala..."1ced the Got.1-iic inflt1ence in Ontario. 
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Historical or Associative Value 

Combining ftlnction and beat1ty, this impressi\·e hotel represents the bt1rgeoning 
tourism industn• at the tt1rn of the centt1rv. 

J • 

The Kenricia's historical "·alue also lies in its association \'vith the Chicago architect 
Fra.."lk .Ne,\:ell. Ne\\·ell \Vas contracted to design a ''modern, f.trst-class hotel'' befitting of 
the tO\\n's. burgeoning tourist industcy·. He \\·as considered to. be '' ... one of the ablest 
architects t."1 hotel constn1.ction on the continent ... '' 

In 1903, there \v·as a report in the local ne\\'Spaper a...'1.Ilouncing that a group of local 
citizens, ainong them D.C. Ca...-neron ai.J.d George Dre\\"l)·, had purchased the site of the 
fo1·111er Hilliard House and Qt1een ts Hotel (\vhich burned L."1 
1902) ai.J.d that a company had been formed to btlild a f.trst class hotel. 
In 1907, Chicago architect Fra..1k Ne\v·ell \\·as hired by the company to design a hotel 
befitting the burgeoning tourist to\vn. 
On ;\,Ia:s,· 27, 1907., the contract '"·as a\varded for the constntction to Carter, Halls, 
Aldinger and Company of \Vinnipeg, ::VIa..1itoba. The accepted price \\·as $225,000. 
Construction began irmnediately· a.."1.d the completion date \v·as to be Janua..7 1, 1908. 
The hotel \v·as built on the main comer of do\vnto\vn. Kenora - Niain and Second Streets 
Sot1th. The original blueprint sho\ved the }l!ain Street \\ring to be exactly 1:\vice the size 
of t.'1.e e'v·entual construction . .'\pparentlJ· f1,,'1.a.'1.cial diffic.ulties \\"hich plagued the project 
ov·er its three-3-·ear construction dictated some adjustments to the pla:.,."1. In the end, 
oriJy· half the \\.'L."1.g \Vas built. \vnile it \Vas a.."lticipated that the hotel \\·ould open in 
1908, dela.1·s, mostly· fin.ance-related, pre\.·ented the cor.ipletion of the hotel ttntil 1910. 
The hotel officially• opened for business on Augi..tst 20, 191.0. 
The na ine of the hotel \Vas cha.'1ged from the Totlrist Hotel to the Kenricia (a 
contraction of ''Kenora'' and ''Patricia" district) Hotel in 1938. 
The hotel \\·ent into recei,:ership c 1968, due to cost o\.·err'"tns in renov·ations. 

The Kenricia hotel exudes the confidence and opti.-i.:1ism of tl'le ~ort.11 Ar-r1e.rica."'l elite 
orior to the First \1,'orld \v-ar. 
·• 

Conte:-i:tual Value 

.'\ landmark buiidi..J.g on Kenora's r:1ain sG:eec, the Ken:icia hotel has simple lines a:."'ld 
proportions, :y·et e, pronot1nced presence. This is ctue to the fact that che Beat1x-.:1-rts 
st)·le \\·as extensiv·ely used tor grar.cl architectural statemen:s - large!~; p1.tblic 
bt1ildings, ba.."lks and schools. 

The Kenricia has the rare distinction. of servL..g as a la.'1dir1ark. node a.,.,d edge-defL'1.ing 

building. 

As a la.-ridmark, t.:.1-ie Kenricia st1rpasses in height and presence other r:::.ore traditional 
la..,dmark bttildings st1ch as the To\v·11 Eall a..J.d local churches. Its "·isual prominence is 
contir 111ed by \.·ie\1,·ers arriv·ing in Kenora b:y· \1;aten\.·a:y·s or b:y· road: it co111.-na..-ids the 
attention of the v·ie1,v·er. (In fact, at the tt1m of the century - it. literally· m:t1st ha\·e 
represented the le..:1.dmart< of ci\.·ilization to people a.-ri~,·ing b:y· boat). 
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Nodes are key- places and strategic centre \.\.ithin a district - and the foct1s. point of 
much activ·ity. \Vhile the Kenricia has lost some of its vibrancy (in terms of social 
activit}r), it retains its presence as key place at Kenora's most important retail 

intersection. 

The Kenricia also has the disti..11ction of being a..."1 edge-defming building. The Kenricia's 
lL.'1..1{age to the vv·aterfront represents the strongest lin..1{ beti.veen the main street 
(composed of the retail econom;,·) and the la!<e (as represented b:y· the resource-basecl 
economj· e.g. fisheries, logging that has defined Kenora). As such, the Kenricia 
represents the strongest 'l;isual linkage bet".\.·een Kenora's dovvntO\"\iJ.1. and its \.\.·aterfront. 




