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London 
CANADA 

300 Dufferin Avenue 
P.O. Box 5035 
London, ON 
N6A4L9 

October 6, 2011 

Unity Project for Relief of 
Homelessness in London 

719-721 Dundas Street 
London ON 

I hereby certify that the Municipal Council, at its session held on October 3, 2011 resolved: 

35. That, on the recommendation of the London Advisory Committee on Heritage, on the 
recommendation of the Stewardship Sub-Committee, notice of the Municipal Council's intention to 
designate the property located at 719-721 Dundas Street to be of cultural, historical and architectural value 
or interest BE GIVEN for the attached reasons under the provisions of subsection 29(3) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act, R. S. 0., 1990, c.0.18; it being noted that the owner of the subject property Unity 
Project for Relief of Homelessness in London) has concurred with the above recommendation, with the 
understanding that the land to be included in the designation will be as shown on the assessment roll. 
(35/23/BNEC) . 

C. Saunders 
City Clerk 
/jb 

cc: D. Menard, Heritage Planner 
London Advisory Committee on Heritage 

The Corporation of the City of London 
Office: 519-661-2500 ext. 0969 
Fax:519-661-4892 
www. london.ca 



~~'* 
(' 

~ 
~~ 

. SEP 14 2011 
Legal Description of Property 

Ref. /.Stlt ~/ 
719-721 Dundas Street is a two and one half story red and buff brick duplex residencW>W>.art @f l,@ts 'j ,H,. ~, SIS 
Dundas Street and Pan Lot A W/S Olebe Street. (The structure at the municipal aduess of7t11,1llndas is,fftit 
included in tm's statement ofsignffican~.) 

Statement of Cultural H,edtage· Interest 

The semi-detached, two and one half story residence located at 719-721 Dundas Street iS' recommended for 
designation under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act as a building of cultmaH1eritage value. 

The building has architectural value as an interesting example of the Queen Anne ·style applied'to an earlier buitaing. 
It is significant as a physical reminder of the former residential nature of this section ofDundas Street now greatly 
encroached li,y commercial uses. 

The building has an ~ely unusual arc~.history. S~ly; ft-Qm a CUIISOry obs~on of the Queen 
Anne architecture ofthe front elevation, the assumed fate ofconstruetion would be 1ib:e milho rate 1890~. A close 
examination of the entjte fabric ofthe building, however, most especially the fflle elevations tdgether with the 
archival resources, reveals ,that the 719 half was built much earlier. City Directory research indicates that 719 
Dundas Street was erected in 1877 and that its first occupant was Francis S. Bickley, listed as a ·~achine hand'' 
later a "plumber" among other occupations. The 1881 updated to 1888 London fire insurance plan clearly depicts a 
single family house. From the evidence provided by the two sets of comer qttoins of the west elevation, the original 
two story building was proba:bly designed in the prevailing Italianate style. In 11,9, the hous.e ,was dcmbl'ed ia size 
with the side and rear elevations oftbe new 721 d,-plieaffllg the white lmek, and the JiWmber •~es increased to 
two-and-one-half from two. Interes1:ipgly. the oripial fa~deof719 Dundas Streetwud .. edand mtffied 
with 721 by means of new fayade built of red brick (now painted y.elo~ Wifb.grar stone,bte~trim ~d a new roof. 
A building permit was issued by the City of London in 1'9,"8 allowing a 0n.e s.tory, wh~ brick-adlitton to the rear 
wing of 719, which functioned as a doctor's office Wltil 1954. 

From 1899, the building served as residences, 719 until 1945, 721 until 1937. Thereafter, both sides accommodated 
various commercial and professional functi0ns including real estate and chartered accountant offices, a hair stylist 
and a law office among many other uses. Both addresses were the location 'Qfthe residence aitd office of several 
doctors most particularly for Dr. Edwm Seal>om at 721 for the years 1904-01. Seabem authored The March of 
Medicine in Westen, Ontario.ma was a fong-filne member of The University of~stem Otttamo's Faculty of 
Mecffcme. 

Description of Hemtage Attributes 

The residence was designed in the Queen Anne style w.ith Romanesque Revival intluences that are worthy of 
preservation. The important architectural features comprise (limited to the front elevation): 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

a high pitched hip roof matched on either side by two elaborately decorated gables each crowning a two 
story projection . 
a large elaborately detailed roof.donner centred over the recess betwee.a the two proj~ 
an elaborately de~rated shallow porch Cl!OWned by cast-iron cresfinganctsaprted., elassiealcolumns 
resting on stone block piets whi~h serves to connect the two frontprqjecticms andte i~elter.the fr.ont doors 
in the recess between the two projections thereby unifying th~ batancec! ~ents0oftfte deS1g11 
two ground story round headed windows in the front projections either side of the porch which are outlined 
by large rusticated stone block voussoirs, which each radiate from a central keystone 
rusticated stone block coursing which extends from the voussoirs and raps around to Q~erlap a small length 
of the side elevations 
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• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

rusticated stone labels over the windows of the second story; overthe single windows either side of the first 
story doors for 719 and 721; and over the single windows set in the angled comers 
rounded corners on the second story meet the earlier buff brick quoins of the side elevation of 719 and the 
side elevation wall of 721 
rounded corners are also present on the inside corners of the second story projections 
the corner quoins of the side elevation of719 where they meet the 1899 front elevation; they provide 
evidence of the earlier struotl:lre 

several stainedglass wiirdews: in the-mmsoms over the two centl7e wind~ws in the r~eess 0fthe second 
story; In~ s~tn · ·• mar transom,over the Iarge:'mst story wtndow of~l; O\ter the wind0Ws in the 
diagonaUy et,it s . . . . of'*e wall at the cornCl'S that angle, away on iJotll sides e>f'the ~t stories. of the two 
front'projeottons; ovetthe dMr oi"721 which incorporates the 721 address (the stained glass transoms over 
the large first story window and door of719 have been removed) 

Owner's Declarations 

I (We) are in agreement with the Statement of Significance as written above with respect to 
the desig.nation of the building at 721-723 under Section 29(1) of the Ontario Beriuge Act 
and request the designation of this property. 

(Name) (»ate) 




