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TN TIIE MATTER OF TIIE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT
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174 Old Yonge Street
Tororlto, Ontario
lvI2P lP9

pntario Heritage Trust
r,/ l0 Adelaide Street East

Toronto, Ontario
M5C 1J3

Take noticc that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law 170-2013, being a by-law to
designate the property at 174 Old Yonge Street (St. John's Rectory) as being of cultural heritage
value or intercst.

Dated at Toronto this lSth day of April, 2013.

Acting Manager, Heritage Preservation Services, City Planning Division
Jasmine Stein, Murlicipal Law Unit, Legal Division
Depr-rty Chief Building Official and Director, Building Division, North York District
Interested Persons



Arrtholity: North York Commuuity Council Itcm l 1.3,

rs ldoptcd by City of Tolonto Cor,urcil on Dccenrbcr ll. 12lncl 13.2007

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW No.470-2013

'fo designate the property at 174 Old Yonge Street (St..Iohn's Rectory) as being of
cultural heritage value or interest.

Whereas the Ortario Heritage Aa authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to
designate real property, including ail buildings and stt'uctures thereon, to be of cultural heritage
value or interest: and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property 
^t 

17l Old Yonge Street
(St. John's Rectory) as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto caused to be served upon the owners of the land and
premises known as 174 Old Yonge Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of
Intention to designate the property and caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's
u,eb site fbr a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public,
Article tl, $ 162-r{.1. Notice requirements uncler the Ontario Hgritctgc Acl; and

Whereas a notice of obiection dated January 17 ,2008 was served upon the Clerk of the
municipality; and

Whereas the objectol has withdrawn its objection; and

Whereas the reasons for desicnation are set out in Schedule "A" to this bv-law:

The Cor"rncil of the City of Toronto euacts:

1. The property at- 174 Old Yonge Stleet. more particLrlarly describecl in Schedule "B" and

shorvn on Schedr-rle "C" irttached to this by-law, is designated as being of cultr.rral heritage
value or irlterest.

2. The City Solicitor is ar"rthorized to cauise a copy of this by-larv to be rcgistered against the
property described in Schedule "B" to tliis by-law in the propcr Land Registry Office.

The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be servcd upon the owners
of the property at l7;l Old Yon_ee Street and r:pon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause

notice of this by-larv to be posted on the City's web site for a period o1' 30 days in
accordance with Municipal Code Chaptcr 162, Notice, Public, Article II,
$ i62-4.1. Notice requirernents under the Ontario Heritoge Act.

Enacted and passed on April 4,2013.

Frances Nunziata,
Speaker

(Seal of the City)

S. Watkiss,
City Clerk
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SCHEDUI,E ''A''
REASONS F'OR DESIGNATION

Dcscription

Thc property at l7-tr OId Yonge Street is n'orthy of designation under Palt IV of the Orltario
Hcritage Act fot its cultural helitage l'alue. and meets the critcria lor rnunicipal desi_gnation
prcscribcd by thc Plovince of Ontario under thlee categories of desigr-r, associati'n'e and
contextual valuc. Locltc-d on the rvest sicle of Old Yonge Street, north of York N'lills Road. the
two-stol:ev holisc foun buiiding was completed in I878 as the re ctory of St. John's Anglicln
Church. The site is listccl on the City of Torortto Inventory of Hcritase Propc'rtic's.

Statemcnt of Cult.ural Fleritagc Value

St. John's Rcctory has associative r,'alue lor its connection rvith St. John's Anglican Chr,rrclt.
Parish rccorcis oLrtline thc history of the church and its rectory. The consregation rvas founded in
the 1790s as tht: first mission outpost of St. Jamcs' Cathcdral. Mcrnbers ntet in privatc
residences and a schoolhouse Lultil 1 8 I 7 wheu tire oliginal church u/as constnrcted on the hilltop
ovcrlooking Yon_ee Strcct (knor'vn as Old Yonge Street since 1835 whcn Yonge Street rvas
straightened and rei.rligncd to the wcst). St. John's was thc first Anglican church built outsicle the
Torr,'u o1'York. 'fhc origir-ral bLrilding was replaccd by thc pfesent church, which u'as compietccl
in 1844 accolding to thc clcsigns of early Toronto architcct. John Howlrd. The pfopcrty no\i'
idcntificd as [9 Don Riclge Road that contains St. John's Anglicerr Cirrrrch und Ccnrctcry is
incluciccl ou the City's hcritage iltvclltory.

In 1841, thc cor-rglegation acquiled the propclty now knorvn as 174 Old Yongc Strcet frortr
parishioner Williarn Marsh. using the house fbrrn building on the site 1or the rcctory. By the latc
1860s, thr- strucl"Ltrc wi.ts clecttred trninhaLritablc and a scrics of rectors rverc housed in rcntcci
acconu-ttoclatiott. Tlte cousrcgation raiscd fuucls to build a new rectorv ancl, iu early 1876.
approvcd thc plans of a "VIr. Fisher"of Eglinton." i.l clrpcnts-r and lunrbcr rncrchant. Construction

irroceedc'd under the supcrvision of contri:icior Joseph Pcnnock. Follolving the complction of the
rccLory in l87il. Cauon Flenry Bath Osler u'as thc first cler,gvnran to occLlp)'the prcnrisc-s. Thc
sitc of llany social cvcuts associatccl w'ith thc chulch. the rcctory rvas altcred cluring the World
War II cra. afiernvlticir the north part of the propcrty was severed ancl solci.

The dcsi-cn value of St. John's Rectory rclates to its appearancc as A rlrre sulvivins housc fbrm
bLrilding connected to the York lvlills coulrurrity as it clcvcloped in thc I800s. It rcrlains an
cxatnple o1'lhe residcntial builclings popr,rlariz-ed in the 19"' century thlt rvci'c iclentil'ic.d by their
modest scalc aucl synlnretry. In York \{ills. ri'ith the relocation of the sun ivins ruill cottages and
the C. W. Jeffer'rv's l-louse . St. John's Rectory stands in its original location on Yonse Strect
belbre the roaclway \\ias reriligucd.

Contextually, the propefty at 17-t Old Yonge Street contributcs to the lare i9'i'cclrtul'y character'
of York lvlills. LocatedonOldYonge Street, rihich preclatcs the currcnt Yongc Strcet as the
rla.ior thoroughfare thloueh the hamlet, St. John's Rcctory is onc of thc ferv rcrtraining buildings
ll'orn the peliod wlten York lv{iils developed as a rniliing cnterprise in York Torvnship (iater
North York). The origins o1'thc community date to 1804 when thc first in a scrics o1 rlills began
opcratiltg along the w'est branch of the Don Rir.'er. \Mren a post olTice opened in the vicinity in
1836, the outlet was naured "York lvlills". Served by a stage coach runnins irorth on
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Yonge Street, the area around present-day Yonge Street and York Mills Road attracted additional
indr.rstries (a tannery and pottery), as well as hotels, stores, houses, a school and churches, the
first of which was St. John's Anglican Church. A small group of properties in York Mills,
illustratin-e a range of late 19'n century buildirrg stock, is recognized on the City's helitage
inventory. The Jolly Miller Tavern (1857) at 3885 Yonge Street and the C. W. Jeffreys House
(the noted artist's house. dating to circa 1833) at 4111 Yonge Street are also designated under
Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. St. John's Anglican Church and Rectory are surviving York
Mills buildings of note that remain in their original locations.

Heritaee Attributes

The heritage attributes of St. John's Rectory related to its design, associative and contextual
value as a surviving example of a late 19'n century house form building associated with St. John's
An-glican Chr-rrch that is an important feature on Oid Yonge Street in York Mills are:

o Above a stone foundation, the scale, form and massing of the two-storey
rectangular plan

. The frame collstruction with stllcco cladding and wood trim
o The medium-pitched gable roof rvith extended eaves and, at the south end, a brick

chinrrey
. The symmetrical organization of the three-bay principal (east) tagade facing Old

Yonge Street
. The ceutral placement of the main entrance in a paneled surround rvith siclelights

and a segmental-arched tripartite transom with leaded diamond glazing
o Protecting the entry, the open porch with a gable roof and a round-arched opening

supported on slender paired wood piers
r Flanking and surmonntins the entry, the segmental-arched window openings with

vor.tssoirs and lr,rg sill,s, which retain the pattern of two-over-two sash windows
typical of the late 19"' celltury

o The continuation of the shape and detailing of tlie fenestration from the east
faEade to the side elevations (north and south)

. Ou the east fagade south (left) of the entry, the adclition of a small square window
opening
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SCHI'DUI,II ''I}''

I,IiG.II- DI'S CRIPTION

PrN 10103-0223 (LT)
Ptlt Lot 11, Concession 1. desisnated as PART I 66R-24908

cit"'" of roronto (tbnner cit.v of Norrh York) und Pror.ince of ontario
Land Titlcs Dir,ision of the Toronro Re.sistry Office (No. 66;

Tlic hercinbelbre ciescribed lancl being delincatcd by heavy outline on Sketch No. PS-20l2-0:'2
clatcd Junc 20. 2012, as set olrt in Scheciulc "C".
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SCHEDULE "CU
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TECHNICAL SEFVICES DIVISION
SUNVEY & UTILIW MAPPINC

PROPERW INFORMATION SHEET

NO. 174 OLD YONGE STREET
(sT. JOHN',S RECTORY)

LAND DESIGNATED AS BEING OF
CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE AND INTEREST

*ARD 2s - DoN vALLEy wEsr 
iNor ro scALEl

DArE: JUNE 2o,2or2 SKETCH No. PS-2012-072

NoTEI
THIS SKETCH IS NOT
A PLAN OF SURVEY
AND HAS BEEN COMPILEO
FROM SURVEY NOTES AND
OFFICE EECOFOS, IT SHALL
NOT 8E USEO EXCEPT FOR
THE PURPOSE INDICATED
IN THE TITLE BLOCK




