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!HE CORPORATION OF THE QF TQ.WNSttlf? OF MUSkOKA LAKES 

BY•LAW NUMBER 2002-37 

Being a By.law to aeslgnate the Property known municipally as Buigess Memorial 
Church, Bala. being of arctiltectural and hlstoricat vah.ie or Interest. 

WHEREAS Section 29 of the Ontario Herttage Act, RS.0.1990, c.0.16 
autholiZes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws lo designate real property, 
including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of an:hiteclural. or historic value or 
Interest; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Coiporation of the Townahlp cf Mulkoka 
Lakea haa caused to be served on the ownal"8 of the lands and pi.smla68 kl'IO'M'I u 
Burgen Memorial Chl.lrch and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundaticn, notice of Intention 
to so designate the aforuaaid real property and has caused IUCh notice Of tntenuon to 
be published ln the same newspaper having general clrcu1atlon in the municipality: 

AND WHEREAS no notice. of . objection to Iha propoeed designation has been 
served on the clerk of the municlpanty; 

NOW THEREFORE ~ Council of \he Corporation of the Township of Muskoka 
Laket enacts as follows: 

1. The real property known as Burge11 Memorial Church In Bala, m~ parUcutarty 
described in Schedule ·A" is hereby desianatad as being of architectural and 
historical value or interest for the reasons set out in Schedule "8" to this bylaw. 

2. The municipal solicitor Is hereby authorized to cause a c:opy of this by-law to be 
registered against the property deacribed in Schedule •A• hefato in the proper 
land reghstry office. 

3. The Clari( 11 hereby authorized to cause a copy of tt.. by-law to be served on the 
owner of the aforesaid property and on the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to 
cause notice of the passing of this by-law to be publlshed in the same newspaper 
having 941!"'8.1'9),,fl,~ta~J!l.1-he Pir1,19l~P~l~i,;,·">' ,.""';;1,~;.,. 

4. Schedules ·A· and ·e· attached hereto are hereby made part of this bylaw. 

REAO FOR A FIRST ANO SECOND TIME this~ day of Marci) , 2002. 

READ f OR A THIRD TIME and finally passed this -1t:_ day of March , 2002. 
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Schedule A to Bylaw 2002-37 

For the Townehlp of Muekoka I.aka. 

Burg ... Memorlll Church, Bala 

Bala F21ls Road and District Road 189 . 
Concession 7, Part Lot 33. wooJ 

Municipal roll number 7-6-053. 
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Schedule 8 ... ,. .. 200247 

For the Township of Mutkoka Laklt 

au,..... MlfflOl'lal Chutd'I. Bala 

Reasons for Designation puniuam tD the Ontario Heritage: Act. R.S.O. 1880, e.0:11: · 

The Burgess Memorial Ctuch, buitt In 1928 on Bala . Fallt Road, Is 
recx,mmendld for designation for arohltecturll reuon1 as ·. It 11. a baaUtiful 
e,campte of a limple Gothic church built In Mulkoka In the tll1y 20lh ClftlLICY. 
Gordon Ing, Whole Initials are carved in the mortar on lhe eaat side, built the 
Church without the benefit of an archltecl'a plan. E1emenll of the Gothic ll»te are 
ew:lent In the pointed ardHhaped windows, Qlble roof and decoraliva 
bargetloan1. 

Of pastrcular lntlntlt Is the fad that IDcll · and· uaonat nllldenll · .,. 
encouraged to bslng atonea for lhe construdion. M • Nault. lhe &llCOUl'led 
fieldstone axtanor includes rocks of all shapes and 11zaa tom u far aw., n the 
United States. 

',,·,.·. • : •, ... ··,,·.,,,;· .. ·>,''(,·:,~-'"'1;,',f /:\·r\.-.,~·-laJ·•. ~- ,., •. ,-~~-·.r.:::·r:- . ....... · .. ;,-,.,. 

The 11Jc-owir-11ix sun windows in tha lower level are IUl'll'IOunted with concrete 
hood mould or dripltone. The ~loW pabblt a• in the ·new wlndOWI i1 
original. Round wlndowl In the entrance and ltlTa cottai,cOlounld conaw. roof 
tile• on the entrance and on the windowsills GM the ctlRh a plcturelque chann 
befitting its prominent location on a small Island In the Maon River. next to thll 
Balafalll. 

Tile churth Is named after the founder of Bala, Thornie W. B!QIIS, \\1'o antvad 
In the 8f98 In 1888. The BU19811 Memorial Church was built on land awned by 
the Thoma, Burpa e&1atl. It OWN Its uillln.ol ~ Prelbyterlanl who did not 
accept the 1925 unkln of the Methodlat and PreNyteriln faith• and the 

· dosignetian of Ball's ortglnal Presbytenan churdl II a United Chuldl. A carved 
lign In c,oncrete ftom the Prubylerlan congragatton ii ttll loClted under the 
wooden sign over the front dOOr. 

I t . \*. " ; • i ' :.,~~· ', ,.: ~ ;,., ~ '\ 
:~~;c.:.:.,,_.,,_,._,:.;.;:1.'·" 1 ·:/,e'._~x.:1,?~ .. ;,;" .. :..:;.,.·.:.,:...;. ... •:,~--; ..... _;, -~"'-~~t)~:J!·t· y•···· ,, 

· In Auguat 1984, the boanS of the Plesbyteriln Chul'dl IOld 1ha bUilcllng ID Shlr1ey 
and Thomas Unke. The c:hurc:h wu uaed • a Baptllt Church during the UnkN' 
ownership. Known as the Stone Chun:tl by many, lhe Bu,aMt Memorial Church 
la a prom!Mnt landmark of hietalteal slgnlficance. In the IURIMf of 2000 1he 
church wu decommletloned and wu naDnld for commtn=ial \lllt in Odober, 
2000, The retention of Iha axllting ederior featul'll II nte0mmended to prNONe 
the character of Bal1'1 *"11(:ape. 

The speclfic parts of the Burgess Memolial Church prope,ty lhat n tD ba protected 
are: 

• unco&.ned thaldatone exlerior 

• Slx-cMlr•lbc sash Windowa in Iha lower level 
• mufti.paned an:tMl~-~.lflif~.Jn ...... 1 ... i-...t{na~~"'-'t:--..,,v,,;;,,,."°·"·' ,,,:.,-.,,. ,c:i.·-::· ,s,;, .. ,, .• <'.'41>~ 

. . ." .. ~,~U.,, .. ,,.,,~.-.u.~~···· 
• bullder's lnllall on the aat fece 

• deeoratlve CCl'ICNte hood mould over basement wlndowl including the 
carved concrete algn over the front door 

• IOUnd lhaped windows in the entrance 

• terTI cotta-aaloured concrete roof tiles on entrance and windowsills 
• basgeboard on gable ends of building 
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