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positioned on the north wall of the centre hall. Most of the doors and trim are original, some
have been reinstalled, and others reproduced or matched with a similar product. Ceilings: The
ceilings of the three principal rooms and centre hall on the ground floor have moulded
cornices. The centre hall has a plaster ceiling medallion surrounding the light fixture that is
believed to be original. Ceilings have drywall over the wood lathe. Woodwork: The
architrave or trim surrounding each door and window is unusual for the use of what would be
classified as two styles of primary trim throughout the house. Traditionally, the primary trim
was reserved for the presentation areas, with secondary trim used in lesser locations. All the
trim in the house is moulded, with headblocks composed of a bullseye surmounted by a crown
pediment. This was a popular design and was stocked by local suppliers. Some of the
pediments are missing, notably in the ground floor hall. The ground floor trim features a two-
layer or stepped design. The second storey moulding is a single layer. In the rear areas,
modem trim has been used to mimic the original. The areas created by the two ground floor
bay windows (northeast and southeast rooms) are accentuated with heavy carved brackets at
each end of a decorated board. The architrave (trim) of each window opening in the northeast
bay culminates in a panelled section (dado) below the sill level to the floor. This is not
repeated in the southeast room. The matching area on the second floor (northeast room) does
not have the brackets, decorated board, or dado. The original interior doors are solid wood
with mouldings and five panels. An oversized segmental opening exists between what were
the front and back parlours of the ground floor on the north half. This wide opening is an
‘attractive feature with moulded trim, a keystone, and two multi-panelled pocket doors. The
baseboards throughout the house are wood with mouldings. The top layer of flooring is
hardwood. Fireplace Mantels: By the end of the nineteenth century, most urban dwellings
were heated with stoves or central heating. Although more aesthetic than functional,
fireplaces continue to adorn principal rooms. The example in the northeast room is masonry
with two slightly projecting pilasters on either side of a half round opening. The opening and
a horizontal band or entablature are accentuated with a variety of mouldings. The mantel was
altered by Women Alive. A marble mantel in the southeast room was missing in 1996.
Staircase: The staircase is a J-plan rising along the north wall of the centre hall. The stairwall
is partially closed with vertical tongue and groove panelling below a stringer with applied
scrolls. The handrail support has turned (polygonal) balusters and rises from a newel post.
Women Alive improved the access to the attic by moving a wall on the second floor to
accommodate the continuation of the stairs and installing a reproduction newel and
balustrade. A secondary staircase at the rear was removed and another added. Builder's
Hardware: Some of the original builder's hardware survives, notably the large door hinges
with scrollwork decorations. Decorative metal air grates are inset into the baseboards. The
original door knobs were white porcelain. Condition: The former Dutton house is in a stable
and well-maintained condition.



