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THE CORPORAT.lON OF THE TO OF OAKVILLE 

OAK VILLE 
ONTARIO 

April 16, 1996 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
77 Bloor Street West 
2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A2R9 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

REGISTERED MAIL 

RE: HISTORICAL DESIGNATION 

--

1225 TRAFALGAR ROAD 
P.O. BOX310 

OAKVILLE, ONTARIO 
CANADA, L6J 5A6 

TELEPHONE: (905) 845·6601 
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RECEIVED 
IN THE OFFIC~ 

APR 2 4 1996 
CULTURAL PR()GR1·.1\4S 

HERITAGE UNIT 

Pursuant to Section 29(6)(a) of the Ontario Heritage Act, attached is a certified true 
copy of .By-law 1996-12 being ''A by-law to designate 187-189 Lakeshore Road East as 
a property of historical, architectural and contextual value and interest.'' 

Should you have any questions concerning this matter please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (905)845-6601, extension 3136. 

Yours truly, 

Pat McPherson 
Committee Assistant 
TOWN OF OAKVILLE 

/pdm 
attachment 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF OAKVILLE 

BY-LAW NUMBER 1996-12 

A by-law to designate 187-l89 Lakesl1ore Road E&st 
as a property of historical, arcl1itectl.lral apd 

contextual value ano i11terest 

THE COUNCIL ENACTS A.S FOLLOWS: 

• 

I. The property 111t1nicipally known as 187-189 Lakeshore Road East is hereby 

designated as a property of historical, a1·chitectt1ral and contextual value and 

i11terest pt1rs11ant to the Ontario Heritage Act, for reason& set out in 

Scl1edi1le ''A'' to tl1is by-law. • 

2. The property designated by this by-law is the property qescribed in 
•• 

Scl1edule ''B'' attacl1ed to tl1is by-law . 

J>ASSED l'>y tl1e CotJ11cil tl1is 26th day ot' F~b;ua+Y , 1996. 
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SCI-IEDULE ''A'' TO BY-LAW 1996-12 
' ' 

I·IISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Tl1e bt1ildi11g at 187-189 Lakeshore Road East is l(11own as the Davis Block and was bt1ilt 

i11 1903 fo1· Willia1n Si11clair Davis. 

Willia111 Si11clair Davis l1as bee11 desc1·ibed as 011e of~tl1e n1ost st1ccessft1l men that 

Oal(ville l1as ever known. I-Ie was bo1·n in Oakville in l 865, and began work ip. 1879 at 

age fot1rteen, delive1·i11g telegrams a11d assisting i11 tl1e post office. By 1898, he was the 

fJttrser of tl1e fa1not1s steamship ''Tl1e Wl1ite Sta1·'1, wl1icl1 l1ad sl1ortly before bee11 removed 

from its 1·t111 betwee11 Oakville and Toronto, when it was cl1artered by the Pan American 

Excu1·sio11 Con1pany o·t'B4ffalo. Wl1en it was 1·eqt1ired l1y tl1e Oal(ville Navigatio11 
' 

Co1npa11y tl1e f·bllowi11g yea1·, W.S. Davis was 111ade Ge11e1·al Ma11ager, Treast1re1·, and 

Secretary of~ tl1e Co1npa11y . 

• 

By tl1e tt11·n of tl1e ce11tt1ry, Davis was establisl1ed as A real estate agent, and over tl1e 

e11st1ing yea1·s, was 1·esponsible fo1· att1·acting hqnd1·eds of residents to the Cot1nty, and at 

tl1e same ti1ne, handli11g many of tl1e la1·ge estates t11at grew up i!1 the Town, Jn 1904, 

William S. Davis n1a1·1·ied tl1e yot1ng Miss Ag11es Cavers, a11d a year later when he was 
• 

fb1·ty, tl1ey 111oved i11to Ro1nai11 I-Iot1se at 40 First Street. Tl1e following year wJ1en tl1ey 
' 

l1acl tl1e first of their five so11s, Davis acquired one ot'tl1e tirst automobiles in Oal(vjlle. 
' 

W.S. Davis se1·ved as Tow11 Cle1·l( and was elected Mayo1· of Oakville in 1908; and again 
' 

i11 1919. 111 1908, l1e e11tered into a pa1·t11e1·sl1ip witl1 Cl1arles Doty, forming the Oakville 

P1·essed Briel( Works. I?or 51 years, W.S, Davis was a wa1·den at St. Jt1des Ch\1rch, a11d it 

is 1·ecordecl that l1is 1'ge11erosity was 011ly exceeded l1y l1is elevation to tl1e temporal affairs 

of tl1e Cl1t11·cl1''. 

Not 011ly w,1s l1e gene1·ot1s with 11is ow11 cl1t1rcl1, l1e w,1s ge11erot1s witl1 ot}1er cl1u1·cJ1e~ as 

well. Davis do11ated a set of large electric lights to St. A11d1·ews Cllt1rch. 

1~11e Davis Block is tla11ked by two si1nilar structu1·es, 183-185 bt1ilt in 1903, and 
• 

189A-191 built i11 1915. Tl1ese contribute to tl1e sy111111et1·y oftl1e Pavis Block along 

l..,akesl101·e Road. U11til 1·ece11tly, tl1e Davis Blocl( itself) was divided between two 

l1t1sinesses 011 tl1e g1·ot111d floor . 
• 
• 

I 87-189 was origi11ally occt1pied by tl1e W.S. Davis Real Estate office to tl1e east and by 

Oakville's tl1i1·d post office to the west. 111 1910, wl1e11 tl1e post office was moved to Mr. 

I..,ot1is Cote's new bt1ilcli11g one block east, tl1e Ba11l( o·f~ I·la111ilton establisl1ed a branch in 

tl1e Davis Block. 1~J1is ba11k 01·igi11ally 111oved to Or1l(ville after tl1e private Ande1·son 
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Ba11k faileLI, a11d tool( ove1· its assets, i11clt1di11g tl1e A11d·e1·son Farin which lay betwee11 

Alla11 Street and Glot1ceste1· Avent1e, a11d Lal<esl101·e Road and Sprt1ce Street, late1· to be 

clevelopecl as tl1e B1·a11twood Su1·vey. Tl1e existi11g vat1lt i11 tl1e inst1rance office was tl1e 

original ba11k vault. 

I11 additio11 to his otl1e1· activities, M1·. Davis was also tl1e Manager of tl1e Bank of 

I-Ja1nilton between 1910 and 1922. As a result, ~ co1111ecting door was created betwee11 

tl1e two offices, a11cl accordi11g to a local a11ecqote, ''all Mi·. Davis l1ad to do i11 n1oving 

t1·01n one position to a11otl1er was to cl1ange l1ats ! 11
• 

In 1922, t11e Banl( ot' Com1nerce tool<. over tl1e Ba11l( o,t' I-Ia1nilton, and Mr, Davis was 
• 

i11formed tl1at the banl( policy was st1ch that the Ma11ager could l1ave no pther occupation. 

As a resttlt, Mr. Davis gave tip ba11ki11g to contintte i11 tl1e 1·eal estate bt1siness, 
' 

111 1923, M1·. Davis bt1ilt a new two-storey brjck bt1ildi11g on the northwesterly corner of 

Lal<esl1ore Road and Geo1·ge Street, wl1ich was soo11 occtJJJied by the Bank of Comme1·ce 

a11d W.S. Davis Real Estate. As a 1·est1lt oftl1is, 187-189 was occupied by Dominion 

G1·oce1·y to 1·I1e east a11cl by Eaton's Order Cent1·e to tl1e west. Afte1· Dominion vacated 

11t11nber 189, it was occttpied by Ji.E. Carley Shoe Re1Jair, tl1en Reward Shoes, and tl1en 

B1·addocl( Optical t111til 1985. In 1960, the Bank of Co1111nerce purchaseq the b1.1ilding on 
• 

tl1e nortl1west corne1· ot' George Street and Lakesl101·e Road E~st, which the W.S, Davis 
• 

and Sons Real Estate office was occupying. At tl1e sa111e time, Eaton's indicated tl1at ,tl1ey 

wisl1ed to vacate 1871.,akes1101·e Road East, so W.S. Pavis & So11s moved bacl( ii1to tl1eir 
• 

origi11al bt1ildi11g. At tl1is ti1ne, tl1e 1·eal estate a11cl i11st11·,111ce age11cy was owned by W.E. 

Davis, tl1ird son oftl1e late W.S. Davis, who died i11 1942. Tn 1978, W.E, Davis sold tl1e 

insu1·a11ce to l1is so11-i11-law, Peter Zt1la11f, a11cl reti1·ed. I11 1985, the Davis Jns11rance 

Age11cy 111e1·ged witl1 tl1e Ca1·berry Insu1·ance Age11cy to becpme Carben·y-Davis 

f nst1ra11ce B1·okers Li111ited, a11d they 11ow occt1py tl1e e11ti1·e grot1nd floor of 187 a11d 189, 

a11cl l1alftl1e second floo1· space. Tl1e second f1001· of tl1e Davis Block was a reside11tial 

apa1·t111e11t tor 111a11y yea1·s befo1·e bei11g alte1·ed to ot1ices i11 tl1e 1950's. 

ARCfIITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Tl1is bt1ildi11g, togethe1· witl1 179-185 a11d 189A-l 91 Lal<.esl1ore Road East? forms a typical 

11 111ai11 street'' facade ol~tl1e early 1900's. It is a 11 Co111111e1·clal Vernacular'' oftl1e period 

clen1onstrati11g a11 11Ital ianate'' i11:f111e11ce. 

Bt1ilt i11 1903, tl1is bt1il<.ii11g depicts tl1e typical l101·iz<.)11tal (jeli11eation of tl1e period created 

by tl1e co1·L1elled b1·icl( l1a11ds 11ea1· tl1e pa1·apet. Rigi(l 01·ga11ization of the window spaci11g 

a11d sasl1, a11d tl1e bala11ced sym1net1·y of tl1e shop t1·011ts, albeit 1npdernized 11ow, a1·e also 

typical fo1· tl1e style. Tl1e masonry bracketi11g at tl1e JJa1·apet walls adds articulatio11 to tl1e 
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Scl1cdule ''A'' to By-law 1996-12 - Page 3 

fncade a11d was used to de11ote prope1·ty li11es or ow11e1·sl1i1J alo11g a facaqe wl1ose basic 

style was to accentuate l1orizontal co11ti11t1ity. 

Altl1ough tl1ere are a 11t11nber of otl1er exan1ples of tl1is ''Commercial Vernacular'' in 

Oakville, 111ost stand i11 isolation. !11 tl1is case, 187 to 189 as part of the 'block from l 79 to 

191 Lakesl1ore Road East stands as a good exan1ple ot' a bttilding type best suited to a 

total streetscape. 

CONTEX'l''UAld SIGNIFICANCE 

Tl1e bt1ildi11g at 187-189 Lakesl1ore Road East is a11 i1npo1·tant contribµtor to tl1e 

st1·eetscape of Dow11tow11 Oal(ville. 

ALTERATIONS • 

Tl1ese reasons fo1· designation are to protect the exte1·11al facade of the building facing 

f.,al(esl1ore Road East 011ly. Tl1ese reaso11s shall not affect a11 external ad<lition to tl1e rear 

of tl1e building, provided the bttilding is not greater tl1an two storeys, nor interior 
• 

alterations to the bt1ildi11g, provided tl1at any j11te1·fo1· alteration does not affect the 
• 

Lal(esl1ore Road East external facade. ' 
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SCHEDULE ''.B'' TO BY-LAW 1996-12· 

ALL AND SINGULAR, tl1at ce1·tai11 parcel or t1·act of la11d and premises situate lying and 

bei11g in tl1e Tow11 of'Oal(ville, i11 tl1e Regional ML111icipality of Halton (forn1erly tl1e 

Cot1nty ot'I-Ialton), a11cl Province of Ontario, and bei11g co111posed of part of Lot ''E'' in 

Block 11t1111be1·ed ''Six'', accordi11g to Pla11 1, a11d 111ay be !(11own and described as follows, 

tl1at is to say: 

COMMENCING at J..,akesl1ore I-Iigl1way No. 2 (fo1·111e1·ly Colborne Street), at tl1e easterly 

a11gle of tl1e said Lot ''E''; 

'fl-IENCE 1101·tl1 fifty-five degrees fifty-five 111int1tes west one l111ndred and fo11r feet, fo11r 

i11cl1es to tl1e nortl1erly li1nit of said lot; 

l'I·IENCE sot1tl1 tl1irty-11i11e deg1·ees five 1ninutes west, tl1irty-two feet and two incl1es to fl 

stal(e; 

1;1-IENCE sot1tl1 fifty clegrees f1fty-five 111i114tes east, 011e t11111dred ~11d fottr feet a11d fot11· 

i11cl1es to Lakesl1ore I-Iigl1way No. 2 (formerly Colbo1·11e St1·eet); 
• • 

• 

Tl-TENCE 11orth thi1·ty-11i11e degrees five min11tes ~ast along L~keshore Highway No. 2 

(formerly Colbo1·ne St1·eet) tl1irty-two feet and two i11cl1es 11101·~ or less to the place of 

beginni11g. • 

AS PREVIOUST., Y Dl~SCRTBED IN INSTRUMENT #444791, 
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