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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF OAKVILLE 
BY-LAW 1994-43 

A by-law to designate .1054 Third Line as 
historical, architectural and contextual 
interest. 

a property of 
value and 

THE COUNCIL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 
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l. The property municipally known as 1054 Third Lir1e is 

hereby designated as a property of historical, 

architectural and contextual value and interest 

pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act for reasons set 

out in Schedule ''A'' to this By-law. 

2. The property designated by this by-law is the property 

described i11 Scl1edule ''B'' attacl1ed Lo this by-law. 

PASSED by the Council this 18th day of Apr.il, 1994 . 
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S< :1161 >ULE "A'' TO BY-LAW 1994 43 

Tl1e l1ouse at 1054 Tl1ird Line, being Lot 26, Concession 2, S.D.S. in tl1e 11ineteentl1 
centu1y, was built circa 1858 by tl1e Hilto11 family wl10 were farmers on tl1e 
soutl1ern l1alf of tl1e property. 

Charles Hilton moved 011to Lot 26 i11 1831. The assessment roll for tl1at year 
sl1ows tl1at he resided on a ·100 acre lot, none of which was cttltivated at that tnne. 
By tl1e assessment of 1833, Hilton l1ad cleared 5 acres of l1is land. At tltls time, the 
property 011 whlcl1 the Hilton family settled belonged to Ki11g's College, as art of 
their original grant from tl1e Crow11 isstted i11 the 1820's. It was not ttntil 18 .. 4 tl1at 
Hilton re istered tl1e urcl1ase of the soutl1 l1alf of Lot 26 front tl1e University of 
Toronto. eanwl1ile, e l1ad establisl1ed a prosperous farming operation on the 
land. 

Tl1e clearing of tl1e property was a slt)W rocess whicl1 l1as been documented in 
the Trafalgar Townsl1ip Assessment Ro ls. Witl1in 3 years of settli11g on tl1e 
pro erty, Hilton had 14 acres under cttltivation. B 1840, 30 acres were cultivated 
an it was 11ot u11til 1848 tl1at I-Iilton l1ad cleare l1alf of l1is 100 acre prope1·ty. 
Tl1rougl1out mucl1 of tl1is period tl1e family was fortu11ate e11ougl1 to l1ave 2 oxe11 
to assist with tl1e clearing and tl1e plougl1i11g. 

Cl1arles was 32 when he first settled 011 Lot 26. His wife, Rebecca was 23. I11 1831, 
tl1e1·e were also tl1ree otl1e1· pe1·so11s ''u11der sixteen'' livi11g 011 tl1e property-1 male 
and 2 females. Tl1ere is 110 indicatio11 wl1etl1er or 11ot tl1ese were Hilto11's 
cl1ildren. Tl1e assessment roll of 1848 shows that tl1e Hilton's were living in a 
frame house, under 2 storeys. 

Tl1e 1851 Census of Trafalgar Townsl1ip is incom lete, leavi11 tl1e 1861 Census as 
tl1e first available detailed i11formatio11 for tl1e Hi ton fan1ily. 11 1861, Charles was 
64 years old, a farmer who listed his birthplace as ''England'', and hls religion as 
''Wesleyan Methodist''. His wife Rebecca, a e 53, was also born in En land. In 
tl1is census, seven cl1ildre11 were recorded - enry, laborer, 28; A11n, 2 ; Martl1a, 
24; Cl1arles E., laborer, 21; Joh11, laborer, 19; Rebecca, 17; and Eliza, 15. By 1861, 
the fottr persons ''under 16'' wl10 were counted in the 1833 assessment roll would 
have been older than Henry, who was 28, but there is no evidence of their 
wl1ereabouts in tl1is record. 
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By 1861, tl1ere were ni11e members t)f tl1e Hilto11 famil livi11g in a 1 1/2 storey · 
house. The stone residence wl1ich was built in 1858. l1is is the same, dwelling 
whlcl1 ap ears in tl1e 1877 atlas of Halton County, and whlch is still standing on 
Lot 26 to ay. 

The agricultural ce11st1s of 1861 i11dicates that the I-Iilton farm was prosperin . 
There were 80 acres under cultivation, 30 in crop, 48 in pasture a11d 2 in orchar . 
The value of the farm was $7,000. The farm macfiinery was wortl1 $442. 

It was betwee11 1861 a11d 1871 tl1at tl1e Hilton's pla11ted tl1e apple orcl1ard wl1icl1 
would come to characterize their farm. According to the 1871 census, one uarter 
of tl1e farm (25 acres) was under orcl1ard. Cl1arles E., age 34, was tl1e 011ly ilton 
offspi;:ing livin~ with his parents that year. In keeping witl1 tl1e nature of tl1e 
farmh1g operation, tl1is son gave l1is occupation as ''Fruit Grower''. 

In the lll.!!~t_rE_t~.d A.tl~s...Qf H.~l.rn..1.1..C.o.1.tJ.1ty., pttblished in 1877, the south half of Lot 
26, Concession 2, S.D.S., is sl1own i11 tl1e name of Charles Hilton. There is a l1ouse 
marked just south of the creek wl1ich cuts across the property. The land soutl1 of 
tl1e l1ouse is covered by a large orcl1ard. Tl1ere is no otl1er orcl1ard of its size 
marked on tl1e map in tl1e surrou11di11g area. 

By 1881, tl1e orcl1ard l1ad reacl1ed its maximttm size of 35 acres. Tl1e farm was 
ope1·ated tl1en by He11ry Hilton, wl10 l1ad inl1erited l1is father's roeert ·. He11ry 
was 34 and lived witl1 his motl1er, l1is sister Anne Harrison, 4 , who ad been 
widowed, and Frank Curtis, age 22, wl10 was probably a l1ired far1n l1and. He11ry 
was still residing on this farm in 1899. This is the last year for wl1ich records of 
Lot 26, Cone. 2 S.D.S. are available . 
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Tl1e Hilto11 l1ouse at 1054 Tl1i1·d Li11e is a 1 1/2 storey st1·ucture, recta11gular witl1 a 
central l1all plan. 

It is a ver11acular desig11 incor orating elements of various arcl1itectt1ral styles, 
includin Neoclassical a11d Got 1ic Revival. Tl1e buildi11g l1as a 3 bay facade, witl1 
a ce11lra gable and projecti11g fro11t porcl1. The front facade is ador11ed witl1 
bracketed cornice. 

Tl1e l1ouse is constructed in rubble sto11ewo1·k using tl1e colorful local fieldstone, a 
rare feature in Oakville. There are well-cttt stone voussoirs over tl1e wi11dows a11d 
upper floor door, and rusticated sto11e quoins on the corners a11d on the projecting 
central bay. 

Tl1ere have been several alteratio11s to tl1e l1ottse. Tl1ese include tl1e re lacement 
of tl1e origi11al wood sl1i11gles witl1 aspl1alt, tl1e additi<.)n of porcl1es to l1e S<.)uth, 
n<.1rth and west, tl1e application of stucco to tl1e nortl1 (rear) facade, tl1e additi<.111 of 
a dormer to tl1e rear, and tl1e attacl1me11t of alttminum storm windows (althot1gh 
most of tl1e original 6 over 6 sasl1 wi11dows have been retained). An u11usual 
feature in tl1e central gable is tl1e existe11ce of a doorway i11stead of tl1e more 
typical window. Although compatible witl1 tl1e symmetry of the facade, tl1is is 
most likely a later alteration. 

Tl1e design of tl1e l1ouse l1as i11co1·porated varied arcl1itectural features into a form 
wlucl1 is well bala11ced, a11d of pleasi11g p1·opo1·tio11s. 

Although tl1ere l1ave been alterations to tl1e l1ouse at 1054 Tl1ird Line, tl1ese do not 
sig11ificantly detract front its l1eritage cl1aracter. 

Altl1ough it is in tl1e vicinity of tl1e Q.E.W., Tl1ird Line a11d Nortl1 Service Road, 
tl1e immediate setti11g of tl1e Hillo11 l1ouse today a pears n1ucl1 as it did over 100 
years ago. It is situated just soutl1 of a brancl1 of ourteen Mile Creek and much 
of tl1e surtoundi11g land used by tl1e Hilto11's as orcl1ard is still covered by trees . 
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Part of Lot 26, Concessi<)ll 2, Sot1tl1 of Dt1ndas Street, Town of Oakville, 
Regional Mu1tlcipality of Halton, more particularly described as follows: 

PREWSING tl1at tl1e bearing for tl1e road allowance between Lots 25 and 26, 
Concession 2, Soutl1 of Du11das Street (Tl1i1·d Line), is Nortl1 44 degrees, 38 
minutes, 30 seconds West and relating all bearings herei11 thereto; 

COMMENCING at a11 iro11 bar lanted, bei11g dista11t 775.80 feet on a course of 
North 44 degrees, 38 minutes, 0 seco11ds West alo11 tl1e westerly lintlt of tl1e 
road allowance betwee11 Lots 25 and 26, Co11cession , Soutl1 of Dundas Street, 
from the most easterly a11gle of Lot 26, Co11cession 2, South of Dundas Street; 

'11 !ENCE co11ti11t1i11g alo11g tl1e said road allowance on a course of Nortl1 44 
degrees, 38 minutes, 30 seco11ds West, a distance of 434.26 feet to a poit1t; 

THENCE South 29 degrees, 13 minutes, 30 seconds West, a distance of 709.77 
feet to a point; 

'IlIENCE Soutl1 05 degrees; 48 mi11ules, 30 seconds West, a distance of 695.29 
feet to a poi11t; 

THENCE Soutl1 77 degrees, 02 minutes East, 29.33 feet to a poi11t; 

THENCE Sottth 50 de 
nortl1westerly limit of 
Number 861; 

rees, 56 mi11t1tes East, 394.00 feet to a point in tl1e 
epartment of Higl1ways of 011tario Registered Pla11 

TIIENCE Nortl1 38 degrees, 43 n1i11utes East alo11g tl1e last mentio11ed limit 
120.56 to a point; 

'l'l !ENCE co11ti11ui11 alo11 tl1e last me11tio11ed li1nit 011 a course of Nortl1 43 
degre~s, 07 mi11utes ast, 3 6.02 feet to a point; 

'I1IENCE Nortl133 degrees, 12 minutes East, 197.20 feet to a point; 

'IlIENCE Nortl1 03 degrees, 11 mi11utes East, 207.82 feet to a poi11t; 

'llIENCE Nortl1 26 degrees, 49 minutes, 30 seconds West, 235.53 feet to a point; 
• 

THENCE Nortl137 degrees, 54 minutes West, 140.00 feet to a point; • 

THENCE Nortl104 degrees> 22 mi11utes, 30 seconds West, 83.36 feet to a' point; 

'11IENCE North 29 degrees, 09 mi11utes East, 79.13 feet to a point; ' 

THENCE Nortl1 07 deg1·ees, 45 mi11t1tes West, 79.98 feet to tl1e poi11t of 
commenceme11t. 

As described i11 lnstrume11t No. 328312. 
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