SwEIONTARIO  EREIFIDUCIE DU
e nG: MEIOS
M=% TRUST ME -~ ONTARIEN

This document was retrieved from the Ontario Heritage Act Register,
which is accessible through the website of the Ontario Heritage Trust at
www.heritagetrust.on.ca.

Ce document est tiré du registre aux fins de la Lo/ sur le patrimoine de
I'Ontario, accessible a partir du site Web de la Fiducie du
patrimoine ontarien sur www.heritagetrust.on.ca.



http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/fr/
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/fr/
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/




2

the leadership of Chief Librarian George H. Locke, the Toronto Public Library Board
accessed funding from the famed Carnegie Foundation of New York (which financed over
100 libraries in Ontario) to expand its library system, including in 1916 the collection of
three branch libraries whose opening coincided with the tercentenary of the death of
william Shakespeare. Wychwood was the first of the trio to be completed, and reflected
the ideals of Locke with its design inspired by 17th-century English grammar schools that
incorporated the innovative programming of the period with separate areas devoted to
adults and children. In continuous operation for over a century, the Wychwood Library
celebrated its centennial in 2016.

The associative value of the Wychwood Library is also through its connection to Toronto
architect, Eden Smith, who designed the building. Eden Smith was considered Toronto’s
foremost Arts and Crafts practitioner who was best known for his design of St. Thomas
Anglican Church on Huron Street, as well as residential projects on indian Road and in
neighbouring Wychwood Park, the community that developed as a unique artists’ colony
and was the first residential Heritage Conservation District in the city.

With his commissions for the Wychwood Library and the near-identica! branches for High
Park and the Beaches, Eden Smith was the first architect engaged by the Toronto Public
Library Board to design a collection of buildings.

Contextually, the Wychwood Library is historically, visually and physically linked to its
setting on the northeast corner of Bathurst Street and Melgund Road, south of St. Clair
Avenue West, where it stands as a local landmark in the Casa Loma neighbourhood.

Heritage Attributes
The heritage attributes of the Wychwood Library on the property at 1433 Bathurst Street
.are:

« The setback, placement and orientation of the building on the northeast corner of
Bathurst Street and Melgund Road

¢ The scale, form and massing of the single-storey building with the raised stone base
and the rectangular-shaped plan

+ The materials with the mottled red and brown brick cladding and the brick, stone
and wood detailing

+ The steeply-pitched gable roof with the slate cladding, the stone coping on the
gable ends, and the brick chimneys on the north and east

* On all of the elevations, the flat-headed window openings with the stone hood
moulds, sills, quoins and mullions, which centain multi-paned windows (the original
lead-paned windows were replaced)

e The principal (west) elevation with the centrally-placed compound-arched entrance
surround (the original doors were removed) that is flanked and surmounted by the
flat-headed window openings with the stone quoins and band courses, and the
name band reading “Public Library, Wychwood Branch”

+ The side elevations (north and south) where the window openings are separated by
stepped brick buttresses with stone coping (on the south elevation, the entrance
and the wing are not original and are not identified as heritage attributes)

e The rear (east) elevation where the chimney divides the window openings in the
base and first storey
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+ On the interior, the first-floor reading room with the wood hammer-beam ceiling with
brackets, the stone fireplace at the east end and the minstrel's gallery at the west
end (which has been altered), and the stone fireplace on the east wall in the
basement.

A notice of an objection to the proposed designation may be served on the City Clerk,
Attention: Ellen Devlin, Administrator, Toronto and East York Community Council, Toronto
City Hall, 100 Queen Street West, 2" Floor, West, Toronto, Ontario, M5H 2N2, within thirty
days of May 24, 2017, which is June 23, 2017. The notice must set out the reason(s) for
the objection, and all relevant facts.

Dated at Toronto this 24™ day of May, 2017.

C Qors

[+~ UIli S. Watkiss
City Clerk





