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6 DOMINION STREET 
• • 

P.O. BOX 990 
' 

BRACEBRIDGE, ONTARIO 
POB 1CO 

May 2, 1985. 

REGISTEiffiD MAIL 

Ontariq Heritage Foundation 
7·7 Bloor Street vrest 

• Toronto, Ontario. 
M7A 2R9 

Dear Sirs: 

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 

NICHOLAS B. ROCH_E, B.A.,LL.B. 
SEAN KELLY, B.A.,B.P.E.,LL.B. 

ERNEST P. LEE, Q.C. (1929-1981) 

Re: Town of :Sracebridge - Designatio.n of St~ Thomas's Apgiican, 
Church as a Historial Site 

--

TELEPHONE 645-2286 
AREA CODE (705) 

- •' 

We enclose herewith a certified copy of the By-law #85-32 in connection 
with the. above matter which we serve upon you. 

-
Yours truly 

LEE, ROCHE & KELLY 

-
Per: N.B. 
NBR:es 
Encl. 
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TllE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF ijRACEBR:J:DGE 

BY-LAW 8~- 32 

BEING A BY-LAW TO DESIGNATE THE PROPERTY 
KNOWN MUNICIPALLY AS ST. THOMAS' ANGLICAN 
CHURCH, ~5 MARY STREE~, BRACEBRIDGE, ONTARIO, 
AS BEING OF ARCHITECTURAL AND/OR HISTORICAL 
VALUE OR INTEREST. 

• 

• 

WHEREAS Section 29 of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, 
Chapter 337, authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact 
by-laws to designate real property, including all the buildings 
and structures thereon, to be of architectural and/or historical 
value or interest; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of '.the Town of 
Bracebridge has caused to be served on the owners of the lands 
and premises known as St. Thomas' Anglican Church, 15 Mary Street, 
Bracebridge, Ontario, more particularly described in Schedule 11 A11 

attached hereto, and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation, a 
Notice of Intention to Designate the aforesaid real property and 
has caused such Notice of Intention to be published in a newspaper 
having a general circulation in the municipality, once for each 
of three consecutive weeks; 

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule 11 B11 

attached hereto; 

AND WHEREAS no notice of objection to the proposed designation has 
been served upon the Clerk of the said Municipality; 

THEREFORE the Council of 
enacts as follows: 

the Corporation of the Town of Bracebridge 
• 

• • 

1. There is designated as being of architectural and/or historical 
value or interest the real property known as St. Thomas' 
Anglican Church, 15 Mary Street, more particularly described 
in Schedule 11 A'' attached hereto. · 

2. The Town Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of 
this by-law to be registered against the p~qperty described 
in S.chedule '' A'' attached hereto in the proper land registry 
office, at Bracebridge, for Muskoka. 

3. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this 
by-law to be served upon the owner of the aforesaid property 
and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundauion .and to cause notice 
of this by-law to be published eaqh of three consecutive 
weeks in a newpaper having a general circulation in the Town 
of Bracebridge. , 

• 

READ a first and second time th:j.s 24th day of ___;;_A=p=r1=·1 __ _ , 198 5 • 
• 

c 

• 

READ a third time and finally passed this 24th day of ..:..A=p;_;;_r1=·1_---=, 1985 • 

.... 

' 
Ce tiffcd a true copy of 
.. ;L.:~.r.-::.~1-. ....... of _!he 
Corporation of the Tow II of 
Bracebridge. - • 

, 

• 
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FIRSTLY: 

All of Lot 6, Plan 2 fo~ 
Municipality of Muskoka. 

SECONDLY: 

SCHEDULE II A'' 

TO BY-LAW 85- 32 

THE CORPORATION OF THE 

TOWN.OF BRACEBRIDGE 

• 

the town of Bracebridge, in the District 

The west half of Lot 119 according to Registered Plan 2 for the Town 
of Bracebridge, in the Distiict Municipality of Muskoka. 
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SCHEDULE II ];3 '' 

• 

TO BY-LAW Sq- 32 
• 

• 

• 

THE CQJ.U>ORATION OF THE 
• 

TOWN OF BRACEBRIDGE 
• 

REA~ON~ FOR THE PROPOSED PES_"I_G_~_A_~_IONr • 

• 

The present St. Thoaaa' ata1d1 01· 1aao wiici va1 aivtn for 
Lhc building of the Church by Nr, ArtA~r ,. Nabaffy, who was 
lucer a member of the Provinc1aJ Leaialatur, and b1cam1 a 
JuJ8u fur l.l1u Huskoka District. Tbo Church rotaina ita 
orijinal appearance as completad in 18i6 1xc1pt that a tower 
wu~ aJ~ed ~arly in the century, (li03) 1ad the vestry was 
extend~d in 1956. The vestry additiGA waa d@aianed to 
ha1·01011ize with the original build1na, Int1r&Sstinaly, the 
bricks u~cd in the 1956 ~Xt@nsion match the oriainal bricks 
of rhu rl1urcl1, as thoy wero aalvaaad fro, tha Bracebridge. 
Pubiic Schoo!, another @arly Bracubrid&• buildina, when it 
was demolished to make way for a more aodarA 1tructure. .I 
understand that all ol these rather d11tiAc,1va red bricks 
were produced at a brick-kiln th~t·Q~MrJCod'h@ra.in Bracebridge 
for some years before und 1ftor cb, cura ef tbo c1ntury, 

• • • 

• 
Ottatlr poi11ts of interest with. raaard Ce> Sc. T'1o•aa' which 
ought to be noted are aa~followai · . 

• 

Th~ Church was desianed by a Toroato Arch~toctural Company, 
chat of Hr. Charlea J. Oibaon, who 11rv14 his ar~hitectural 
.ap~r~nLice~hip with ~New York fira, Hr, Gibaon, also designed 
Christ Church, Mimico, St, John',, Norw11, the Earlscourt 
Public Library, the Coniervatory at the Uorticultural 
Gardens. In that era it would bav, beaa aa important • • 

• achievement for a Congregation:~• towp 1,cti'as Bracebridge, 
to l1ave obtuin~d the aerv1cea of J aoli~ &Jij well·e•tabli~heJ 
archite~tural firm to deai&A tbeir CatrGk,' 

In $tyle St. Thomaa• oppeara to be a pictijreaqu1 representative 
of the Cothic or a modified Gothic froa a Victorian point of 
view~ It i~ a rather aood repr1aa1tativ1 of th• architectural 
development resulting from the Oxford Kov1a1nt 1a stress of 
traditional Gothic, as opposed to claaa1Gal Greei or Georgian 
~tylc~. c11hi1nci.ng the Lituraical ranewal that began in the 
middle decudcs of the last century 1a Enaland. This ~ovement 
procured the l'ype of lay-out of Nava•Chaac•l-sanctuary aa we 

· have jr in St. Thomas•. Oth•r 1rcb,,1,,Mral f,atijrea of 
,i~tincrion are; · ·· 

•• 

a) The expo~~d inturior woodMn truaa eyacea'with the larae 
half-circle archea. reat1na oa da,or•i•4. hama•r·b•a• 
truaa wall brackata ia tr~ly •4•ira~la, Both anaineora/ 
architecta and buildera who have rece,tly·viewed the' 
Church remark that 1uch a coab1A&tioa.~,, .aou1ual .1od 
poaaibly fairly rare it Cbi1 $8M1,rr, . · 

• • • 

......... , .. 
b) Thjs truss-work ia further 1abaac1d by lonaitudinal archc~. 

decorative 1 tre1 -foil panela ia tb• ht1mer-bea~ truss 
wull punela plua ctrcul,r ,,ro~l·we.,• •~ov, the ••in 
arches. 

c) The exposed brick-work ia of iaiaraac, E~ch wall involves 
2 ~inul~ walla joined by hiddea aacal "headers•• or 11

L ie-picc.::a••. (Thttie wa11, ar1 11•p1r1ted by an air ... a.pacc) 
'!'l1u Cl1urcl1 laa~ 110 ii\turior p&Atelliill the very care(ully­
lt1id brick inner wall be1D& ••~oMtd, Soa, masona have 
du~cribed thiu br1,k•work 11 ~,,a, al c~• "Enaliah•atyle", 
a buildera tera, . 
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• SCHEDULE 11 B 11 (cont'd.) • • 

.. .. -··- .... '. ' . 

d) Thu excorior brick buttr•JIJJ IAhaa,, th• 1tructure, 
Thu~c buccresuea toaeth1r wit~ the larae ateep roof 
comina rather low to the &fGijAd w•r• other essential 
charactcriatica of th1.•odifi14 Vi,caritn Gothic 
architecture, 

e) 'J'ht: ~, L i11c of the buildin& iA th•· cowA ia .rather 
i111pCJ r t'111 t in the street•ac~pe ; .. acroaa from the town 
Library. a Huritaae Buildin&, aad diJ&onally placed to 
the very lovely town-park or coaaoa, . 

• 

i) The· stained-glass windowa haraoai,1 with the colouring 
of the brick-work, and ir~#& lllft•• Thoy are well 
de~igned, · 
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