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Corporate Services Departrnent 
Office of the Clerk 

Registered Mail 

June 24, 1997 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Re: Notice of Passing of By-law No.143-97 

The Town of Richmond Hill 
-

'"- _ .. _. 

\ .. ' 
-

' 
• - • 

P.O. Box 300 
'225 East Beaver Creek Road 

Richmond Hill, Ontario 
Canada L4C 4Y5 

(905) 771-8800 

JUtJ 2 6 1997 

------------ ---

• 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Richmond Hill, at its meeting held on the 2nd 
day of June, 1997 passed the following resolution concerning 1621 Major Mackenzie Drive East, 
Richmond Hill: 

''That Council receive Staff Report SRCSD.97.47 and enact proposed By-law No. 143-97 
to authorize the designation of the David Hislop House (Old Mill Farm) as a property of 
historical or architectural value or interest under the Ontario Heritage Act.'' 

A copy of By-law No. 143-96 is attached for your reference. 

Yours truly, 

SherryH son 
Legislative & Projects Advisor 
/smh 
attach. 
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THE CORPORATION OF TI-IE TOWN OF RJCI-IMOND I-IILL 

• 

By-law No. 143-97 

A By-law to Autl1orize tl1e desig11atio11 of 
tl1e David 1-Iislop I-louse (Old Mill Farm) 

under tl1e 011ta1·io Jieritage Act 

WHEREAS Sectio11 29 of tl1e 011ta1·io Iieritage Act, R.S.O. 1990,. autl101·izes tl1e Council 
of a municipality to e11act by-laws to desig11ate real prope1·ty to be of historic 01· arcl1itectural 
value or interest; 

' 

AND WHEREAS tl1e Cou11cil of tl1e Corporatio11 of tl1e Town of Riclu11011d I-Iill l1as 
caused to be served on tl1e ow11ers of tl1e la11ds a11d pre1nises known as 1621 Majo1· Mackenzie 
Drive East, Riclm1ond Hill, ru1d upo11 tl1e 011tru·io Heritage Fou11datio11, notice of i11te11tio11 to so 

• 

designate the afo1·esaid real prope1·ty and l1as caused sucl111otice of intentio11 to be publisl1ed in a 
newspaper having general ci1·culation in tl1e 1nunicipality; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e 1·easo11s for desig11atio11 a1·e set out in Scl1edule 11A11 attacl1ed l1e1·eto; 

NOW TI-IEREFORE TI·IE COUNCIL OF TI·IE COIU'ORATION OF TI·IE TOWN 
• 

OF RICI-IMOND I-JILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Tl1at the real property located at 1621 Major Mackenzie Drive East, being west l1alf of 
Lots 19 and 20, Concession 3 in tl1e Town of Riclunond 1-Iill in the Regional Mu11icipality 
of York, (geographic Townsl1ip of Mark11am, County of York), more pa1·ticularly 
described as parts 1 ru1d 2 011 Reference Pla11 65R-7762, is l1ereby desig11ated under part 
IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, as being of l1istoric or arcl1itectural value or 
• interest. 

2. Tl1at tl1e Cle1·k is l1ereby autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to be se1-ved on tl1e 
owner of tl1e aforesaid property and 011 tl1e 011tario I-Ie1·itage Fou11dation, a11d to cause 
11otice of tl1e passi11g of tl1is by-law to be publisl1ed i11 a newspaper l1avi11g gene1·al 
circulation in tl1e 111u11icipafity. - .. _ 

3. Tl1at the Town Solicitor is l1e1·eby autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to be 
registered against tl1e property in the La11d Registry Office. 

4. That the state1nents co11tai11ed i11 Scl1edule 11 A11 l1ereto are l1ereby decla1·ed to be tl1e 
reasons for tl1e aforesaid desig11atio11. • 

5. Scl1edule 11A11 attached l1ereto sl1all for111 pa1·t of tl1is by-la,v. 

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME TI-IIS 211d DAY OF JUNE, 1997. 

READ A THIRD TI D PASSED TI-IIS 2nd DAY OF JUNE, 1997. 
• 

• 

t 

Mayor 

, 

• 

- -- - .. 
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SCI-IEDULE ''A'' 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

David llislop House (Old Mill Farm) 
Wl/2 Lots 19 a11d 20, Co11cession 3 EYS 

1621 Major Mackenzie Drive East 
1877 

Tl1e David 1-Iislop I-louse is 1·eco1nn1ended fo1· desig11atio11 for l1isto1·ical a11d arcl1itectural reasons . 

• 

Tl1e harnlet of I-Ieadford grew up around a grist mill on tl1e Rouge Rive1· built by Jolm Cleaver 
B1J1:r in 1832. By tl1e ti1ne tl1e p1·ope1·ty was purcl1ased by David I-Iislop, the so11 of Scottish 
irrunigrants, in 1874; the mill had seen many owners and nun1erous in1proveme11ts. Tl1e 1nilling 
operation obviously prospered, enabling I-Iislop to replace tl1e earlier n1ill owne1·'s house witl1 a 
prestigious brick residence in 1877. Tl1e contractors were Law and Grant of Richmond Hill . 

• 

Tl1e new l1ouse was built in tl1e Pictu1·esqtie style, witl1 an L-sl1aped 1nai11 block, steeply pitcl1ed 
cross-gabled roof, segmentally-l1eaded 011e-over-one oak wi11dows, and a canted bay wi11dovv 
witl1 a 111etal-clad 1nru1sru·d roof. Tl1e exceptionally wide 4 pa11elled front doo1· is sur1nounted 
witl1 a seg111entally-l1eaded tra11so111 ligl1t. Walls are of wl1ite (buff coloured) brick with 
decorative tuckpointing in 1·ed. A 111illsto11e n1otif is worked into tl1e brick of the gables, 
signifying tl1e associatio11 witl1 tl1e n1illi11g operatio11. 

In 1897, tl1e property was enlarged witl1 tl1e pu1·chase of the surrounding farm f1·om Joseph 
Comisky. The far1n l1ad originally been part of Jolm C. Burr's 1832 holdings, but was separated 
from the mill property when Jolm Burr sold l1is interest in the n1ill to this brotl1er Roland, tl1e 
noted n1illwright a11d builder. 

After many decades of prosperity, Markl1a111 Tow11sl1ip1s g1·ist 111illing i11dt1stry we11t i11to decline 
wl1en the Canadian West was ope11ed up for settle111ent and agriculture. Tl1e I-Ieadford Mills 
were conve1·ted to a cl1opping 111ill i11 tl1e early 20th centt1ry, a11d continued to operate under water 
power tu1til tl1e dam was wasl1ed ot1t in tl1e spri11g of 1912. A gasoline engine was installed in 
tl1e 1nill ru1d tl1e busi11ess co11ti11ued u11til 1916, after wl1icl1 most of ll1e building was sold for 
lumber and dismantled. . . . -- . - --- - - . 

Tl1e David Hislop House 1·emai11s as an i1nportant link witl1 tl1e I-Ieadford Mills and tl1eir 
significance to tl1e ea1·ly developn1ent of tl1e co1n1nt111ity of I-Ieadford . 
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Corporate Services Department 
Office of the Clerk 

July 2, 1997 

TO: Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Re: Notice of Passing of By-law No.143 -97 

-··-

Attached please fmd a revised copy of By-law No. 143-97. 

We trust this is satisfactory. 

Yours truly, 

Sherry Harrison 
Legislative & Projects Advisor 

smh/ 

The Town of Richmond Hill 

I 
' 

• 

P.O. Box 300 
225 East Beaver Creek Road 

Richmond Hill, Ontario 
Canada L4C 4Y5 

(905) 771-8800 

I 
r 

.. lUL O 7 1997 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF RICI-IMOND HILL 

By-law No. 143-97 

A By-law to Autho1·ize the desig11ation of 
the David Hislop I-louse (Old Mill Farm) 

u11der the 011ta1·io 1-Ieritage Act 

WHEREAS Section 29 of tl1e Onta,·io Iferitage Act, R.S.O. 1990,. autl1orizes tl1e Council 
of a municipality to enact by-laws to designate real prope1·ty to be of l1istoric or architectural 
value or interest; 

• • 

AND WHEREAS tl1e Cou11cil of tl1e Corporatio11 of tl1e Town of Richmond !{ill l1as 
caused to be served on tl1e ow11ers of tl1e lands a11d pre1nises known as 1621 Maj or Mackenzie 
Drive East, Riclm1ond Hill, ru1d upo11 tl1e Onta1·io Heritage Foundatio11, notice of i11tentio11 to so 

• 

designate tl1e aforesaid real property and l1as caused sucl1 notice of intention to be publisl1ed in a 
newspaper having general circulation in tl1e 1nrutlcipality; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e reasons for desig11atio11 are set out in Scl1edule ''A'' attacl1ed l1ereto; 

NOW THEREFORE TI-IE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF TI·IE TOWN 
OF RICHMOND HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That tl1e real property located at 1621 Major Mackenzie Drive East, being west l1alf of 
Lots 19 and 20, Co11cessio11 3 in tl1e Town of Riclunond Hill in the Regional Municipality 
of York, (geographic Township of Markl1am, Cou of Yo ), more particularly 

IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, as being of l1istoric or architectu1·al value or .. , 
interest. 6 -

71.oe:..~t... 
2. Tl1at tl1e Cle1·k is l1ereby autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to be se1-ved on tl1e 

owner of tl1e aforesaid p1·operty and on tl1e Ontario I-Ie1·itage Foundation, a11d to cause 
11otice of tl1e passi11g of tl1is by-law to be publisl1ed in a newspaper l1avi11g gene1·al 
circulation in tl1e municipality. 

3. That the Town Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be 
registered against the property in tl1e Land Registry Office. 

4. That the statements contained in Scl1edule ''A'' hereto are l1ereby declru·ed to be tl1e 
reasons for the aforesaid desig11ation. 

5. Scl1edule ''A'' attached l1ereto shall form part of this by-law. 

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME TI-IIS 211d DAY OF JUNE, 1997. 

READ A THIRD TIME,,. D PASSED TI-IIS 2nd DAY OF JUNE, 1997. 
. / 
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• SCHEDULE ''A'' 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Davicl Hislop liouse (Old Mill. Farm) 
Wl/2 Lots 19 and 20, Co11cession 3 EYS 

1621 Major Mackenzie Drive East 
1877 

Tl1e David Hislop I-louse is 1·ecommended for designation for l1istorical and architectural reasons . 

• 

The ha111let of Headford grew up around a grist mill on the Rouge Rive1· built by John Cleaver 
Burr in 1832. By tl1e time the property was purcl1ased by David Hislop, the son of Scottish 
i1nmigrants, in 1874, the mill had seen many owners and nun1erous improvements. TI1e 1nilling 
operation obviously prospered, enabling I-Iislop to replace the ea1·lier mill owner's house witl1 a 
prestigious brick residence in 1877. Tl1e contractors were Law and Grant of Richmond Hill . 

• 

The new house was built in tl1e Picturesque style, witl1 an L-sl1aped main block, steeply pitched 
cross-gabled roof, segmentally-l1eaded 011e-over-one oak windows, and a canted bay window 
witl1 a metal-clad mru1sard roof. Tl1e exceptionally wide 4 panelled front door is surmounted 
witl1 a segn1e11tally-l1eaded t1·ru1so1n ligl1t. Walls a1·e of wl1ite (buff coloured) brick with 
decorative tuckpointing in red. A millstone motif is worked into the brick of the gables, 
signifying tl1e association with tl1e milling operation. 

In 1897, tl1e property was enlarged witl1 tl1e purchase of the surrounding farm from Joseph 
Comisky. The farm had originally been part of John C. Burr's 1832 holdings, but was separated 
from the mill property wl1en John Burr sold l1is interest in the n1ill to this brother Roland, the 
noted millwright and· builder. 

After many decades of prosperity, Mark11a1n Townsl1ip's grist n1illing industry went into decline 
when the Canadian West was opened up for settlement a11d agriculture. Tl1e Headford Mills 
were converted to a cl1opping mill i11 tl1e early 20th century, and continued to operate under water 
power U11til tl1e drun was wasl1ed out in tl1e spring of 1912. A gasoline engine was i11stalled in 
tl1e mill ru1d tl1e business continued until 1916, after which most of tl1e building was sold for 
l11mber and dismantled. 

The David Hislop House re1nains as an important link with the Headford Mills and their 
significance to tl1e early developn1ent of the community ofHeadford . 
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