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TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL 

• 

Corporate Services Department 
Administrative Services Section 

Registered Mail 

June 2, 1998 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Re: Notice of Passing of By-law No.113-98 

The Town of Richmond Hill 

P.O. Box 300 
225 East Beaver Creek Road 

Richmond Hill, Ontario 
Canada L4C 4Y5 

(905) 771-8800 
Website Address: www.town.richmond-hill.on.ca 

m~~·u ootE~re~wtErm 
0 4 -06- 1998 · 

~--------------

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Richmond Hill, at its meeting held on the 19th 
day of May, 1998, passed the following resolution concerning 11990 Leslie Street, Richmond 

Hill: 

''That Council receive Staff Report SRCSD.98.48 and enact proposed By-law No. 113-98 
to authorize the designation of the The John Hoover III House, 11990 Leslie Street as a property 
of historical or architectural value or interest under the Ontario Heritage Act.'' 

A copy of By-law No. 113-98 is attached for your reference . 

Yours truly, 

Sherry H ison 
Legislative & Projects Advisor 

/smh 
attach. 

cc: D. McLarty 
Director of Administrative Services 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF RICI-IMOND I-IILL 

-• 

A By-law to Autl101·ize tl1e designation of 
11990 Leslie St1·eet, tl1e .Tol111 I-Ioove1· III I-louse 

u11der tl1e Ontario He,·itage Act 

WHEREAS Section 29 of tl1e 011tario J{eritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, authorizes the Council 
of a n1u11icipality to enact by-laws to designate real p1·ope1·ty to be of historic 01· arcl1itectural 
value or i11terest; · 

AND WHEREAS tl1e Council of the Corporatio11 of tl1e Tow11 of Richlnond Hill has 
caused to be served 011 tl1e owne1·s of the lands and premises la.1own as 11990 Leslie Street, 
Ricl1n1ond Hill, a11d upo11 tl1e 011tario }Ie1·itage Fou11datio11, notice of i11tention to so desig11ate the 
afo1·esaid 1·eal p1·ope1·ty a11d l1as cat1sed st1cl1 11otice of i11te11tio11 to be publisl1ed in a newspaper 
l1avi11g ge11e1·al ci1·culatio11 i11 tl1e n1u11icipality; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e reaso11s for desig11atio11 a1·e set out i11 Scl1edule ''A'' attached hereto; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN 
• 

OF RICHMOND HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Tl1at the real prope1ty located at 11990 Leslie Street, being the East Part Lot 34, 
Co11cession 2 EYS, i11 tl1e Town of Richmond Hill, in tl1e Regional Municipality of York 
(geographic Township of Markham, County of York), and 1no1·e particularly described i11 
Schedule ''B'' is l1e1·eby designated under part IV of tl1e Ontario He,·itage Act, R.S.0. 
1990, as being of historic or ru·cl1itectural valt1e or i11terest. 

2. That tl1e Clerk is hereby autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to be served on the 
owner of the aforesaid property and on tl1e Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause 
11otice of tl1e passing of this by-law to be published i11 a newspape1· l1aving general 
ci1·culation i11 the mm1icipality. 

3. Tl1at tl1e Town Solicitor is hereby autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to be 
registe1·ed against tl1e property in tl1e Land Registry Office. 

4. Tl1at tl1e state111ents co11tained i11 Scl1edule ''A'' l1ereto are hereby declared to be tl1e 
1·easo11s for tl1e aforesaid designation. 

5. Scl1edule ''A'' and ''B'' attached hereto shall form part of tl1is by-law .. 

READ A FIRST AN SECOND TIME THIS 19TH DAY OF MAY, 1998 . 
• • 

READ A THI IME AND PASSED THIS 19TH DAY OF MAY, 1998. 
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SCHEDULE '' A'' 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Jolin lioover House 
E 1/2 Lot 34, Concession 2 EYS 

11990 Leslie Street 
ci1·ca 1860 a11d 1900 

Tl1e Jolm Hoover I-louse is reco1n111e11ded for designatio11 for l1isto1·ical and architectu1·al reasons. 

Jolm Hoover I crune to Canada fro1n Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1811, acco1npanied by 
l1is brothers, Martin and Daniel. He settled on the east halves of Lots 34 and 35, Concession 2, 
Markham township. The fa1nily practiced the Tunker faitl1. Jolm Hoover married Elisabeth 
Keffer. Tl1eir son, Jolm I-Ioover II, took over tl1e family farm i11 1820, and lived their with his 
wife, Barbara Heise and their 6 children, in a two-storey log house. 011e of their children, Jolm 
Hoover III, is believed to have replaced tl1e log l1ouse witl1 tl1e existi11g timber frame dwelling 
about tl1e time of l1is 1narriage to Sopl1ia B1·illinger in 1860. 

Tl1e prope1·ty re1nai11ed i11 tl1e ow11ersl1ip of the Hoove1· fa111ily u11til 1934, a pe1·iod of 123 years, 
\Vl1en it was sold to ru1otl1er Pe1111sylvru1ia Ge1·1nan fan1ily in the area, tl1e Doners. Earl Norman 
Do11e1· sold tl1e fa1·111 to tl1e Wa1·d fa111ily i11 1945, wl10 retai11 ow11ersl1ip to tl1e p1·esent day. The 
late Dot1glas I-I. W ru·d, assisted by otl1er me111bers of l1is fa111ily, asse111bled a 11otewo1·thy 
collection of antique l1orse-drawn vel1icles here, wl1icl1 we1·e gene1·ously do11ated to the Markl1an1 
a11d District Museum by l1is l1eirs i11 the mid 1980's. 

Tl1e fro11t portio11 of tl1e l1ouse is tl1e origi11al timber frame bt1ildi11g, witl1 its disti11ctive 4-bay 
front following the classic Pe1msylvania German model, witl1 a11 off-centre door occt1pying tl1e 
tl1i1·d bay position. The door is panelled a11d ornamented witl1 l1eavy bolection mouldings, and is 
equipped witl1 late Victorian e1nbossed l1ardware. Tl1e 2 over 2 windows retain their original 
wooden sasl1. The vertical V-g1·oove siding, a type indigenous to Ma1·kham Township and 
vici11ity, is a notewortl1y feature. Tl1e mediu1n-pitched gable roof has a simple moulded soffit 
and returned eaves. Tl1e front verandah has a low-pitcl1ed bellcast roof, and was originally 
supported on camfered posts. 

Tl1e rea1· portion of tl1e l1ouse, p1·obably build as a doddy l1ouse ( a separate, self co11tained unit 
for anotl1er generation of the srune family) circa a 1900, is of balloon frame construction, and 
clad in horizontal clapboard. Botl1 tl1e east and west sides are 3-bay, witl1 transomed centre doors 
a11d steep centre gables. Tl1e size and shape of the openings on tl1e east wall l1ave bee11 altered. 
Tl1e one over 011e woode11 windows are typical of tl1e late pe1·iod of construction. Tl1e roof 
detaili11g is si111plified f1·om tl1at see11 on tl1e f1·011t section of tl1e buildi11g, but tl1e retur11ed eaves 
ru·e 1·epeated as a coo1·dinati11g featu1·e. 
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SCHEDULEB 

All and singular tl1at certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, lying and being in the 
Tow11sl1ip of Markl1an1, in tl1e County of York, and being co1nposed of: 

FIRSTLY: Tl1e East l1alf of Lot 11un1be1· 34 in tl1e Seco11d Concessio11 of the said Town sl1ip of 
Ma1·k11am, save and except tl1ereout tl1at portion tl1ereof l1eretofore conveyed to the James Bay 
Railway Company by registe1·ed Deed No. 10777 for tl1e said Tow11ship of Markl1am; also tl1at 
po1·tiori l1eretofore sold by David Hoover under Instrun1e11t No. 11095 co11tai11i11g two a11d 
011e-quarter (2 Y-i ) acres; a11d 

SECONDLY: Tl1at part of tl1e East half of Lot 11t11nber 33 in the Second Co11cession of tl1e said 
Townsl1ip of Mark11a1n described as follows: Com1nenci11g on tl1e west limit of tl1e said East half 
of said Lot where the same is intersected by the Westerly limit of the right-of-way of the James. 
Bay Railway Company crossing said Lot; thence No1il1 alo11g the said West limit of tl1e said East 
l1alf of said Lot six and two-thirds (6 2/3) chains to the North limit of said Lot; Thence easterly 
along tl1e No1il1 lin1it of said Lot six and one-l1alf (6 Yi ) cl1ains to tl1e said Western limit of said 
Railvvay la11ds; the11ce in a Soutl1-weste1·ly di1·ection alo11g tl1e West limit of said Railway lands to 
tl1e poi11t of begi1u1i11g, ru1d bei11g tl1e la11ds co11veyecl to tl1e said David I-Ioover under registered 
i11st1·U111e11t No. I 0998, ru1d co11tai11i11g two and 011e-quarte1· (2 Y-i ) ac1·es 1nore or less . 
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