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building represents the redevelopment of the site for commercial and industrial uses
following the college's departure to Deer Park. The building has value as it is associated
with the prolific architectural partnership of A. R. Denison & Stephenson and in particular
with the firm's promotion of fire-resistant timber mill construction for warehouses following
the Great Toronto Fire of 1904.

Contextually, the Purman Building is important in defining and maintaining the late 19th-
early 20th century commercial/industrial scale and character of the King Spadina area.

The building is visually and historically linked to its surroundings, maintaining the variety of -
building types, scales and periods alt of which support the neighbourhood's characteristic
diversity. Commercial warehouses like the Purman Building represent a significant period
of commercial prosperity for the neighbourhood as well as the recent revitalization of the
King Spadina area. The high quality of design, materials and details contributes
substantially to the overall character of the neighbourhoaod.

Heritage Attributes
The heritage attributes of the Purman Building are:

* The setback, placement and orientation of the building on the south side of Adelaide
Street West between Duncan and John Streets

* The scale, form and massing of the five-storey commercial warehouse building with a
raised basement

» The principal {(north) elevation with its brick and stone cladding

* The stone detail on the north elevation including the stone base of the basement and
first floor with its projecting moulding beneath the first floor windows, the entablature
with its plain frieze and moulded cornice, the decorative stone details on the outer bays
at the third, fourth and fifth levels and the stone banding and decorative details of the
top storey as well as the stone lintels in the window openings of the second, third and
tourth floors

* The stone details around the central entrance on the north elevation including the
stepping forward of the stone ¢ladding, the pediment above the entablature, the letters
stating "PURMAN BUILDING,' in capitals, the keystone in the segmental-arched
opening surrounding the entrance and the tri-partite division of the segmental-arched
transom over the door below

« The arrangement of openings on the principal (north) elevation into seven equal bays
on the five floors and the raised basement

« The subdivision of the window openings into a tri-partite arrangement varies from floor
to floor. Typically from the second to fifth floors each window opening features a
vertical tripartite division with a wider fixed central pane, two narrower outer openings
with double hung sash and a transom light with three parallel vertical divisions above.
At the basement level there is no transom and the tripartite division is made by stone
piers. At the first floor level, the window openings are large and the tripartite transom is
set over two large fixed panes. At the top level the window openings have segmental-
arched tops. From the first to fifth level the windows were made of wood

* The rear (south) elevation with its brick cladding and metal factory sash glazing

* The arrangement and size of openings on the south elevation






