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RE: Notice of Passing of By-law - Robert RUddy House 
501 Byron street south, Whitby 

Enclosed for your information is our Notice of Passing of By-law 
and a copy of By-law No. 3651-95 to designate the above noted 
premises as a property of architectural and/or historical value or 
interest under Part IV of The Ontario Heritage Act • 

DAB/lcr 

c. c.: 
• 

• 

Debi A. Bentley 
Administrative Assistant 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation 
Ontario Heritage Centre 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5C 1J3 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF WHITBY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.s.o. 1990, c. 0.18 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 

LAND AND PREMISES AT THE FOLLOWING MUNICIPAL ADDRESS 

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Whitby has passed By-law No. 3651-95 to designate the following 
property as being of historic and architectural value or interest 
under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18. 

Robert Ruddy House 
501 Byron Street South 

Whitby, Ontario 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION OF 501 BYRON STREET SOUTH, WHITBY 

HISTORICAL 

The Robert Ruddy House was built in 1915. It is very close to 
being in original condition. The only extensive alteration is a 
back kitchen which was added to the house some time after it was 
built. The house is a typical example of the type of brick homes 
built in Whitby during the first world war. The historical 
importance of the home focuses on the original landowners. Mr. 
Robert Ruddy was a County Judge and his son, Robert Donald Ruddy 
was Clerk of the County of Ontario for 16 years. The house was 
owned by the Ruddy family for 74 years, a long period of ownership 
for any local home. Its present owners are the third family to 
occupy it. 

ARCHITECTURAL 

The Robert Ruddy House is typical of many buildings built in 
Ontario during the second decade of the century. This was a boom 
period for residential construction and the dwellings demonstrated 
a · planned attempt to provide good quality housing at moderate 
costs. These buildings retained many of the attributes of earlier 
Victorian upper class housing, but were available to wider economic 
groups. The Robert Ruddy House is exemplary for its period and is 
a well maintained, intact dwelling of architectural interest. 

Dated at the Town of Whitby this 26th day of April, 1995 

Donald G. McKay, Town Clerk 
The Corporation of the Town of Whitby 

575 Rossland Road East 
WHITBY, Ontario LlN 2M8 

PHONE: (905) 668-5803 

cc: Wm. H. Wallace, Administrator 
D.G. McKay, Clerk 
D.A. Bentley, Administrative Assistant 
Switchboard 
Purchasing (4) 
File: C-4200 
A-2160 (LACAC) 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF WHITBY 

BY-LAW NO. 3651-95 

BEING A BY-LAW TO DESIGNATE THE STRUCTURE MUNICIPALLY KNOWN AS 501 
BYRON STREET SOUTH AS BEING OF HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE AND 

··INTEREST 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Section 29 of the 

Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18, the Council of the 

corporation of the Town of Whitby considers it desirable to 

designate property hereinafter described to be of historic and 

architectural value and interest; 

AND WHEREAS, the Council of the said Corporation has caused to be 

served on the owners of the property municipally known as 501 Byron 

street South, Whitby, Ontario, and upon the Ontario Heritage 

Foundation, notice of its intention to designate the structure at 

the aforesaid address to be of historic and architectural value and 

interest and has caused such notice to be published in a newspaper 

having general circulation in the Town of Whitby; 

AND WHEREAS, no person has served a notice of objection to the 
• 

proposed designation on the Clerk of the said Corporation; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Whitby 

enacts as follows: 

1. The structure known as the Robert Ruddy House located on the 

property municipally known as 501 Byron street South, Whitby, 

Ontario, and more particularly described in Schedule ''A'', 

attached to and forming part of this by-law, is designated as 

being of historic and architectural value and interest for the 

reasons set out in Schedule ''B'', attached hereto. 

2. This designation shall not preclude any changes that may be 

deemed necessary for ·the efficient use of the structure 

provided that any changes shall be in keeping with the 

original and current character of the structure and shall be 

carried out in consultation with the Local Architectural 

Conservation Advisory Committee of the Town of Whitby. 

BY-LAW READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD TIME AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 
lOTH DAY OF APRIL, A.D., 1995. 

.. 
CLERK MAYOR 
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SCHEDULE w A" I • I 

To 

By-law No.. 3651-95 

Legal Description 

Part of Lots 13 and 14, Plan H-50032, 5th Double Range, designated 
as Part 1 on Plan 40R-14886, Town of Whitby, Regional Municipality 
of Durham • 

• 

• 

• 

I 
I 

• • 



< • • • 

l: SCHEDULE "B" 

To 
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Prepared for 

" 

ARCIIITECTURAL I>ESCRII1TION OF 

JUDGE llODEllT. llUDDY IIOUSE 
• 

• 

501 lll'RON STilEET NOllTII 
WIIITDl' 

BUILT 1915 

' 

the Planning Department of tl1e Town of Wt1itby 
575 Rossland Road East 
Whitby, Ontario L 1 N 2M8 
by 
Edwir1 Rowse Arcl1itect Inc. 

September 1994 
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JUDGE ROBERT RUDDY HOUSE 
501 BYRON STREET NORTH 

BUILT 1915 

• 
\ • \ 

• • • 

• 

Tl1e Robert Ruddy House remains substantially unaltered from its original 

appearance of 1915. The building is not a landmark building architecturally but it is a,good 

example of the type of residential buildi11gs wl1ich was constructed in Ontario during the 

period of tl1e first world war. Buildings from tl1is post-Edwardian period tend to be solid, 

comfortable <;lwelli11gs wl1ere rnany of tl1e key elernents of contemporary domesticity are 

represer1ted. 

Tl1e building is two and one l1alf storeys i11 l1eigl1t, l1aving a concrete foundation, two 

storey masonry walls, and an attic witl1 a single dorrner. Tt1e foundation walls are parged · 

and coursed witl1 artificial jointi11g in in1itatio11 of ast1lar stonework. Tl1e masonry is red brick 

laid in stretcl1er bond, witl1 inset mor1ar joi11ts. Tl1e red pigmentatio11 of tl1e mortar gives the 

masonry a sn1ootl1 and uniform appearance. Tl1e window sills and caps for the brick porct1 

piers are concrete, and tl1e wi11dow li11tels are ne.ally laicf brick arcl1es. There are two tall 
• • 

masonry cl1imr1eys and tl1e roof is a sin1ple l1ipped roof witt1 splayed rafters at the eave line, 

wl1icl1 create an effect similar to tl1e bell-cast of tl1e apron on tt1e porct1. The single attic 

dormer l1as tl1ree casement windows a11d a wide overl1angi11g eave. The roof, including tl1e 

cl1eeks of tt1e dormer would origir1ally l1ave bee11 clad in wood st1ingle, but are now in 

asphalt. 

The wir1dow fenestration is balanced and well proportioned, and is based on tt1e 

functional needs of each space it ligl1ts, smaller windows in bedroorns and tl1e stairwell, 

and larger windows or even a projecting bay for additional light, for more important rooms. 

Tt1is asymmetry of the fenestration on tl1e side elevations clearly demonstrates tl1is sense 

of modern, f1,1nctional planning. ·r11e windows are predominantly double l1ung sash, most 

retaining their storm windows . 

Tl1e front of the house is noteworthy for its large two storey porcl1, supported on 

three porcl1 columns, witl1 brick piers and stocl<y columnar posts in wood. Tl1e porch t1as a 

simple wood railing will1 a lattice screer1i11g u11derneatl1, wood steps, and a glazed entrance 

vestibule. Tl1e vestibule is fully lit witl1 small paned side lights and transom windows, and 

Judge Robert Ruddy I-louse - 501 Byron Street Nortl1- Arcl1itectural Description - page 1 
September 1994 
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may have been an original feature of the hou$e. Tt1e ceiling of the porch is a painted 

tongue and groove boardi11g which matct1es tl1e soffit trim of the t1ouse. The second floor 

of tl1e porct1 is fully enclosed and l1as a sl1ingled apron beneatl1 rows of casement windows. 

Tl1e apron, wl1icl1 was origir1ally ir1 wood sl1inQJle and wl1icl1 is now clad in aspt1alt, l1as a 
sligl1t bell-cast to it wl1icl1 accon1modates tl1e eave projection for the ground floor. As a 

modern l1ouse of the early twentietl1 century, connection to outdoor space was regarded as 

an important amenity, and tl1e Robert Ruddy l·louse l1as botl1 tl1e large full length front 
porcl1 at ground floor, tl1e enclosed second flq,or st1nroon1 areas at tl1e front of the t1ouse, 

and a back s~cor1d floor porcl1 of tl1e rear bedroorn. Tl1e ground floor of tl1e back porch is 

enclosed as a kitct1en space, witl1 l1orizontal sl1iplapped cladding and a sl1ingled apron, 
also bell-cast. 

' 

Tl1e back door witl1 its l1alf fligl1t of stairs to tl1e pantry are enclosed in a separate 

structure wl1ict1 is arcl1itectural consister1t witl1 tl1e main building but whicl1 may l1ave been 

an early addition. Tl1is add-011 t1as a low l1ipped roof, and a wood sl1i11gle cladding witt1 a 

base of ver1ical tongue arid groove boarcfir1g. Tl1e reason for suggesting tl1at tl1is piece of 

tl1e buildir1g is an addition is ir1 rart basecJ on observing tl1at the rear second floor porct1 t1ad 
started lo S8f)clrale fro111 ll1e 111nsor1ry. ·r l1is s111nll nclr.lilio11 n1ay l1ave beer1 ac.ided to l1elp to 
stabilize tl1at cor1dition. 

' 

Tl1ere l1ave been n1ir1or cl1ar1ges 011 tt1e exterior. Some of tt1e wood sl1ingling has 

been replaced witl1 aspl1alt. Tl1e remaining wood sl1ir1gles are painted, and it is possible 

tl1at originally tt1ey were left unpainted, altt1ot1gl1 pai11ti11g of sl1ir1gles was common. The 

basement wi11dows l1ave been reclad or replqced witl1 pre-painted n1etal u11its. Tl1ere are a 

number of minor structural settlement cr·acks in tl1e masonry wall, particularly at the rear of 

tl1e building. Tl1e present owner says tl1at tl1e building had been affected by road rebuilding 
a number of years ago. Tl1ese cracks may r~late to tl1at work or to original settlement . 

• 

Tl1e l1ouse is located 011 a corner property witl1 heavily treed side and rear yards . 

Tl1e building faces onlo Byron Slreet and l1as a deep rear yard. It would l1ave been typical 

for the period of tl1is house for the building to have l1ad an accessory garage located at the 
rear of tl1e property, but at preser1t tl1e pa,·king is in tl1e front yard. 

Judge Robert Ruddy l-iouse - 501 Byro11 Street Nortl1- Arcl1itectural Description - page 2 
September 1994 
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The present owners are restoring the interior to its original condition. The plan of the 

house allows for a functional, planned lJse of space. For example tt1e dining room has a 

built-in china cabinet, wl1icl1 makes tl1e most of tl1e space available In tl1e room. Elements, 
lil<e tl1e l>uilt-ir1 cabi11et, indicate tl1at a pr·actical t1se of space was necessary in tl1e modern 
house, so that dwellings could be botl1 desirable and affordable. Oal< trim was used 

througl1out. Similar to Arts and Crafts traditions, tl1e detailing of tl1e oak trim is very simply 

designed so tl,at it could be available as a mass produced item. While tl1e t1ouse had a 
forced-air l1eati11g system tl1ere is a fireplace in tl1e parlour, which altt1ough not necessary 
to heat tl1e l1puse, adds a sense of traditional domesticity to tt1e room. Tt1e mantelpiece Is 

, of quarter-sawn oak, very sirnply executed. Mucl1 of tl1e oal< trin1, including the 

mantelpiece, l1ad been painted and tl1e present owners are restoring tt1e original finish. A 

number of tl1e ceilings l1ave been recently plastered witl1 nev antique-looking medallions 

added . 

• 

i 
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Tl1e t1ouse l1as a full basement and on the ground floor l1as a small entry hall with 

stair, a livi11g roorn, or parlour, arid a dir1ir1g roon1 and kitcl1en. A wasl1room is located 

under tl1e stair, and tl1e bacl< porcl1 enclosure l101:1ses a former pantry or kitct1en area. The 

second floor contair1s bedroor11s arid a wasl1roon1. Tl1ere were two ~nclosed sunrooms on 

tl1e secor1d floor, and tt1e wall betweer1 tl1e nortl1 st1nroom a11d the main bedroom t1as been 

removed to n1ake a larger open space. 1·11e prese11t owner believes tt1at tt1is alteratio11 was 

done by tl1e Ruddy family as an early cl1ange to tl1e building. 

Tl1e stair continues to tl1e attic floor where tl1ere is a single loft type bedroom. 

The Robert Ruddy I-louse is typical of many buildings built in Ontario during the 

second decade of the century. Tl1is was a boon, period for residential cor1struction and the 

dwellings demonstrated a planned atternpt to provide good quality housing at moderate 

costs. Tl1ese buildings retained n1a11y of tt1e attributes of earlier Victorian upper class 

t,ousing, but were available to a wider economic group. Tl1e Robert Ruddy I-louse is 

exemplary for its period and is a well-n1aintained, i11tact dwelling of arcl1itectural interest . 

Judge Robert Ruddy I-louse - 501 Byron Street Nortt1- Architectural Description - page 3 
September 1994 
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Photographs - Judge Robert Ruddy House 

1. View of front fac;ade st1owing front yard parking 

2. View of nortt1 fac;ade witl1 ground flqior bay window screened by trees 

3. View of side elevatio11 showing tt1e irregular fenestratior1 of the south wall 

4. View of tl1e rear elevation sl1owing \tie back porch with enclosed ground 
floor 

5. Viei.y of back porcl1 sl1owing ll1at it l1as pulled away from tl1e building and 
tl1e second floor level 

6. Detail of tt1e back addition sl1owing various cladding materials, shiplap, 
brick, sl1ingling and scored concrete 

7. View of dining roon1 sl1owing built-i.n dining room cupboa,·d 

8. Detail of tl1e oak mantelpiece with new inset 

• 
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11 If~ ,JUDGE ROl31::ll'f RUDDY IIOUSE 
• • 

5(> 1 I\YRON S'l1ll::l::l' SOU'I1 I 

13UlL'f, 1915 

Compiled by 13t"ian Wi11ter, At"cl1ivist, Town of W11itl)y 
• 

April 14, 1994 
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. WERDEN''S PLAN--AN Il~TROD'-. fIOI~ 
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The property described in this historical sketch is part of 
Werden's Plan, a street plan £or a portion of the Town of Whitby, 
bounded by Dundas, Reynolds, ~urns and llenry Streets. The plan 
was drawn by Provincial Land Surveyor Jo)1n Shier for Asa \'lerden 
in May, 1854 and registered in the Ontario County Registry Office 
on Sept. 1, 18511. 

The land in Werden' s l'lan consisted of 200 acres, the nort}\ 
half of lots 26 and 27, First Concession of \'lhi tby 

: The original patent fot this land was made 
(1751J-1824), on tlay 17, 1802. Born in Devonshire, 
property manager for Jol1n Graves Simcoe in England. 

Township . 
to John Scadding 
Scadding was 

In 1792, when 
Simcoe was appointed Governor of Upper Can3da, Scadding accompanied 
him to this country. lie stayed wi t)1 Simcoe in Upper Canada until 
the governor left Canada in 1796, Scadding returned to England to 
manage the Simcoe estate, but had been granted large tracts of land 
in Canada including a portior1 of \vlli tby Township where the Town of 
\vl1i tby is presently located. lie returned to Canada in 1817 or 1818 
to manage his land )1ere, In 1819, l1e established tlie village of 

• 

\i'indsor at wl1at is now \/}ii tby harbor, naming it after his l1ome in 

Devonshire, England. John Sc&dding brought his family to Canada in 
• • 

1821, but met an untimely dea~h wl1en a tree fell on him in 1824. 

On April 21•, 1020, Scadding sold his land in lots 26 and 27. 

• 

Whitby Township to Joseph G. Losie. Little is known of Losie, except 
• 

that he was an early settler in the township and operated the first 
store in Whitby. 

On July 2, 1821, Losie sold his land to Asa 1:lerden (1779-1866). 
Werden was born in Conr1ecticut, U.S.A. and settled in Athol Township, 
Prince Edward County, Upper C~nacla, before t)1e war of 1812. lie came 
to Canada wi tl1 only tl1e clotl1es on l1is back and so1ne leather-maker's 

tools, but through enterprise and l1ard work arnmassed an estate wortl1 
$247,000 when he died. Since crown grants were not available when 
Werden can1e to Canada, l1e l1ad to buy land wl1ere it was available. 
Jle owned large tracts of land in Althol Townsl1ip and in the Picton 

area, but he also purcliased 200 acres in Wl1itby Township and 200 acres 

in Pickering Towns}1ip. Jle never lived in ~Jl1i tby or Pickering, but 
sold off various parcels of l1is ~lhitby land over tl1e years since.1821, 
malcing $50,000 on that land alone before he died. 

Asa \verden was a i11:eml>er of Parliament for Prince Edward County · 
• 

in 18Jl, a director of t}ie Pr~nce Edv1ard Ar;ricultural Society, Chair-

• 
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Werden's Plan -- 2 
• 

• • 

man of a temperance society, and owner of a large tannery, as well 
as several lumber and grist mills, all in Prince Edward County. 

Werden was most skillful at buying land and selling it at a 
profit. As mentioned above, he had a town plan made for his Whitby 
land in 1854 and began selling lots . 

On Sept. 28, 1865, Werden made his will, giving his 200 acres 
of Whitby land, minus what had already been sold, to his sons John 
Burns Werden and Sully Paoli Werden. They were made executors for 
this land and l1ad the rights to sell the lots after his death, with 
the proceeds to be divided among Werden's six cl1ildren and their 

• • 

children. 

Asa Werden died at Athol Township, Prince Edward County, on ~ay 
28, 1866. For more thar1 10 years after his death, Werden's executor. 
made profits by sale of lots in Whitby from his estate. The houses 
discussed in the following pages were built on land originally owned 
by Asa Werden and sold either before or after his death, according 

• 

to the records presented in these l1istorical summaries. 
' 

• • • • • • • • • 
• • 

• 

Notes on Sourcesr 

The material on John Scadding comes from Toronto of Old, by Henr~ 
Scadding, 187J {reprinted, 1966.) 

The material on Asa Werden comes from Athol, Stories of a Townshi 
by Philip F. Dodds, 1979. 
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'IllE JUDGE ROBERT RUDDY IIOUSE 

501 13YltON S'.11tEl~l' SOlfll I 
' 

BUILT, 1915 
• 

Nortl1 l1alf, lots 13 and lt,, 5th Double Range West of Brock Street, \~erden's Plan. 

. . . . . ~ . . . . . 

Lots 13 a11d 14, Stl1 Double Ra11ge, consisting of one quarter acre each, 
• 

were sold by Asa Werclen, tl1e st1l.xlivicler, Lo Jol1n Shaw on Jant1ary 17, 1855. 

Some ti,ne ~betwee11 1.855 a11d 1.859, Jol111 Sl1aw constructed tl1e l1ouse wl1icl1 now 

stands at 505 Byron Street Soutl1, 011 tl1e soutl1 l1alf of lot 13. The north 

l1alf of tl1e lot re111ai11e,l vaca11l t111Lil 1915. 
' 
' 

011 Sept. 9, 1861, Jol111 Sl1aw sole) ll1e property to Robert Can1pbell, who 

sold it to l1is wife Elizal>ell1 Ca1111ll~ll 011 July 29, 1878. On Sept. 17, 1908, 

tl1e executors of Elizal>ell1 Cai111>llel 1 sc?l<I tl1e lots to Annie M. II. Savage, who 
' 

.solcJ tl1ein on July 30, 1909 to Cliat·les .1·1 \Jillcox. Charles ~1urray Wi~lcox 

(1878-1953) owned a lot of (lrOJlerty i11 \.Jl1itby a11d likely purcl1ased lots 13 

and 14 as an investment. 011 ~1ny 20, ~915, Mr. willcox split off tl1e north 

J·1alves of lots 13 and l/1 a11d sc,lcl Ll1ein Lo Rol)e1·t 13eatty for $500. 

'111e l1ouse at 501 13yro11 Street Sot.ttl1 was built in 1915 for Robert Beatty, 

wl10 owned tl1e property for or1ly fot1r y.ea1·s. lie experienced s01ne difficulty 

in building tl1e l1ot1se, as tl1ere two mecl1anics' s liens filed on tl1e property 

in December 1915, by tracles1nen ,..,1,0 btiilt it. One of the liens was filed 

by a l1ardware mercl1ant and pltu11ber George ~t. Rice, for $61.04 and the other 

by Jol111 TI1ompson (trade u11k11owi1) for $35.40. TI1e case went to court, with 

Josepl1 Pearson and Robert I3eatty namecl as defendants. Josepl1 Pearson was 

likely tl1e l)tlilcler of tl1e 11c>11se, altl1cjt1gl1 110 ir1fot111atio1·1 is availal>1 e 011 l1ir11. 

No inforination is avaial.l)le eitl1er on wl10 tl1e ow11er, Robert Beatty was. TI1e 

court case was settled in January 1916. 

011 t-lay 19, 1919, ltol)ert Deatty ~nt1 wife sold tl1e hottse at 501 13yron 

Street Soutl1 to Robert Rt1dc.ly for $4,000. 111e I~uddy fan1ily o,.,ned tl1e house 

for tl1e next 74 years. 
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Judge Robert Ruddy 1 .se - 2 
• 

• 

Robert Ruddy was born in Brock Township, Ontario County, on April 30, 

1861. llis father was Jan1es Rucldy, a pioneer lun1berman wl10 built tl1e first 

Anglican Cl1t1rcl1 in Brock 1'owr1sl1ip. llis motl1er Rebecca llenderson was of United 

Eh1pire Loyalist descent. 

Robert Ruddy was edt1cated in Brock publ.ic school and Uxbridge and Port 

Perry lligl1 Scl1ools. lie graduatecl i11 law fror11 Osgoode llall, 'foro11to, in 1889 

and set u1,. a practice i11 Millbrook, 011t., wl1ere l1e 111arried Margaret Elizabeth 
, 

Leacl1 on Oct. 6, 1903. ~IL·. Rucldy was a 111ember of tl1e Millbrook Municipal 

Council and was namecl as a King's Cot111sel in 1908. In 1911 he pleaded a case 

bef oL·e tl1e Lords of tl1e Privy Cot111ci 1 in Lonclon, England, .two years after 

l1e l1a(J moved to Peterborot1gl1 wl1ere lie opened tl1e law off ice of Ruddy and 

Burnl1arr1. 

In 1917, follo\ving tl1e retiren1ent of Jt1dge Dt1nca11 Jol1n Mcintyre, Robert 

Rudely was B{)poir1tecl Ju11iot· Jt1clge of ()11tc1r.i.cl Cottnty, and n1oved to Wl1itby. It 

is likely tl1at l1e re11ted a l1on1e i11 \.Jl1itby t1ntil l1e purcl1ased 501 Byron Street 

Soutl1 i11 1919. 

For a 111unber of yeat·s i11 ll1e 1930s, Jt1clge Rucldy served as Cl1ait111an of 

tl1e Osl1awa Police Con111ission. lie was a member of All Sai11ts I Anglican Cl1urch 

in Wl1itby and a mernber of tl1e lay council of tl1e Anglican Synod of 1'oronto. 

lie was also a life meinber a11d Past ~1aster of Composite Masonic Lodge, Peter-

borot1gl1. • 

One of tl1e most respected jurists in \.Jl1itby's history, Judge Ruddy retired 

on Dec. 17, 1936, wl1en l1e was l1onored by cou11ty officials at tl1e court house 

(now the Centennial Bt1ilding). Jt1clge Rt1ddy died at l1is l1orne on Oct. J.2, 1940 

at tl1e age of 79, a11cl is buried i11 St. Jol1n's A11glican Cen1etery, Port Wl1itby. 

llis wife, Margaret Elizabetl1 Leacl1, was bo1·n at Millbrook on Sept. 3, 1882 

and wl1ile in \.Jl1itby was a 111e111l)er of All Saints' Parisl1 Gu1.lcl arid Women's 

Auxiliary a11cl tl1e \.Jl1itby \~oine11 1 s .l11stitt1te. Sl1e <lied at \.Jl1ilby on A1>ril 11, 

1936. 
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Judge and Mrs. Ruddy l1ad tl1ree ch!ildren, Robert Donald Rt1ddy (1904-1966), 

William G. Ruddy, who lives i11 Osl1a\.,ia,, and Marjorie Georgina Ruddy (1908-1980). 

After tl1e deatl1 of Jttdge a11d Mr~. Ruddy, tl1e l1ouse at 501 Dyron Street 

Soutl1 was occupied by tl,eir son Rober~ Donald Ruddy. On Feb. 9, 1949, Mr. 

at1d ~lrs. \~illirun G. Ruddy quit claimed tl1e property to Robert Donald Ruddy • 
• 

Robert Donald Ruddy, known as ''D<;>n'' was born at t-lillbrook on Oct. 30, 

1904, tl1e ,eldest son of Juclge l~udcly. lie came to \.Jl1i tby with l1is parents in 

1917 and attended the \.J11itby lligl1 Scl1ool. lle studied la\'1 under Arthur E. 

a,ristian, tl1e Clerk of Ontario Cot1nty at Wl1itby, and took over t-lr. Cl1ristian's 

dt1ties during his final illness i11 1931. 
• 

Don Ruddy graduatecJ in law fr01n Osgoode Ilall in 1930 and opened an 

office over Alli11's Drt1g Store in clownto\m Wl1itby. In 1931 he purcl1ased tl1e 

law practice of F. II. t,1. It-wi11 of \.J11itl>y, Also in 1931, on tl1e death of Mr. 

Cl1ristia11, 0011 Rt1cJcly was a1)1>0i11tecl Clet·k a11cJ Sol1.citor for tl1e Cot1nty of 

Ontario, witl1 an office in tl1e Cot1rt !louse. lie served tl1e county until 1947 

wlten tl1e offices of clerk and lreasut'er were combined and given to William G. 

t-1anni11g. 

Don Rudely returned to l1is law practice and was nruned a Queen's Counsel 
! 

in 1955. lie co11ti11ued his law practice until l1is deatl1 as his sun1ner l1ome 

in nortl1ern Ontario on Oct. 2, 1966. lie is buriecl with his parents in the 

family plot in St. Jol1n's Cemetery, Port Wl1itby • 
I 

i 

In 1940, Don Rt1ddy married Aclele fra11ces Tru11blyn, wl10 was born at 1'oronto 

on April 13, 1911. Sl1e was a granddaugl1ter of Willirun Ware Tamblyn, who was 

principal of tl1e t.J11itl)y Collegiate lnst1.tt1te frorn 1.888 to 1.896, ancJ gave the 

Trunbly11 Public Speaki11g Prize for ann1.1al cornpetition to tl1e scl1ool, on l1is 

deatl1 in 1912. 

111 1966 wl1en pla11s were being 1nacl$ to start a l1istorical society in W11itby, 

· Don Ruddy, wl10 was too ill to particip~te, asked l1is wife to represent hint 

in its formation. t-lrs. Rttddy was one 0f tl1e original directors named in tl1e 
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llistorical Society's cl1arter in 1968. Sl1e donated to the Whitby Archives 

numerous documents from the legal files of Arthur Christian and his predecessors, 

w11icl1 were stored in an old carriage l1ouse back of her l1ome. 111e carriage 

house was torn down about 1980, ancl predated the l1ouse. t-frs. Ruddy died at 

the Osl1awa General llospital on July 30, 1992 and is buried in St. Jol1n' s 

Cemetery. On May 5, 1967 tl1e exec,1.tors of tl1e estate of Don Rucldy sold tl1e 

l1ot1se lo Acle le Rucldy . 
• • 

r-tarjorie Georgina Ruddy, who grew up in tl1e l1ouse at 501 Byron Street 

Soutl1 and was a sister of Don Ruddy, ,-1as born at t-tilJ.brook on Feb. 2, 1908 

a11d cante to Wl1itl>y witl1 l1er parents in 19!7. Sl1e attended the Wl1itby lligh 

Scl1ool ancl 011tario Ladies' College, ancl organized the first Girl Guide company 

in Wl1i tl>y. Ir1 tl1e 1930s sl1e was tl1e Wl1itl>y correspondent for tl1e Toronto 

Daily Star, and fr01n 1930 to 1960 sl1e operated a pl1otography studio in Wl1itby. 

After sl1e retirecl frorn pl1otograpl1y sl1e was in cl1arge of tl1e 1necJ1.cal library 

at tl1e Wl1itby Psycl1iatric llospital. 111 tl1e late 1940s sl1e was in charge of 

publicity for tl1e Wl1i tby t-loclen1 Players, a local tl1eatre group. For many years 

sl,e lived in an apartment above tl1e store at 143 Brock Street South. Marjorie 

Rt1ddy clied at Wl1itby 011 Sept. 15, 1980 and is buriecl in tl1e fa111ily plot in 

St. Jol1n ' s Cemetery. 

 
• 

. 

The Robert Ruddy house is in nearly orginal condition dating back to the 

time it was built. A back kitcl1en was added to tl1e house some time after it 

was built. TI1e l1ouse is a typical example of tl1e type of brick homes builJ.t 

in Wl1itby during the First \~orlc.l War and is of l1istorical improtance because 

one of its owi1ers was a Cou11ty Judge ancl l1is so11 wc:1s Clerk of tl1e Cot1nty of 

Ontario for 16 years. 'Il1e l1ouse was 0\'111ecl by tl1e Rudely family for 74 years, 
• 

a long period for ownersl1i1> of any local l1on1e. Its prese11t owners are tl1e . ' 
third family to occ11py it. 
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