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THE C(t,JfltPORr\TION OF THE TOWN OF WI-IITBY 

ltlY-LAW NO. 4588-00 
• 

BEING A BY -.LAW TO DJ~~i~IGNATE THE STRUCTURE MUNICIPALLY KNOWN AS IS 
PRINCESS STREET AS Jlll~ING t)F I·IJSTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE AND 
INTEREST ~;..;..;....-------"'11·1--... --------------------

WHEREAS, in accordance ·~1J:lth the provisions of Section 29 of tl1e _Q11tario Heri!?,ge A~~, R.S.0. 

1990, c. 0.18 3 as runended, 1:J!1e Co,1ncil of the Corporation of the Town of Whitby considers it 

desirable to designate the e>:te:rior ancl interior of the property l1ereinafter described to be of l1istoric 

and architectural value and ·.11iterest; 

WHEREAS, the Cou1~.cll ofth\! said Corporation has caused to be served on the ow11ers oftl1e 

prope11y municipally known a·,s 15 P11ncess Street, Brooklin, Ontario, and upon the Ontario I-leritage 

Foundation, notice of its intc~l'1tion to ,-J.esignate the structure at the aforesaid address to be ofhisto1·ic 

a11d architectural value and i1l·t1~rest ar1d has ca11sed such notice to be pttblished in a newspape1· having 

general circulation in the Tc~virn of \\"hitby; 

AND WHEREAS, no perscic}. has s,1rved a notice of objection to the proposed designation on the 

Clerk of the said Corporati<ltl; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Ciertincil cf the Corporation of the Town of Whitby enacts as follows: 

l. Th!} structure kno~r,1 as the Benjamin Franklin Can11,bell House located on the property 

municipally known ill.Sil 15 Pri~1cess Street, Brooklin, 0111ario and more particularly described 

on Schedule ''A'1 a,:tr:lched t,, ai1d forming part of tl1.is by-law is desig11ated as being of 

historic ai1d architect.t1ral val11e and interest for the reasons set out in Schedule ''B',1 attached 

hereto. 

2. This designation srLnlll not r,reclude any changes that may be deemed necessary for the 

efficient use of the str!ucture provided that any changes shall be in keeping witl1 tl1e origi11at 

and current charactf:,1· of tl1e ~,trocture and shall be ca11ied out in consultation with the Local 

Architectural Conse,1-'l,,ation ,\dvisory Conn11ittee of tl1e Town of Whitby. 

BY-LAW READ A FIRS1't ~l~ECO]'tID, AND THIRD TIME AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 27·l·11 

DAY OF MARCH. A.O., j?t})OO. 
I . .. 

• 
' 

' 

I 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' 

TO BY ... LAW NO. 4588-00 

Llt,GAL DESCIUPTION 

I '33 
Plan H-50052, Lot 26 .. 11,art of J~ot , in the Town of \Vhitby, in the Regio11al -

b,;;,t.,/,<J ) a4 -
Municipality of Durh~lll'1, CA,J--·t..ZJJ 

• 
I . ' ' 
I-~ :::.---;;.;..-_..;-:.:...~ --==---===--__....;.·;....-----....:-:::..· --_...;..:.· -~" ------. 

' 

Descri 1)ti on 

I 

ALL AND SINGULAR ti .111t certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate lying and being in 

in ,the Province of Ontari~, bpin comP,osed of Lot Number Twenty-six (26i on the east side of 
Princess Street, part of Lcl ,Nu1n er Thirty-three (33) on the South side of Mill Street and part of 

· Pine and Victorja Streets·(:,1:losedJ as shown on Plan H50052, said parcel or trnct of land being 
more partic11lnrly describe . ,ns foll-:-iws: 

• 

COMMENCING at a poi i 11 in thE· Easterly limit of said Princess Street distant S011therly in said 
limit Three HL1ndred and: (1.ve11t)'··tieven feet Nine inches (377' 911 ) from the Southerly limit of said 
Mill Street; , · 

feei Three incites (1.30' 3°1 -1:o the l'Jorth .. westerly angle of said Lot Number Twenty-six (26); 

Tl-lENCE Easterly in an, 11long t:l,e Northerly limit of saicl Lol and its Easterly production One 
Hundred and Sixty-five fc. 1:!t Six. i1,ches (165' 61•) to the Easterly limit of S<'l.id Pine Street; 

THENCE So11tl1erly in sa~, , Easter~y limit Forty-one feet Three inches (41' 311 ); 

• 
TI-IENCE Easterly parall 11 to thf!. said North limit of Lot Nttmber T,venty-six (26) a distance of 
One liundred and Thirt)r:l. ~!)Ur f e<~t Six inches ( 134' 61') to a point in the Easterly limit of said Lot 
NumberTl1irty-tl1ree (33), 

' ' ' 

THENCE Soltlherly in , ~ :,d aloilg an old fence marlcing said Easterly limit and its Southerly 

place of beginning; 
• 
I . 

THENCE Westerly in ~ I :utraight line Tl1ree Hundred fe~t (300') 1nore or less lo the 1>lace of 
• 

beginning} a. s .s e.:1· ·~' u t- -i V' D Lf '8'4 T :5 o .. 

! 

· 11 

• 

I 

'I' 

.. 
It 

• 
' 

l 

• 

• 

• 
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SCHEDULE ''B'' 

TO 
blY-LA W NO. 4588-00 

HISTORIC.f-iJL ANI:> ARCHITECT REPORT FOR THE 

IN CAMPBELL I-IOUSE 

• 

P. 04 

• 
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B1::£~JAMIN IN CAMPBE1J.. HOUSE 
•• 

L<:tr _26, CAMPBEIJ. AND tJAY' S P}!\N 
.... - - 1 

_ LS PRINCESS STREET, BROOIG..,1N 

BUI~T,_. ~. 1877 

HISTORICAL REl::i(:•RT PF:l~PARED BY BRIAN WI'l'HE:R, 'IOWN OF WHITBY ARCHIVIST -~~•·1 .. ,. ¢ Eli DI L 

A~IL 12, 1999 
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BEf'.tJAMIN FRANKLIN CAf'fPBELL llO~- .... ~-

LCl'f 26, CAMPBELL ANO WAY'S PJ.!.N .. 
l.5 PRINCESS STREET 7 BROOl<LI N 

........ g4 $ ¥ J&&iWll'tW 

BUILT, C.. 1877 

The lot at 15 Prfi.:r11cess .Street was originally part of Lot 24, C.Oncession 6, 
' 

Whitby Township, a po'irl1:ion c>t which was purchased by John C'.arnpbell before 1839. 

John Campbell (1794-l.,~:r6) wats born at Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. on June 2, 1794, 

son of Hugh Campbell, f[1 Brit. ish soldier in the American Revolutionary War.. Hugh 

c.ampbell moved his f ainjl,ly tc> Ca taraqui (Kings ton, Ontario) in 1796 when John was 
•• 

two years old. In 18.r}C:1, JotLl1 Campbell was elected to represent the County of 
' 

Frontenac in the ProvLt11cial !..,egislature of Upper Canada.. In 1832 he settled in 
• 

Whitby Township and \..r;?&fl one ,:,f the founders of Winchester (later Brooklin) in 1840 .. 

In 1839 he drew up a ,,,j .. llagei plan for Brooklin with Daniel S. Way, consisting of 

a large quantity of n1,111:1berecl lots.. John Campbell built the brick mill in Brooklin 
' 

in 1848 and operated 1i1 genet·.11 store across the road. He died at Brooklin on 
• 

Dec. 22, 1876 at the JY..i!,e of J32 and is buried in Groveside Cemetery. 

On June 25, 187'1 1, Alft·cad B. Campbell, youngest son of John and other executors 

of John Campbell's es 1~.s1 te so.Ld lot 26 to Benjamin Franklin Campbell. 
' 

Benjamin Frankli!~;Camp~~~ll (1838-1918), 7th son of John Gampbell, was born 

in Whitby Township on Jlan. 2~1, 1838, and married Phoebe A,, Cochrane (1840-1911) in 

1861. They had four cil"~ildret1, Lulu, Florence, Gertrude and William. For a number 

of years, Benjamin F. (larnpbell fat111ed on 242~ acres of lots 30 and 31, Concession 

6, \Jhitby Township. ~Jr:: retii~ed to the Village of Brooklin and built his house at 
I 

15 Princess Street, sl;c1rtly ~:tfter purchasing lat 26 in 1877. Benjamin F. Campbell 

was a Whitby Township Clounc.il.lor in 1871-72 and Deputy Reeve, with a seat on the 

Ontario County CounciJ. in 18:13-76. He was also a bailiff for the Township of Whitby. 

Mrs. campbell died at~ Iner 11c)me on July 14, 1911 and Benjamin F. Cammpbell died at 

his home on March 13, ]~·918, .~,t the age of 80. Both are buried at Groveside Cemetery. 

On Oct. 19, 1893, '.Benja1·11in F .. Campbell sold the house to his daughter, Lulu, 

~trs. Dari us Anson Rees1lt1 • 
~ ..... 

• 

• • 

I1enjamin continued to live in the house until his death, 



• 
' 
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while his daughter li,r•:1d in t,7estern Canada. She died at Brandon, Manitoba, on 

Nov. 8, 1904 at the ai1,~:! of 4{). In 1898-99, the house was the subject of a. law 

:suit, and was seized t,y Shel·iff John F. Paxton. f{e sold it back to Lulu Reesor 

on March 20, 1901.. '!~1.<I! exec.~otor of Ben.iamin F. Campbell's estate is listed as Lulu 

Reesor, proably a dauS,t:1ter <Jf the Lulu who died in 1904. She sold the house to 

herself on April 3, J~9.ll8, a11d on May 16, 1918, sold the house to Emna Lick, ~fary 
• 

Ann Ratcliffe and Wi~llLam J: Adams. The following article about the sale of the 

Campbell house was pr.~.n1ted :[.n the Whitby Gazette and Chronicle: 

''The sale of the~ 13. F. Campbell property in Brooklin on Wednesday last (April 

24) by Wm. Maw, the J.11.1ctio1·,eer, for $3,150 to Mr. W. J. Adams for another party 

is interesting, as ~;h,~wing the unprecedented demand for housing in view of the 

extraordinary expenE;tl of bi..tilding under present conditions. The land consisted 

of about four acres (l;n a gc,od street with the new Hydro service passing the door. 

'The house, bri<:;lc. venel~!r, said to be over forty years old, is without any 

modern convenience. Experl.s agreed in. the opinion that it would require at least 

$1,500 to install t·l~t:ise an,cl put the place in good repair, fences and outbuildings, 

orchard, etc. Mr. r1~,w sayi; if similarly located property were in this town with 

the additional adva11·t;ages {lf the complete utility available, the property would 

have sold for $1,50(, more 1:han it did.. Put in another way, that means values are 

50 per cent higher J1.€1re th;1n in our northern suburb!' 
• 

The ''modern con,-,1,r1~ninc(Js 1 ' mentioned in the article are indoor plumbing. Hydro 

was introduced to Bro(:~li(lin :i.n 1917. 

On Oct. 21, 1921 1:l~ick, Ratcliffe and Adams sold the house to William Ratcliffe, 

a retired farmer frorr 1::ast lkitby Township. William Ratliffe (1859-1945) was 

born in East Whitby lb·1mshi1:· on Aug. 19, 1859, descendant of a pioneer settler who 

came to the Township ~.11 the early 1830s. He died at the house in Brooklin on ~1ay 

19, 1945, at the age o:f 85.. The house 1.1as- purchased for him by his wife, ~1ary Ann 
• 

• 

• 
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(Lick) Ratcliffe, hi:r. brothi:!r-in-law William J. Adams, and his mother-in-law, 
• 

Emna Lick. William ll,;:itclifJ:e had fat1t1ed on lot 6, Concession 6, East Whitby 
I 

Township, near Columl~t1.s. Mitry Ann Ratcliffe was a prominent member of the Brooklin 
I 
I 

Women I s Institute, a1,cl for rnany years hosted the Institute meetings at her house • 
• 

In 1952, Mrs. Ratcli.:Ltf:'e fou11d herself unable to keep up the house on Princess 
• 

Street, and moved ba,~ll. to t_l1e family farm, which was carried on by her son. She 
I 

died a few years lat,~r:· aboti.i: the age of 90. The Ratcliffes are in Union Cemetery. 

On June 20, 1951~,! Mar}' Ann Ratcliffe sold the house to Mary C. Sw~t)son. 

Mary Swanson and heI· l11usbatL1:i Norman lived in the house at· 15 Princess Street for 

10 years. Norman Sa1~l!1Son \i/.3S a purchasing agent for Echo Products in Scarborough, 

and Mrs. Swanson was I c(1n art. is t and fashion designer. For a time she worked in an 
I 

art gallery in Toron t;c[1. Tilt'.: Sawnsons modernized the kitchen and put in some cupboards 

but the house has rei1~1Lined 1nuch in its original condition with few changes.. An 

upstairs bathroom ha11l been .added by the Ratcliffes and Mrs. Creighton, the next 

owner of the house, ft;1rthet· modernized the kitchen. The Swansons sold the house 

in 1962 and moved to! ll'ergu!i.t Ont. and later to Mississauga. The Ratcliffes, 

Swansons and Mrs. Cr11~~jj,ghtorl were all gardeners, and the house was k.'tlown in Brooklin 

for its fine gardens" At C>tie time there was a barn at the back of the property 

near the creek, but f:..t:. was 1:lemolished many years ago. 
' 
I 

On April .6, 196~.,- Mary C. Swanson sold the house to Luella 13. and Donald G. 

• 

Creightqn. It is saic., 1that r:,onal(] Creighton, a professor of history at the University 

of Toronto, bought tl·,e houstr in Brooklin so he could have a quiet. place to do his 

• • writing. • 

I 

Donald Grant Ct.~:bg1-}to1] .. (1902-1979) is recognized as one of Canada's greatest 

historians. Son of \\'i.:Lliam Black Creighton, editor of the Methodist ne\.ispaper 

The Christian Guardiar1:• he 1,1as born at Toronto on July 15, !902. He was educated 

at Humberside Collegi~l:e, T(:lronto; Victoria College of the University of Toronto 
' 

and Oxford Universit), 'li.n En!~land. He became a lecturer in the Department of History 

at the University of 1~1,ront<.) in 1927, assistant professor in 1932, associate profes-

' 
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• 
I 

I 

sor in 1939, professor 'i1n 194~;, and Chairman of the History Department in 1955. He 
I 

1 

retired in 1975 when h:t.::l healt:h failed, and he started writing novels .. 

A controversial Jfi1gure ,i.n his lifetime, Creighton is acknowedged as Canada I s 
1 

greatest historian tod1it),' • At the beginning of his career he was influenced by 

Professor Harold Innis wrio,se prL.Llosophy was that the St. Lawrence River was an important 
I 

I 
I 

ga teweay to western se'~ 1:.lemer1 t.. Creighton 1 s first book, published in 1937, was ''The 
I I 

Corrrnercial Empire of tl~t~i: St, Lawrence.'' He wrote 10 history books, particularly on 

the Confederation era, cf1nd hj_s two-volume biography of Sir John A. Macdonald, ·Canada's 

first prime minister, f ... ~i: saic:I to be the best of its kind ever writ:ten in ,this country. 
. I 

Both volumes won Govern,µ1j· GentJcal 's Award in the 1950s .. 
' 

When Creighton pl.t!J:l.icall.y ace.used the United States of starting the Cold War, 
" 

there were calls for rL!~!li disn1issal, but the University chose to make him head of its 
' 

history department. Cf"'l~ightc}O was so well regarded by his fellow historians that 
I 

' ' 
a number of them wrote ill bool,~ of essays in tribute to him in 1970, entitled ''Character 

and Circumstance .. 1' rl(i~ was a Companion of the Order of Canada and received honorary 
,, 
' 

degrees from The Univert:1,ity <lf Manitoba, McGill University, Queen 1s, and the 
I 
' 

Uni.versities of New Br~J.\11swic.1·~, Saskatche,.Jnn and Britis11 Columbia, among otl1ers. 
' i 

He was awarded the Tyrr.,1~1 ~1eclal for liistory by the Royal Society of Canada in 1951, 
• 
I 

I 
the University of Brit:i,.1;h Co.J,umbia 's Medal for Biography in 1955, the Universi,ty 

' ' 

of Alberta I s National ~'~'1vard j,n Letters in 1957, and the Molson Prize by the Canada 
I ' 

Council in 1964. In :ti9136 1 a postage stamp was issued in his honor, 17 years after 
I I 
' 

his death.. Donald C1:ieji.ghtort died at his Brooklin hon1e on Dec. 19, 1979, aged 77 . 
• 

In 1926, Creightc~11 marr;eed one of his students, Luella Bruce, who was an author 
• 

of books as well. Tv,ll1alla (:reighton (1901-1996) 'Was born in Stouffville, Ont .. 

on Aug.. 25, 1901. Shi:: lass is t.ed her husband in his research and writing and 
I 

published a number of :i;;lnort t;tories and children's ~oks. She also wrote school 
' 

text boolcs. In 196 7, s!he pul,lished ''the Elegant Canadians, 11 to honor Canada's 

Centennial. Before ccrrri1ing· tc> Brooklin sl1e operated a real estate office in Toro11to .. 
. ' 
I ' I 

I 

• • 
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. 

Mrs. Creighton died itt: her l.lrooklin home on Marcl1 6, 1996, at the age of 94. Both 

she and her husband ar:,!! burl.ed at St. Paul's Anglican Cemetery, near Columbus. 

While living in Broot(:! .. in, f~he Creightons. were quiet and worked pretty much by 
• 

· themselves on their i/,J1riou!:i historical projects. Donald Creighton was recognized 
,• I 

I 

as the first Canadian l11isto~:ian to make his writing interesting rather than dull, 
I 

and he was particula1:J;.:11 int,:arested in the epic story of Canada's developnent. 

• I 

On Dec, 26, 1996:t , the ~.xecutors of Donald and Luella Creighton sold the house 
I 

• 
at 15 Princess St~eet: !to , the present owners.  

' I 

is carrying on the tt·~11:litiorr of gardening associated with the house, as he is a 

garden designer. 
< I 

' 

Historically, tr~~!: Benj;;unin Franklin Campbell I-louse is of particular interest 
I 

because it was built ;bJY a me::mber of one of Brooklin' s founding families and was also 

the residence of a n,it:ionall.y significant C.anadian personality, Professor Donald 
• • 

' 

Creighton. 
' 

. . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I 

I 
Brian Winter, , , 

Archivist, Town of Wt~i,tby, 
' 

April 12, 1999. 
I 
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ARC.i1ITECTURAL REPORT 
BENJ:1\;MlN ~i'RANl{LIN CAMPBELL HOUSE 

15 Princess St·reet, Brooklin 

• • 

• 
I 

I 

' 
I 

II 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I ' 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

• 

I 
• I 

I 

' 
' 

Built c.1877 

Prepared for ! 
The Planning Depan:·ri:11ent of tl,e Town ot· Whitby 
575 Ros.sland Road E~.1.st 
Whitby, Ontario LI I~~· 12MB l1y 
E.R.A. Architects l11cl 
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ARCliITEC1'URAL REPOR1'\ 
BENJ,~~IVlIN :r~RANKLIN CAJvlPBELL HOUSE 

15 ]>rincess Street·. Broolclin 
Built c. I 877 

The Benjamin Franl,lin, (;ampliell House faces onto Princess Street and is situated 
on approximately one aic11·e of l~1nd witllin the centre of the old town of Brool,lin. 

' 
The house was built ar,~t~nd 18.17 by tile son of Jol1n Campb~ll. John Campbell 
had been a. Loyalist ancJ !Nas a 1nill-owner as well as one of the founders of 
Brooklin. His son 8eL1.j~i.min I· .. t·anklin Ca1npbell served as Depttty Reeve a.nd 
Whitby Township Cot..r.l11cillar. While this local histo1:y is significant, the 
building has additional l11istorir~al significance as the home of" the prominent 
Canadian historian D0p11ld Cl·eigl1ton from 1962 until his dea.th in 19791. Its 
arcJ1itecturaJ sig11ificanccj'. lies )'\Ot its landtnar·lc status, but in its sirnple relation t·o 
its historical context a:t1c·I t·o it$ environmc11t. With neigl1bouring buildings, s1.1ch 
as the smaller house at' 1., Pt"inc·ess Street2 , the church and tl1e mill building on 
Cassels, this l\ouse is a. {iine e)!ample at' tile 111id-ninetec1,tl1 century vernacular 
architecture of Brooltlin1i; and ,c: is disti11ctive f'or its Gotl1ic Revival leati1res. 

The property is wcll-la~·~11sc.ipE:d, with screening provided bet.v.reen tl1e l1ouse and 
its neighbours at the fi:-t)ilts of the lots and mo,·e open yards at the bacl<. of tl1c 
propc:rties. The landsc:a.1ping i~ compatible \.\'ith the historic house and witl, the 
broader context of the ~tireet. 'f'l1e1"e are a 11u1t1bcr of' large, mature t1·ees, direcil .. Y to 
tl1e back and sides of f:f1t!· llousc. l?urtl,cr baclc 011 the site, a. strearn cuts throt1gl1 tl1e 
prope1·ty. Tl1<! grou11d:~ l!nd in il. l,cavily wooclcd area set far ba.clc fron, tl,e ,·oacJ. 
lv1l1cl, of tl,c land is ccivj~rc<l i1·, St)l,111 g,Lr·clc11~. 111~tinly clue to the current ow11cr· 1~ 

l,orticultural interests. 1 !Wh,1.t ,·c1nains or' tl1e historic c11Itural landscape aspects ol· 
tl,is sil'e are clifficult tc, ;assess, as t1,c 1n,1jor·it.}' of tJ1e plantings, i11cluding 1:hc 
111ature trees, appear tcf• l.)c l'a.i,·ly 1·ccc11tS. 

I 
I 

The Campbell House '. 111.1.s beer, l<:ept· in good condition since its co11struction. 
While an addition to 1:f·tl1' rear c>f the Lt1ildi1\g was erected i11 1967 to llouse a library 
('or Donald Creighton. flllc 1·1·<,nt a11c.l side f~1~t,des have re1nained viri,ually 
unaltered. 

The dwelling is two sto'l'eys i,·, l\eigl\l, witl1 n pn.rtial base1nent a11d crawl space. 
The foundation walls u-~1le a. cc, cJ rsed, squared ashlar4. Tl1e masonry walls are red 

1 

2 

3 

I 

• 

• , ..... ,--
According to Bri~it1! WisllC r's hiscorical rcpot'l April 1999, Cricghton's widow. Luella 
CreighLon, Jivcr.l c,11· Lile prc:,pcr1y u11Lil he,· Jt:.1tl\ in 1996. 
rfhc cu1·rent owneQ·t· of 15 r,r,ncess Street hu\'C commented tl,.1t 1 Princess Street ma.y 
l1n.vc been con5LrLi<:'JcJ as £l v.:orl(cr's coll.igc: for· the C..,mJ>Ucll ra1nily. 1"his l,asn 't been 
confirmed, but it ~s:of inlc,,csl as it susgcsts nn l1istoric:..l relationshifl bet'\vccn the: t\\"O 

lluildi1,gs. ' 
It isn't clear \vhal ,1,utbuil,l,ngs h:i,•c been on tile site, prior to tl1c erection ot' the present 
car garage:. At 01,~~ ,ti,ne tl·11!rc \v:,.,s a barn 11cn.r tl1e ri,rcr's cqgc: (sec \Vintcr's report April 
1999). 
Cut stone prcpar1~~J; in tl1it. n,a.nner ,v.:is Lrc1d1tiona.lly a very cxpcnsi,·r.: mnteri:1.I. Compare 
this to the less c:11:~:1:J:nsivc: stonework on the basement ,valls of l Princess Street, or to the 

' 

' 

• 

• • 

• 

I , . 

15 Princess Street, Orooklin 
July 1999 page 1 
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bt'ick, laid in stretchet" ~:.li,nd6. 'This red brick is decorated with a lighter brick. 
t1·aditionally called a ·,~~&,lite brii~I<.' which accents the corners of the building and 
tl1e lintels over the doc,~"sl and ,-,,•indows<i.7• 

I 

There a.re t:vJo tall mas(l1Lilry chi,nneys a.long the side of the house. One of" the 
chimneys is from the l~iilrly mc,dern installation of the furnace and tl1e second, 
wl1ich is corbelled at tl,~!top, v\,1as built as a. part of tl1e 1960s addition. The 
original chimneys have! lj1een r,•moved. The roof is now clad in asphalt sl1ingles 
but presumably would } ave hf·Cn wood shingled origina.llJ'· 

The fenestration on th~~ l1ouse is well bala11ccd a.11d tl,ere is a direct relation bet1.veen 
the size and placement;of tl,e -c.111indows and the interior spaces need for light. Th~ 
two main rooms on tl1c:· :irs·t 11c1or, tl1e living and dining room, both have bay 
wjndows to allow for r1,1a.ximu1n light, w1,ile less sig11ificant rooms and ha.ll'",a.)'S 
have smaller openings. lfhe rr1:1jority of the winclows are double l1ung sasl1. The 
origin;i.l shutters for tl1.::i house· :i.re still intact. 01'iginally they would have l)ecn 
painted a darlt 'shutte1r' \green or possibly blaclc8 • 

• 
The plan of the house ia ?Pear~ irregular l"rom tl1e street as its symmetry is more 
clearly revealed f ron1 t~,? side r!ardc11. Fro11l t·l,e street tl,e fa~ade of the bttilding is 
a picturesque composi~i•1>n corisisting of· a large gable-end wall with a recessed 
porch and side wing. ~:>n the interior tl1e pla11 is very si111ilar to a typical centre 

• l1all plan witl1 the exc•~l~ tion tl·iat the roo1n to tl1e rigl,t-hand side of' the hall 1,a.s 
been altered to project i ,to the garden 1iJ<.e n side '\\'ing, nan1c.ed by po1·ches ... rlle 
gardc11 view re'\reals t·l:tt~: sccon, l ma.tel, ins pore],. 

I I 

fretwork is repeated OiiQ jthe ba ,·gebo.l.rds of the roof gables9. At present tl,ere is no 
railing on the front pc.:ir11;h while tl1e baclc porc11 has a simple wood railing and 

lattice screen on the sip•?10. 
I • 

I 
• Much of the original iu,jterior remains intact and in good condition, with exposed 

"vood nooring and sit1~~1,le ba~.,!board and door and window mot1ldings. Painted 

-------~----.....---------~ .... -. ~----------...-....--------~-------------................. --------....... ------~ 
,•cry l,ighly-slt.illt!1l !~xct:l1li(,1, ol' tl1c ,1,a::u,,11• al the churcl, aL Lile corner of Princess a1,d 

5 

(i 

7 

8 

!) 

lO 

• 

• 

I 

C.assels. i 
Stretcher bo,.,,J n,~:-lns ll,~1 ;ill t1f tl,r: L1·iclts n1·c lait~ witl, Ll,cir \l.)11g sides cx~ioscd. 'l"his 
either indic;i.Lcd 1.la,:1:t tl,e bt,ilding w;is of uric}{ veneer (co\•c1·ing :i ,.,,ood fr.n.me strt1ctt1rc) 
or thil-t .in inner c:o ·1rsc oi ll1·iclc ,v.is. lnb<.,l1r-lnLcnsi,,ely, cul and kt!ye::d into tl,e baclc of 
the bric I< lo pr<1,1lc.l : a l>ar,.J i 11g ftl r t J,c v..·.,.11. 
Poly or tli .. cl1r(l1n,1.llc l,ricl ..... \•orlt is lypic:tl ,11' ,,c,·,,aculnr Gotl,ic llc,•iv;al l,uilc.ling~. ·1·1,c 
l11·ick .Jt tl'tc Ct>r·11rje·:, oC tl,c l>uil,lir,g itl1itntcs stone <1ui1in~ nncl tl1c Lriclc. over Lhu li,\tcl~ 
in,it.ilcs Slone l,01~1J. 1\lOLtl<lings, L0Ll1 ul' '-''l,icl, ar·c Gotl1ic c.lct=i.ils. 
T),e wl,itc bric\t 1~ ::i vcr.)' ,,ofl l,1·icl, :i1,,I lcn,Js le dcLc:rior:i.tc c:nsily if c:xpo~cd Lo waler. 
'f\1c: quo11,s ~L th1i ,1:t.lr1,cr (•f tl,c p<-.rch a1·c cvit.lc:nc.c of tl,is dctcrior;ilion. 
·1·1,c current ownr!l" ha~ fl'>~1n,l l,lnc::lt paint un tile porcl, colL11nn~ .... vl,ich ~,·c Cltrrc1,1ly 
p:iintct.J "''l11lc. r~t•n. le. g1·c:c.t1 .itr,tJ/01· 11\nclt we 1·c 1,opul~r lrim cc1lollrs for ).a.Le Viclori:,1l 
houses, as they e~11 ,h;i.sii~tJ the Go(l,ic fe~tu1·cs of the: design. 
Tl,e b:irgc 6odr<lt. <J , l \,c g., r<l£!n g.:i.bl e Arc 1nissing. 
Tl,e porches i1.rc c~rrc:ntl."• being rcp:lirc:J been.use of rot to tl,c \a",·c:r sc:i:tions of L),c 

posts. 1·1,esc po1:c ,cs \Vc:1·c n.lso ca.lied vcrandal1s or g~llcrics, ,vill1 ;3. gil.Jlcry bei1,g Ll'lc 
mote correct Goiniic term 
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15 Princess Street. Brooklin 
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wood paneling runs al,n1:1g the !ower portion of the first floor's central I,al\way and 
staircase. This panelli::At!; may be a later addition, but relates well to the other 
finishes. Rosette moul:t11ings Ql·1 the ceiling or tl1e hallway and in tl1c n1ain roo111 
:ire ,1uilu clal:,or:i.tc ancl 1111 goo,.I con<lition. 'l"l\c s1ni1·c:,sc's Laluslcr :111J han1lr1,il 

are also original a11d in: good ,:ondiLio11. 

The tvvo-storey additio·o made to the rear of the house consists of a library on the 
main floor and a third ~1edroo\n on the second floor. The addition is essentially an 
extension of tl,e main l:iui>rtion \)f. the buildi11g, a.nd its walls a1·e of· vertical wood 
siding painted a. tradi;ii:>nal llg·ht blue. 

The partial basement !:~1·0Ws nc, sign of' having l1ad a lc.itchcn use, i.e. no hearth or 
obvious stovepipe hole1:r,.. A se,:tion of basement has been filled in underneath tl,e 
di.n ing room and is nc1,~r inac<",essiblel 1. 

Because of the irregul1itt!ity ot· the layout ol: tl1e building, a number of its 1·ooms a.re 
better lit by natural ln,g:l:1t tha1t was usual for tl,c standard centre hall plan. 

' 
The Benjamin Frankl.:';11. Campbell House is a distinctive Victortiln house with 
Gothic Revival fea.turf~". It greatly contributes to the heritage character of Princess 
Street and to the old tr,•1111n ol~ !3roolc.lin. 

I 

' ' 

• 

---------...... 1--
l l This basement a1·•?11 could hil.vc held a. cistern. but th~rc is no cJe:i.r indication of that. 

I 

• I 

I 

• 

15 Princess SLrccl. Broolc:.lin 
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THE INTERIOR FEATl(JY'.[ltES OF THE BENJAMIN F 
I 

I 
I 
I 

. I 
I 

KLIN CAMPBELL HOUSE 

I 
I 

The house known as "The B,~rjjamin 17ranklin Campbell I-louse" located at 15 Princess Street in the 

Village of Brooklin, Ontario l!ontains important interior features that are wortl1y of designation . 
. I 

• . 
' These interior features are v·rell pr(:served examples of arcl1itectural styles and \vork111a11sl1ip 

prevalent at the time of cornitJJuction of tl1is house. . 
I 

I 
The attached list and corre~Jj,ondin&: photographs should b~ referred to wl1en considering these 

. I 
features. The interior featu1'.,~i11 wort11y of designation include: 

I 

1. 
• 

FRONT HALL 
I 
l 
I 

• 
I 

W cod strip f :~:jors an.cl base mouldings 

• Front exteric,1d idoor, l1ardware and casements (not glass) 
I 

• Interior doo[E~l hardware and caseme11ts 
' 

• Stair railing i~ljtd balttstrade 
., 

• Ceiling mecl,;1.] tion 

I 

2. DINING ROOM 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Wood strip 111c11ors 
I 

Ceiling cove' 11nouldi11g 
' . 

' 
Window casi111gs 

I 

Interior doo:11" :hardw}Lre and case111ents 

Ceiling med.:aL lion 

I 

LIVING ROOM I 
I 

' I 

Wood strip fl )ors ill 

• Exterior doclrl, hard,, are and casements (not glass) 

• Interior door~i, hard,h1are and casements 

• Window ca::1i.11gs 
• 

I 
I 

I 

KlTCHEN I 

• NIA 
I 
l 
• I 
I 

I 

• 
I 
• 

OFFICE ' I 
' 

• N/A I 
I 
• I 

I 
UPSTAIRS HAL]:, i 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Wood strip f!.oorin!! and base 
I 

Window c21e:lng 
I 

Interior do1:1t:r!s, hardware and casements 
• . 

Railing an<l lj,alustr1Ldes 
. 

' I 
• 

' 
' 
' • 

• 
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I 

l 
' f 
I , 

I ! 
7. MASTER BEDROO \,1~, BEl~•ROO?vl 1 & 2 

• 
. 

Wood plank 1 l<:ioring tu1d base 
I 

• Window casi: 111:s 

• Interior door~· l:1ardw~1re and casements 

8. IN-LAW AP ARTMJ 1l1'1'T 

• NIA 

• 

I 
• I 

' 
' 

I 

I 

I ' 
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Specific mention should be !t1ade tl1at any proposed changes to the house must be reviewed by 

LACAC prior to proceeding 1 
I 

• 

• 

I 

1 
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• 
' 

" 

• 

" 

' 

' 
• I 

' ' ' I 
' I • . ' 

' 

' 

' • ' 

I 

• 

• 




