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The building has associative value as the first purpose-built headquarters for the Visiting
Homemakers Association (VHA), a Toronto-based social welfare agency which was
founded in 1925 by Barbara Blackstock providing care to disadvantaged families, the sick,
the elderly, and people living with intellectual disability and homelessness while also
undertaking research and reporting on the co-relation between low wages, poverty and
health. The VHA occupied the building for 40 years until 2010. The building has
associative value as a formative work in the career of the Toronto-based architect Leslie
Rebanks, a Fellow of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada and an elected member
of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts, known for his award winning and critically-
acclaimed projects for Wittington Properties Ltd. and Loblaws. The building also has value
for its association with the W. Garfield Weston Foundation who donated the building and
the property to the VHA dedicating it to the memory of Mrs. W. Garfield (Reta) Weston in
1970.

Contextually, the VHA headquarters building is important in defining and maintaining the
mid-twentieth century character of Merton Street which, following the completion of the
Yonge Subway line in 1954 and the local Davisville station, saw the transformation of the
street from a late 19th-century road characterized by industrial buildings and Victorian
semi-detached dwellings and row houses to a dense urban street of low-rise residential
and commercial buitdings with a variety of distinctive designs. The introduction of health
and social welfare agencies, including the Girl Guides and War Amps as well as the VHA
which had specially-designed headquarters, contributes to the distinctive post-war,
architectural character of the street.

Heritage Attributes
The heritage attributes of the former Visiting Homemakers Association are:

* The setback, placement and orientation of the building on the north side of Merton
Street between Yonge Street and Pailton Crescent

* The scale, form and massing of the two-and-a-half storey office building with its
octagonai towers on the south, west and north elevations

* On the principal (south) elevation, the octagonal one-and-a-half storey bay and the
raised terrace and staircase on the south elevation and the projecting roof overhang

» The principal {south) elevation and two side elevations facing east and west with their
concrete brick cladding

*+ The interlocking detail of the bricks at the corners of the towers and bays

» The arrangement of openings on the principal (south) elevation which includes, at the
first floor, the recessed entrance, the ribbon windows at the second level and the
corner windows at the south-west corner at the basement, first and second floor levels

* The arrangement of openings on the side elevations {(west and east) with the bands of
ribbon windows

* The black metal frames of the ribbon windows with their vertically proportioned
openings






