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2.

The buildings of Ojibway Island are of simple construction and
arranged in an irregular layout, but share common unifying forms
and materials such as cedar shingle cladding and 2-over-2 sash
windows, though many of such elements have been relocated and
changed over the course of the building’s history. Though over 100
wooden hotels existed in Muskoka and on Georgian Bay near the
turn of the twentieth century, very few remain.

The Ojibway was built over many years starting in 1806 and
represents the designs of several individuals. May Bragdon is
credited with the design of the main building, with the assistance of
her prominent architect brother Cluade Bragdon, both of Rochester,
New York. Owner Hamilton C. Davis, also of Rochester, and
various local craftsmen and builders also took part of the design
process. One builder named George lzzard is said to have
designed and built most of the rustic work in the region of Pointe au
Baril including that of the Ojibway, though littie is known about him.

Reasons for Designation of Exterior, Main Building

The Hotel building's north, south, east and west elevations in their
current state result from multiple additions and alterations -
compositions of vernacular elements within the general vocabulary
of the Shingle Style. These cedarclad elevations are included in
the reasons for designafion. Though the south elevation is
included, there is less concern with alterations to this fagade. The
concrete block kitchen addition to the south is not included in the
reasons for designation.

The designation includes the following: the octagonal tower on the
north-west comer (the observation deck once had rustic railings
and columns of bard covered logs and branches); the north-facing
dormers and the high roof and deep eaves which project between
the dormers; the encircling open, screened and enclosed verandah,
including the log columns, some with bark remaining intact (which
were once in combination with rustic log railings and vertical
spindles); the exterior doors and window fenestration; the
'cobblestone' foundations and verandah fireplace; the tall brick
chimneys (which have lots their corbelled tops); and the flagstone
staircase with flanking 'cobblestone’ walls.

The coniferous and deciduous trees located in front of the building,
as well as the apple tree immediately south east of the building,
enhance the reasons for designation.

Interior of Main Buitding

Interior features included in the reasons for designation are: the
primary and seccondary staircases with rustic birch branch railings;
the granite and cobblestone fireplace on the ground floor and brick
fireplace in a second floor suite; and the rustic cedar fog columns
with bark intact in main lounge, café' and dining room.

Various rustic pieces of twig furniture remain including three branch
chairs and one corner desk, one double desk, one single desk and
two card tables, all of barked log and planks. These compliment
the reasons for designation, as do the rustic birch branch light
fixtures on the ground floor {which are later additions).




3

Other Buildings on the Property

Contributing to the reasons for designation, the following features in
the other buildings are of interest as heritage elements: the Shingle
Style exterior, rustic log columns and railing and brick fireplace of
Birchwood Cottage; the Shingle Style exteriors and stone fireplaces
of Emwood Cottage, Basswood Cottage, Maplewood Cottage and
Oakwood Cottage (these also once had rustic log columns and
railings on verandahs which have since besn removed, enclosed or
altered); the Shingle Style exteriors of the Doctor's Office, Movie
Hut, Bathing Pavilion, Grocery Store and Gift Shop: the
cobblestone incinerator; the ruins of Pinewood Cottage; the scenic
walks around the property {(which once included three rustic log and
branch pavilions, and one rustic log and branch bridge); and the
'log siding’ exterior and stone fireplace of the Craft Hut.

The Township salicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this
By-law to be registered against the whole of the property described
in Schedule "A" hereto (of which the said designated area forms a
part} in the proper Land Registry Office.

The Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be
served on the owner of the property and on the Ontario Heritage
Foundation and to cause Notice of the Passing of this By-law to be
published in the same newspaper having general circulation in the
municipality.

READ and FINALLY PASSED in OPEN COUNCIL this 16th day of February,

2001,

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF THE ARCHIPELAGO

TIVE OFFICER/CLERK




Schedule "A"

to

By-Law No. 01- 03

Pro Description

Situated in the geographic Township of Shawanaga, now in the Township of The
Archipelago, in the District of Parry Sound, Island A384, Part of Parcel 737 N/S,
Ojibway Island









