Simcoe

“John Graves Simcoe, 1791” Jean Laurent Mosnier Simcoe is wearing the uniform of the Queen’s Rangers. Toronto Public Library TRL: 927-1
« John Graves Simcoe, 1791 » Jean Laurent Mosnier Simcoe porte I'uniforme des Queen’s Rangers. Toronto Public Library (TRL), 927-1

John Graves Simcoe entered British Parliament in 1790
and was appointed the first Lieutenant Governor of
Upper Canada the following year. Commissions issued
to John Graves Simcoe and Sir Guy Carleton (Lord
Dorchester) on September 12, 1791, established Simcoe
as lieutenant governor of Upper Canada and gave
Lord Dorchester authority over both Upper and Lower
Canada as governor-in-chief.

In September 1791, Simcoe sailed from
Britain with his wife Elizabeth Posthuma
Gwillim Simcoe and their two youngest
children. The family arrived at Quebec City
on November 11, 1791, where they spent
the winter before moving on to Kingston,
and then Newark, the following spring.

“View From York Barracks” [1796] by Elizabeth Simcoe Watercolour
sketch. Archives of Ontario F 47-11-1-0-236

Entré au Parlement britannique en 1790, John Graves
Simcoe est nommé premier lieutenant-gouverneur
de la province du Haut-Canada l'année suivante. Les
commissions délivrées a John Graves Simcoe et Sir
Guy Carleton (Lord Dorchester) le 12 septembre 1791
instituent Simcoe en qualité de lieutenant-gouverneur
du Haut-Canada et octroient a Lord Dorchester l'autorité

sur les provinces du Haut-Canada et du Bas-Canada en

tant que gouverneur en chef.

En septembre 1791, John Graves Simcoe
quitte la Grande-Bretagne par bateau
avec sa femme Elizabeth Posthuma
Gwillim Simcoe et leurs deux plus jeunes
enfants. La famille arrive a Québec le 11
novembre 1791 et y passe |'hiver avant
de s'installer a Kingston, puis a Newark,

« Vue depuis la caserne de York » [1796] (traduction libre), par

Whlle ||Vlng In Upper Canadal Ellzabeth Elizabeth Simcoe. Esquisse a I'aquarelle. Archives publiques de I'Ontario au prlntemps SUlvant

F47-11-1-0-236

Simcoe kept a detailed diary of her

observations of the new colony. She also created a
number of watercolours that provide a significant pictorial
record of Upper Canada in the 1790s.

Pendant son séjour dans le Haut-Canada, Elizabeth
Simcoe tient un journal détaillé de ses observations sur
la nouvelle colonie. Elle peint également des aquarelles
qui brossent un tableau passionnant de la vie dans cette
province dans les années 1790.



Foundations

Fondations

Laying the Foundations for Upper Canada
L'édification des fondations du Haut-Canada

Simcoe’s Vision

La Vision de Simcoe

John Graves Simcoe had developed a clear vision for

Upper Canada long before his arrival in the province.
He envisioned a firm role for the monarchy, aristocracy
and the Church of England in the colony, and worked
to establish a land granting system to attract loyal and
desirable settlers, mainly from the United States.

“. . . the utmost Attention should be paid that British
Customs, Manners, & Principles in the most trivial as well
as serious matters should be promoted & inculcated to
obtain their due Ascendency to assimilate the Colony
with the parent state & to bear insensibly all their habitual
influence in Support of that British Constitution which
has been so wisely extended to that country . . ." (Simcoe
to Henry Dundas, Secretary of State for the British Home
Department. June 30, 1791, London)

In addition to offering 200-acre (81-hectare) grants to
settlers who agreed to take an oath of loyalty to the
King, Simcoe also ensured that one-seventh of every
township surveyed was reserved for the Clergy and
an identical one-seventh for the Crown. Thousands of
acres of land were also granted, at the government’s
discretion, to military officers, members of the executive
and legislative councils and other leading citizens of
Upper Canada, during Simcoe’s tenure.

Canada bien avant son arrivée dans la province. Selon
lui, la monarchie, laristocratie et I'Eglise anglicane
doivent jouer un role central dans la colonie. Il travaille
en outre a l'instauration d’'un systeme d'octroi de terres
visant a attirer les pionniers loyaux et recommandables,
principalement en provenance des Etats-Unis.

« [. . .] Il est essentiel d'accorder la plus grande attention
a la promotion et a l'enseignement des coutumes,
des maniéres et des principes britanniques dans les
affaires les plus triviales comme les plus sérieuses, afin
d’instaurer leur ascendance légitime dans une optique
d‘assimilation entre la colonie et ['état parent et de mettre
insensiblement toute leur influence habituelle a l'appui
de la Constitution britannique qui a été si intelligemment

A PROCLAMATION,

To fuch as are defirous to fettle on the lands of the erown in the Province of

UPPER CANADA;

BY HIS EXCELLENCY

John Graves Simcoe, Efquire ;

Licutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of the faid Province, and Colonsl
Commanding His Majelty's Forces, &c. &c. &e.

EIT KNOWHN 1o all concerned, that his majefly hath, by his royal com-

o miffion and jiuftruflions to the governor, and in hus ahlence the lisutenant
governor or perfon adminifiering the government for the time being, of the

{ [id Province of U;:;Per Canada, given anthority and command 1o grant the lands
of the crawn in the fame by patent under the great Teal thereof ; and it being ex-

W pedient to publilh and declare the royal intention relpeétiog luch grants anj -

tents, 1 do sccordingly herebiy make known the terms of grant and fettlement to I?::

Fiast.—Thit the crown lands to be granted be parcel of townlhip : ifan inland tosmilip, of ten
miles fquare, and if 2 townlhip on navigable walers, of nine miles in front and twelve miles in depth, be
""“h“"‘.t and marked by his majefty's ﬁ:ncyur or depuly lurveyor general, orundec his [inftion and
suthority.

ﬁlcﬂ?hh—ﬁlt only fuch part of the townlhip be granted as (hall remain, after & refervation of one
feventh part thereal, for the [upport of 2 proteflant clergy, and one other [eventh part thereof, for the
future difpofition of the crawn.

Trieo.—That no farm lot (lall he gnn!nl to. any one perfon which [hall confain more than two
huudred acres ; yet the governor, litutenant gavernor or srion adminiflering the government, it al-
lowed and permitted 1o grant toany perfon or perlons fuch further guantity of lind a5 they may defire,
not exceeding one thouland acres, over and above what may have been before granted to them.

Fourtu.— That évery petitioner for lands make it appesr, that Leor fbe isin 3 condition to cultivats
and imprave the fame, and (hall, helides taking the u ual_uzl]u; fulilcribe 2 declarstion (Lefore roper
perfons ta be for that purpole sppointed) of the tenor of the words following, viz. ** T A, B. do pro-
* mile and declare that 1 will muntain and delend to the utmoft of my power the aulhority of the king
* in his parliament as the fupreme legiflature of this Province.'

Firru.—Thit applications for granis be made by petition to the governor, lieutenant govermor, or per-
fon adminifiering the goverament for the time being, & where it is advileable to grani the prayer there-
of 2 warrant (hall ilfue to the proper officer Tor a furvey thereol, retumable within fix months with a plot

annexed, and be followed with a patent granting the fame, ifdefired, in free and common foccage, upon
the terms and conditions in the royal Infiruftions exprelled, 2ud herein after Tuggelted.

Sixvite—That all grants referve to the erown, &ll couls, commonly called lea eoals, and mines of gald,
filver, copper, tin, iron, and lead ; and each patent contain & clanfie for the refervation of timber for the
voyal nuvy of the tenor following : * And provided allo, that no part of the trafl ar parcel of land here-
‘ by granted to the f1id and his heirs, be within any relervation heretofore made apd

* marked for us, our beirsand [acceilors, by our lurveyor genersl of woods, or his lawlul depury ; in
* which cale, 1his our grant Tor fuch part of the land hereby given and granted to the fald

* and his heirs lorever as aforefid, snd which (hall upon furvey Uhereal being made, be found within
* any lach reflervation, (hall be null aud void, any thing herein contaimed ta the conlmry notrithRanding.®

Seventin—That the two fevenths referved for the crown's future difpofition, and the fupporn of a
proteftant clergy, be not fevered tradts, each of one feventh part of the townthip, but fuch lots or firms
therein, asthe (urveyar-general's tcturn of the furvey of the townlhip, (hall bedefcribed 25 (et apart for
1hiele purpoles, between the other firms ol which the faid rownlbip thall conhift, tothe intent that the
Yfands to e relerved may be nearly of the like value with an equal quantity of the other parts to be grant-
ed oot s alote-mentioned.

Einnri.—That the refpeflive Ip.'-Tf‘rlifﬂ are to take the eflates granted to them feverlly free of guit
vent anid of any other expences, than fuch fees as are or may ke allowed to be demanded and received by
the different afficers concemned in pafling the patent and recording 1he [ame, to be flated in a table au-
tharized and eftabililhed by the government, and pubilickly fixed up in the feveral offices of the clerk of
1he council, of the furveyor general, and of the lecratary of the Province.

Ninti.—That every patent be entered upon record within fix months from the date thereof, in the
fecretary's or regifter’s obices, and a docket thereof in the auditor's office.

Texrn.—~Whenever it ihall be thought advifeable to grant any Fivm quantity to one perfon of one
thouland acres or under, and the [ime esunot be found by realon of the faid refervations and prior grants
within the townihip in the petition exprelfed, the fame, or what (hall be requilite to make up to fuch
petlon the quantity advifed, [hall be located to him, in fome other town(hip, upon & new petition for
that purpole to be preferred.

And of the faid {everal regulations, all perfons concerned are to take notice, and govern themfelves
accordingly.

Gh%t?under my hand and feal, in the city of Quebec, the feventh day of Fchr'l::tg, io the thirty-
fecond year of his majefly’s reign, and in the year of our Lond, one thoufind, feven hundred
and ninety-two.

_]uhn Graves Simcoe.
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BY HIS EXCELLENCY's COMMAND,

THOMAS TALBOT, Ading Seretary, . | Re-prised st Newart, by G. T 1zranv, 1795,
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“A Proclamation by John Graves Simcoe, Esquire” Re-printed at Newark, 1795.
Library and Archives Canada R11274-90-0-E

« Proclamation par Son Excellence John Graves Simcoe, Esquire » (traduction libre)
Ré-imprimé a Newark, en 1795. Bibliothéque et Archives Canada, R11274-90-0-E

étendue a ce pays [. . .] » (Simcoe a Henry Dundas,
secrétaire d'Etat britannique aux Affaires intérieures. Le
30 juin 1791, Londres. Traduction libre.)

Outre l'octroi de parcelles de 200 acres (81 hectares)
aux colons qui acceptent de jurer fidélité au Roi, Simcoe
veille également a ce qu’un septieme de chaque canton
arpenté soit réservé au clergé et un septieme a la
Couronne. Pendant le mandat de John Graves Simcoe,
le gouvernement concédera également, a sa discrétion,
des milliers d'acres de terrain aux officiers militaires, aux
membres des conseils exécutif et législatif et a d'autres
citoyens de premier plan du Haut-Canada.
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